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CHAPTER I 
I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N 
Statement and Analysis of the Problem 
Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of this study is to discover and compare 
the nature and effectiveness of the leadership in Negro 
Protest Action as represented by the National Association far 
the Advancement of Colored People and in the Negro Protest 
Revolutionary Antagonism as exemplified by the leadership of 
Paul Robeson and w. E. B. DuBois as a means of securing 
civil rights.1 
A Short History £[ t h e Negro Protest Movement in America 
Ever since the days of Negro Slavery in America there 
had been a tendency on the part of some Negroes to protest 
their status and to seek the means of making their protests 
effective. Many abortive attempts at revolt were made. As 
early as 1791 some Negro Slaves in Louisiana attempted an 
uprising. 2 In 1800, a Negro in Virginia, named Gabriel 
Prosser, planned an insurrection. It was frustrated, howev~ 
1. The expression "Civil Rights 11 is used to describe 
complete social, economic, and political integration of 
Negroes into American life as guaranteed by the 
Constitution of the United States. 
2. Carter G. Woodson, The Negro In Our History. Washingt~ 
D. C.: The Association Press, 1951, P• 177. 
2 
by a storm that raged on the appointed day and also by a 
slave who revealed the plot in order to save the life of his 
master. 3 Negro Slaves planned another uprising at Camden, 
North Carolina, in 1816.4 For several years such outbreaks 
were frequent around Baltimore, Norfolk, Petersburg, and New 
Orleans. Telemaque Vesey, an educated Negro of Santo 
Domingo who was better known as Denmark among the slaves, 
planned an insurrection in Charlestown, South Carolina, 
which was foiled also when a Negro Slave revealed the 
secret. In 1828, David Walker of Massachusetts, a free 
Negro, appealed to slaves in an address, to rise against 
their masters. 5 For several days in 1831, Nat Turner, a 
Negro of Southhampton County, Virginia, led an insurrection 
which took the lives of sixty whites. 6 
Negro resistance to white authority also took another 
form. Inasmuch as the Indians were hostile to the whites 
who gradually forced them to the West, many Negroes escaped 
to their settlements and joined them in their battles against 
the whites. 7 
3. Loc. Cit. 
4. Woodson, Carter G., 2£• Cit., p. 178. 
5. Ibid., PP• 178-180. 
6. Ibid., P• 180. 
7. Ibid., PP• 181-185. 
3 
Negroes also took advantage of the abolitionist move-
ment ,8 in an effort to improve their status. These included 
such persons as: Charles Lenox, Sojourner Truth, ~uncford 
Lan, William Well Brown, David Ruggles, William G. Allen , 
James McCune Smith, Martin Delaney, Robert Purvis, Samuel E. 
Cornish, Henry John M. Langston, Frederick Douglass, and 
many others. 9 Their plan of action was of a non-violent 
nature , and operated within the framework of the Constitu-
tion of the United States. 
Negro Protests for civil rights may be divided into six 
distinct movements: (a) protest symbolized by the leader-
ship of Frederick Douglass; (b) protest collaboration as 
represented by Booker T. Washington; (c) protest action as 
represented by the National Assoc iation for the Advancement 
of Colored People; (d) protest nationalisnl as represented by 
Marcus Garvey; {e) protest non-violent goodwill action as 
represented in the March on Washington Movement under the 
leadership of A. Philip Rando~ (f) p~otest r evolutionary 
8. Ibid., pp. 187-198. 
9. Ibid., P• 306. 
Antagonism as represented by Paul Robeson and w. E. B. 
DuB . 10 o~s. 
4 
Protest. The persons represented in this movement were 
not extreme or radical in their approach to the problem. 
Their protests were usually in the form of lectures, 
addresses, or written disapprovals of the institution o~ 
10. Oliver c. Cox, in an article entitled: 11The New Crisis 
in Leadership Among Negroes", The Journal of Negro 
Education, vol. XIX, No. 4, Washington, D. c., Howard 
University Press, 1950, re~ers to three main crises 
developing among Negro leaders which he calls Protest 
Collaboration or The Washingtonian Crisis, Protest-
Nationalistic or The Garvian Crisis, Protest-Revolu-
tionary Antagonism or The New Crisis. He attributes 
the leadership of The New Crisis to Paul Robeson and 
w. E. B. DuBois. Mr. Cox refers to a fourth movement 
whi ch he calls "protest." This, according to him, is 
symbolized by the leadership of Frederick Douglass. 
His article does not include the other two protest 
movements used in this study, viz., "Non-Violent 
Goodwill Action" which was the of~icially adopted term 
o~ the March on Washington Movement under the leader-
ship of A. Philip Randolph and protest action as 
symbolized in the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People. In a Ph.D dissertation pre-
pared by Robert Hughes Brisbane, Jr., at Harvard 
University in 1949, entitled, 11The Rise of Protest 
Movements Among Negroes Since 1900,., the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People is 
re£erred to as a legal action movement. The history o£ 
this movement reveals that it is much more inclusive in 
its function. It resorts to many forras of protest 
action. Mr . Brisbane seemed to limit its function to 
legal aid for Negroes . This has been only one aspect 
of its protest activities. It is historically and 
functionally a protest action movement. 
5 
slavery in this country. Frederick Douglass, because of his 
striking appearance, originality, and eloquence, was perhaps 
the most influential among this group. 11 Some of his most 
influential addresses were delivered in protest to slavery. 
These were usually designed to condemn the conscience of the 
whites in light of the ideals of American democracy as 
expressed in the Constitution. They were also designed to 
encourage otb.er Negroes in their efforts in working toward 
the abolition of slavery. 
These persons also used the press to help them reach 
their objectives. Frederick Douglass founded the 11 North 
Starn, partly in order to demonstrate that Negroes had 
abillty.12 Other publications were probably started with a 
similar intent, though the ultimate aim of these papers was 
to win freedom for Negro Slaves.13 
Perhaps the most significant Negro Protest Leadership · 
prior to the Civil War was evidenced by free Negroes in the 
North as associated with the movement for separate Church 
11. E. Franklin Frazier, The Negro In The United States 
New York: The Macmillan Company, 1941, P• 521. 
12. Ibid., P• 541. 
13. Carter G. Woodson, Q£• Cit., PP• 63-64. 
. t. 14 organ~za ~ons . - Richard Allen and Absolom Jones stood out 
among this gr oup .15 
In protesting forced segregation in the Saint George 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
Richard Allen , Abs olom Jones, Willi8.!11 White, and other 
Negroes arose and withdrew from the church in a body •16 
Absolom Jones and Richard Allen organized the Free 
6 
African Society . At first this organization was not so much 
a church as a social uplift organization . 17 Apparently Jones 
and Allen soon had differing plans, for the former organized 
the Afr ican Protestant Episcopal Church of Saint Thomas . l8 
The majority of the persons seceding from the Saint George 
Methodist Episcopal Church followed the standard of Allen 
19 
and effected the body known as the Bethel Church . 
Politics was another means of approaching the problem. 
During Reconstruction, Frederick Douglass and others consti-
tuted a large group of Republican Negro politicans. 20 
With emancipation from slaveFy, suffrage, and other forms of 
14. Carter G. Woodson , Q.E• Cit." 9• 149 . 
15 . Loc. Cit . 
16 . Loc . Cit . 
17. Loc. Cit . 
18. Loc. Cit . 
19 . Loc . Cit . 
20 . Gunnar Myrdal, An American Dilemma . vo1. II , New York : 
Harper and Brothers Publishers, 1944 , p . ?37 . 
7 
civil liberties having been accorded the Negroes by Congress, 
they became less concerned with protest and more concerned 
with power consolidation and power exploitation. 21 After the 
restoration of' "white supremacy", however, Negroes were 
relieved of their su:ffrage and civil liberties in the South~ 
For these reasons Negro protest mounted again. 23 
Protest Collaboration. In 1895, the year that FrederiCk 
Douglass died, a new type of protest leadership took form 
among Negroes . Prior to this the Negroes cause had been 
defined as that of the continued struggle for civil rights. 
The antagonism of the white leadership of the South to this 
end and the retreat of the Northern power left the Negro 
leadership without an effective program of action.24 The 
Negroes of the New South differed from the Negroes of the 
Old South in the sense that they were the victims of a 
counter-revolution . For this reason, the chief problem of 
leadership in the New South beca~e that of controlling them. 
21. Carter G. Woodson, Q£• Cit., PP• 316-318. 
22. Willis D. Weatherford and Charles s. Johnson, Race 
Relations. New York and London: D. c. Heath and 
Company, 1934, p. 484. 
23 . Loc. Cit. 
24. Gunnar Myrdal, 2£• Cit., vol.II, P• 738. 
8 
The terms by which Negroes might live happily in the 
South were stated by Henry Grady, spokesmen of the New 
South, about the middle of the 1880s. According to him they 
may have every economic opportunity and especially that of 
common labor. They may have their own institutions of 
recreation, religion, and training. "They may expect 
' friendship ' from the Whites." He did not feel that they 
should agitate for civil rights, however, especially the 
right to vote and to hold public office . 25 His position was 
made clear when he said: 
That the whites and blacks must walk in 
separate paths in the South. As near as 
may be, these paths should be made equal 26 
--but separate they must be now and always. 
He also pointed out the principal means by which this 
program could be effectuated. This was a plan whererr.r the 
Southern Negroes might be controlled and the remaining 
protests of the sympathetic whites in the North might be 
invalidated. In this connection he said that 
••• Men who, from afar off, view this subject 
f'rom the cold eye of" speculation ••• insist 
that directly or indirectly the Negro race 
shall be in control of affairs of the South. 
25. Oliver c. Cox, Op. Cit., P• 460. 
26. Loc. Cit. 
We have no fear of this; already we are 
attracting to us the best elements of the 
race, and as we proceed our alliance will 
broaden ••• 27 
This statement was an open invitation to the Negro Protest 
Collaboration Leader. 
It seems that the most suitable for the role of 11 the 
best elements of the racett happened to have been certain 
school administrators who realized that much of their 
success depended upon their ability to win the sympathy and 
support of the wealthy for their projects. w. H. Council 
and Booker T. Washington who were school principals during 
the time of Grady, competed with each other on the terms of 
the monied class for favors. 28 
9 
Council, who was zealous and as eloquent as Washington, 
tended to define his protest collaboration role in terms of 
the interest of the fallen planter class. Washington, on 
the other hand, appears to have studied the New South and 
its program, and in his Atlanta address of 1895 affirmed 
Henry Grady's philosophy of the place of Negroes. Washington, 
was not regarded as an effective Negro leader.29 Many Negro 
leaders looked upon him as an "allyn of the white leadership 
27. Loc. Cit. 
28. Loc. Cit. The term "monied class" is used to signify 
the wealthy groups among the whites. 
29. Loc. Cit. 
10 
o~ the South and certain Northern rinancial interests 
concerned with the economic lire or the South . They relt 
that he used the Negroes• cause to promote his ambitions at 
Tuskegee . 30 Wa shington's thinking was made rairly clear 
when he said on one occasion: 
My experi ence in getting money ror Tuskegee has 
taught me to have no patience with those people 
who are always condemning the rich because they 
are rich, and because they do not give more to 
the objects or charity ••• more and more rich 
people are coming to regard men and women who 
apply to them ror help ror worthy objects not 
as beggars , but as agents ror doing their work . 31 
Washington ' s position was bitterly opposed by that 
group or Negro leaders that believed in protest but not in 
collaboration . 32 
Arter many clashes with Washington , the Negro protest 
leaders rinally evolved an organization determined to 
constrain him and parry on the struggl e ror civil rights . 
This was known . as the Niagara Movement which, later, merged 
with the National Association ror the Advancement or Colored 
People . 
Although his ideas and methods were opposed by many 
protest leaders o~ his time and even rind much opposition 
30 . 
31 . 
32 . 
Ibid ., P • 461 . 
Booker T . Washington , Up From Slavery . 
Doubleday , Page and Company , 1909 , PP • 
E . Franklin F'razier , Q.E.• Cit ., P • 520 . 
New York : 
131-133. 
11 
today , many people do not feel tha t Washington used the 
Negroes' cause only to advance his personal ambitions . 
Gunnar Myrdal , in An American Delemma , for example, 
feels that Washington's approach was more effective in the 
promotion of the cause of the Negro than is suspected by 
many. According to him, it is a political axiom that 
Negroes can never in any period, hope to attain more in the 
short - term power bargain than the most benevolent white 
groups are prepared to give them. 33 
In accordance with this axiom, he said relative to the 
approach of Booker T . Washington : 
This much Washington atta ined . With shrewd insight 
Washington took exactly as much off the Negro 
protest - -and it had to be a big reduction- -as was 
indeed in order to get the maxl.mum cooperation from 
the only two white groups in America who in this 
era of ideological reaction cared anything at all 
about the Negroes : the Northern humanitarians and 
philanthropists and the Southern upper class 
school of ' parallel civilizations' . Both of these 
liberal groups demanded appeasement above all . 
And so the Southern conservatives were actually 
allowed to set the conditions upon which Washington 
.and the Southern and Northern liberals could come 
to terms . 
But this was hardly Washington ' s fault . It is 
not proven that he could have pressed the bargain 
he made for the Negro people more in their favor . 
33 . See Gunnar Myrdal , QE• Cit . , vol . I 1 chap . 23, sec . I , 
also vol . III, chap . 35, sec . 3 , chap . 39, sec . 3 . 
Remembering the grim reaction of the period, it 
is difficult to study his various moves without 
increasingly feeling that he was truly a great 
politician, probably the greatest one the Negro 
people have ever had. For his time, and for the 
region where he worked and Where then nine-tenths 
of all Negroes lived, his policy of abstaining 
from talk of rights and of •casting down your 
buckets where you are' was entirely realistic. Even 
today it is still--in local affairs where the short-
range view must dominate--the only workable Negro 
policy in the South. 34 __ 
12 
The Na·tional Negro Business League which was founded by 
Booker T. Washington in 1900 grew to be relatively strong 
though not without criticism for other Negroes. Its plirpose 
was to _lead the Negro people to a position of influence in 
American life through the promotion of commercial achieve-
35 
ment and thus pave the way to economic independence. 
Although Washington had a great deal of prestige and 
power and did remarkably well in his role, by the time of 
his death in 1915 the counter action of such leadership as 
Monroe Trotter, w. E. B. DuBois, and the National Associ-
ation for the Advancement of Colored People had done such a 
thorough job of impugning his methods and of questioning 
their value to the Negro cause as interpreted by them that 
no other man could be expected to take his place. 
34. Gunnar Myrdal, Q£• Cit., vol. II, PP• 740-741. 
35. ~., vol. II, p. 815. 
13 
Protest Action. Dr. w. E. B. DuBois called a meeting 
of Negro Leaders which met at Niagara Falls in 1905 to 
organize a movement in defense of the rights of Negroes. 
What is known as the Niagara Movement was thus launched and 
the first conference was held at Harpers Ferry, West 
Virginia, in 1906. This movement held a number of confer-
ences and conducted several cases involving the civil rights 
of Negroes. It was hampered, however, by the lack of funds . 
In 1908, Springfield, Illinois, was the scene of a race 
riot. Among the many articles that were written about it, 
perhaps the most significant one was entitled, "Race War in 
the North," by William English Walling which appeared in 
The Independent, September 3, 1908. In this article the 
following statement was made: 
Either the spirit _of the abolitionists, of Lincoln 
and Lovejoy, must be revived and we must come to 
treat the Negro on a plane of absolute political and 
social equality, or Vardaman and Tillman will soon 
have transferred the race war to the North.36 
As a result of this statement Miss Mary White Ovington 
began correspondence with Mr. Walling on the subject. This~ 
to a meeting with him and Henry Moskowitz in New York City. 
It was there agreed that a conference be held for the purpose 
36. E. Franklin Frazier, 2£• ~., P• 524. 
14 
of discussing the status of the Negro in the United States .37 
The call , written by Oswald Garrison Villard, the grandson 
of William Lloyd Garrison, was to be signed by prominent 
whites and Negroes . 
The conference was held in New York City, February 12 
and 13, 1909. Dr. w. E. B. DuBois and some of his associates 
in the Niagara Movement were in attendance. The overall 
objective of the new organization was to win full equality 
for the Negro as a citizen of America . The specific objec-
tives were as follows: (a) abolition of all forced segre -
gation; (b) equal educational opportunities for colored and 
white ; (c) ·enfranchisement of the Negro ; (d) enforcement of 
the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments. 38 
The platform was denounced by nearly every White man who 
had contributed funds to Negro institutions . 39 Even many 
Negroes thought that it was too radical. 
In spite of this, the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People kept to its program and in 
1910 elected w. E. B. DuBois director o~ publicity and editor 
37. Loc . Cit. 
38 . Mary White Ovington, How the National Association for 
the Advancement of Col ored People Bega n . New York: 
The NAACP, 1914, 1950, PP• 109-110. 
39. Ibid., P• 111. 
of The Crisis , 40 a monthly publication that by January, 
1912, had a circulation of about sixteen thousand. 41 The 
15 
Association began a vigorous campaign against lynching in 
1911. 42 The first branch waa set up in Chicago and spread 
from there to other cities. The ~otal membership by 1915 
was nine thousand. There were fifty-four branches, nine 
locals, and four college chapters. James Weldon Johnson was 
appointed organizer in 1917. The membership increased to 
eleven thousand five hundred twenty-four during that year. 
The number of branches increased from eighty in 1918 to 
three hundred in 1919. The membership increased to eighty-
eight thousand four hundred forty-eight. 43 
Although followed by the Garvey movement,the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People continued 
to grow. Today it is one of the greatest Negro Protest 
Organizations. 
Protest Nationalism. At . the end of World War I a new 
type of protest leader arose in a West Indian Negro , Marcus 
Garvey. He was a prophet and a visionary and from his early 
40. E. Franklin Frazier, 2£• Cit., P• 525. 
41. Ibid., P• 526. . 
42. Loc. Cit. Also see Roy Wilkins article entitled 11The 
Negro Wants Full Equality 11 , in What the Negro Wants. 
Edited by Rayford W. Logan, Chapel Hill: The 
University of North Carolina Press, 1944, p. 118. 
43. Loc. Cit. 
16 
youth had dedicated his life to the Negro Protest. As 
early as 1916 he attempted to start a Negro Protest Movement 
but was unsuccessful. In 1918 he returned to America after 
a visit to Europe . It was then that he organized in this 
country what is known as 11The Universal Negro Improvement 
Association . 11 
The 11Garvey Movement" , named after its leader Marcus 
Garvey, was perhaps, the most important of Negro Protes_t 
Movements . It had nationalistic aims. This movement was 
based on the thesis that the Negro would never receive 
justice in a White man's country and the only solution was 
to establish an independent nation. 44 In order to put his 
program over he established the ttNegro World", a weekly 
newspaper. He placed a high valuation on everything black 
or Negro . He organized a uniformed military organization 
which was to be vanguard of the African army, 45 The Universal 
African Motor Corps, The Juvenile, The Black Eagle Flying 
Corps, and The Universal Black Cross Nurses . 46 Garvey felt 
that the first step in the founding of a Negro nation was 
the developing of commercial pursuits among Negroes . This 
44. 
45. 
46. 
T. G. Standing, 11Nat;ionalism in Negro Leadership", The 
American Journal of Sociology, vol. 40, No . 2, Sept:;-
1934, PP• 180-192. 
E. Franklin Frazier , Qp. Cit., pp. 528-529. 
Gunnar Myrdal , Op . Ci~, p.~47. 
17 
was to be accomplished by the setting up of restaurants and 
grocery stores in America and by creating a social, cul-
tural, and economic bond between the Negroes of America and 
47 
Africa . 
In 1~21 the Empire of Africa was formally announced and 
Garvey was inaugurated President-General of the Universal 
Negro Improvement Association and Provisional President of 
Africa . He was assisted by one Potentate and one Supreme 
Deputy Potentate and created the Nobility of Knights of the 
Nile, Knights of the Distinguished Service Order of Ethiopia, 
and Sikes of the Niger and of Uganda. 48 He consecrated a 
red, blaclc, and green flag as the standard of his organiza-
tion. 49 He followed the romantic pat·tern of American 
secret orders in the devices of his ceremony, ritual, and 
pomp .50 All members of his organizations were nFellowmen 
o:f the Negro Race" and collaborators in a world wide 
struggle to free Negroes and erect again the great African 
culture.51 
47. E. Franklin Frazier, Q£• Cit., P• 529. 
48. Gunnar Myrdal, vol. II, Q£• Cit., P• 747. 
49. Loc. Cit. 
50. Ibid.;-pp. 747-748. 
51. ~·~ P• 748. 
18 
His organization was set up with local branches and a 
number of subsidiary organizations. He traveled and 
52 
agitated. The Movement reached its peak during 1920-1921~ 
in spite of great opposition by intellectual and organiza -
tional Negro forces. 53 To implement his program he sold 
stock and was convic·t;ed on the charge of using the mails to 
defraud and was sent to the federal penitentiary of 
Atlanta. 54 In 1927 Garvey was deported as an undesirable 
alien. He died in London in 1940.55 During the rise and 
fall of the Garvey Movement other things were happening on 
the Negro Protest front. These may not have had an imme-
diate or direct effect upon the Negro masses~ but they did 
establish certain patterns that Negro Protest has followed 
up to the present time. 
An attempt was made to organize and direct the Negro 
Protest into a political movement allied to radical white 
labor after 1917. Left wing publications in which inter-
racial labor solidarity was preached were started by such 
young Negro socialists as A. Philip Randol ph and Chandler 
Owen. ·rhe Messenger · , the Emancipator , and Challenge , 
52. Lo c. Cit • 
53. Loc. Cit. 
54. ~Franklin Frazier ~ Q£• Cit., p. 529. 
55. Gunnar Myrdal, vol. II, Q£• Cit., P• 747. 
19 
and the Crusader · were prominent among such organs. on the 
extreme lef't Negroes were appealed to by the Communists. 
This group appealed to them as an oppressed people under 
imperialist exploitation. They promised Itself determination 
f'or the Negro in the Black Belt 11 , Which was to be realized 
by the setting up of' an independent black republic. 56 The 
new republic would comprise those areas of the South where 
the Negro population w~s in the majority. 57 This program, 
however, had little attraction for the masses. 
To the right, the Negroes were appealed to by a kind of' 
Negro intellectual chauvinism. This was characterized by a 
movement to glorify the artistic and intellectual achieve-
ments of Negroes. This was done by leaders such as W. E . B. 
DuBois , editor of The Crisis , Charles Johnson, editor of' 
·Opportunity , and Al~Locke, Editor of The New Negro. 58 
Because of this the Negro masses learned to respect 
their potentialities and their heritage. Although some of 
the Northern white opinion about Negroes was raised as a 
result of the movement, it was primarily a fad to most 
56. Ibid., vol. II, PP• 749-750. 
57. James s. Allen , The Negro Question in the United States. 
New York: International Publishers, 1936, pp. 177-194. 
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whites . 59 The movement largely broke . up among Negroes as 
white support declined. Its nucleus ~ however, still remains 
in modified form . 60 
A movement to discover a cultural tradition for Ameri-
can Negroes grew up during the ' twentie s · and thirties ' and 
much work was done to provide them with a respectable past . 
Of such was the purpose of numerous slave biographies . 
Important among these was The Narrative of the Life and 
Times of Frederick Douglass . 61 
The searching of historical sources to discover the 
deeds of Negroes in the American Revolution and other 
American wars is more directly a part of this movement. 
This is also the case in the attempt to reveal partial Negro 
ancestry of prominent individuals such as Pushkin , Dumas , 
Alexander Hamilton and others . 62 
The movement is increasingly coming under the control 
of historical methods of research. White historians have 
usually been biased by their preconceptions of the Negro ' s 
being inferior and by the specific needs their rationali-
zations have been serv ing . 63 Negro historians , in 
59 . Loc . Cit . 
60 . Loc . Cit . 
61 . Loc . Cit . 
62 . Ibid .~ vol . II ~ P • 751 . 
63 . Loc . Cit. 
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att~mpting to rectify this situation have concentrated upon 
the neglected aspects of the Negroes' history . 64 The organi-
zation of The Association for the Study of Negro Life and 
History , in 1915 and its chief' publication , ·rhe Journal of 
Negro History , gave impetus to the movement . Dr . Carter G. 
Woodson was the editor of the Journal and the moving spirit 
behind the organization . 65 
The chief purpose of this movement was to· enhance self -
respect and race -respect among Negroes by substituting the 
traditional belief in racial inferiority by a belief in 
racial achievements . 66 
Protest Non-Violent Goodwill Action . During World 
War II a spectacular mass protest movement was started among 
Negroes . This was under the leadership of A . Philip Randol~ 
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters , and known as the March 
on Washington Movement . 67 I t grew out of the failure of the 
United States Government to include Negr oes in the defense 
progr~~ , and was planned in protest agai nst the exclusion of 
Negro workers f r om d e f ense industries . 68 On the initiative 
64 . Loc . Cit . 
65. Loc . Cit . 
66 . Ibid., vol . II , P • 752 . 
67 . ~·~ vol . II , P• 851 . 
68 . Loc . Cit . 
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of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt , conferences were arranged between 
the Pr e s ident and members of the Committee . 69 These confer-
ences resulted in the President issuing Executive Order 8802 
on June 25, 1° 41 . The policy of nondiscrimination in the 
government was reaffirmed by the order and contractors 
handling government orders were forbidden from. discriminat ing 
against workers 11because of race , creed, color , or nat i onal 
origin . 1170 The Committee on Fair Employment Practices was 
appointed to implement this order . 71 
The March on Washington Movement gained considerable 
prestige among Negroes because of its . success . An ef:fort 
was made to set up l ocal affiliates and create a permanent 
organization out of the movement . Support for a permanent 
Fair Employment Practices Committee was organized by the 
committee which also cont i nued agitation for the full civil 
rights of the Negro . 72 Popular support gradually drifted 
away from the movement as time pass ed. This wa s probabl y due 
to its limited aim and technique of bri nging pressure through 
threatening to march on Washingt on . 
69 . 
70 . 
71 . 
72. 
Loc. Cit. 
~Franklin Frazier , ££• Cit ., P • 536 . Also see article 
by A. Philip Randolph , What the Negro Wants , QE. • Cit ., 
P • 145. 
See Earl Brown , "American Negroes and the War" , Harper 's 
Magazine , vol . 184 , No . 1103; April , 1942, p~ . 545-552. 
Also see Gunnar Myrdal , Q£• Cit. , P • 851 . 
E . Franklin Frazier , Op .~., P • 537 . 
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Protest Eevolutionary Antagonism. Shortly after World 
War I, Communist leaders made determined attempts to have 
the outstanding Negro Protest Leaders re-define the Negro's 
cause in terms of the class struggle, i.e., the current 
world struggle between the antagonistic social systems: 
capitalism and proletarianism,73 but they were not very 
successful in this attempt. 
W. E . B. DuBois, who up until the middle of the 
'thirties' was the outstanding Negro Protest Leader, was 
their principal object. In order to win him over to the 
proletarian ideology, he was invited to Russia and shown 
the liberating possibilities of the new system for the Negro 
people. 74 He remained unconvinced. 75 In 1933, DuBois 
expressed the opinion that colored labo:r• might be helped in 
a socialist system but might be used in a way to raise the 
status of whites . He thought further that a proletarian 
revolution could not be started if the object was to make 
black workers equal to white workers. Still further, 
according to him, much of the suffering of Negro labor in 
73. Oliver Cox, Q£• Cit., P• 463. 
74. w. E. B. DuBois, Dusk of Dawn. New York: Harcourt, 
Brace and Company, 1940, PP• 285ff. Also see Oliver c. 
Cox, Q£• Cit., p. 462. 
75. Loc. Cit. 
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America comes from fellow white laborers. It was thus that 
DuBois denounced the socialist movements. 76 In answering 
him James s. Allen, one of the Marxist thinkers said: 
Dr. DuBois' statement essentially exhausts the 
position taken by all petty-bourgeois Negro 
nationalism, and is the classic .expression of 
that position •••• Vfuite chauvinism is not an 
instinctive trait implanted in the breasts of 
white workers; it is both a condition and a 
result of capitalist exploita;~on and the 
oppression of the Negroes •••• 
Allen went on to make the prophetic remark that 
Dr. DuBois •••.• will either have to change 
radically his position or bec ome a pitiful 
relic of a played out program.78 
DuBois seemed to have become confused in his thinking 
as the years passed. He appeared t o capitulate in part even 
to the thoughts of Booker T. Washington. 79 By the end of 
1949 1 however, his ideological change was apparent. He lef~ 
for the second time, the National Association for the 
Advan cement of Colored People to become vice chairman of the 
Council on African Affairs vii th Paul Robeson as chairman. 80 
76. Oliver c. Cox, : Q.£• Cit., P• 462. 
77. Ibid., PP• 462-463. 
78. ~., P• 463. 
79. Loc. Cit. 
80. Loc. Cit. 
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He finally redefined the Negro problem in terms of a 
type of socialism which may be classified as a Protest 
. 81 
Revolutionary Antagonism . Instead of defining it in terms 
of the achievement of civil rights within the present 
system, he sees it as a phase of the working class in its 
struggle for pow·er. His thinking is illustrated in the 
following statement made before the House Committee on 
Foreign Relations on August 8, 1949: 
We are afraid. For we stop logical thinking. 
We invent witchwords •• If anybody questions 
the power of wealth, wants to build more TVAs, 
advocates civil rights for Negroes , he is a 
corrnnunist 1 a revolutionist, a scoundrel ••• I 
am a fellow traveler with communists in so 
far as they believe the great ideals of 
socialism as laid down by the world's great 
thinkers since the 17th century ••• I believe 
in planned industry and more just distri-
bution of wealth ••• Socialism, whether accom-
plished by communism or reformed capitalism 
or both, is the natural and inevitable end 
of the modern world, and grows out of the 
industrial revolution as a fruit out of the 
seed.82 
81. Loc. Cit. Also see Wilson Record, The Negro and the 
Communist Party. Chapel Hill : The University of North 
Carolina Press, 1951, P• 278. It should be noted also 
that Marxiam Socialism and communism are used synony-
mously with one exception. Marxian Socialism as used 
in this study does not necessarily include a belief in 
physical revolution in the Russian sense. This is true 
in the case of Communism. This distinction is made 
because it has not been definitely proven that Paul 
Robeson and W. E. B. DuBois are advocates of physical 
revolution. 
82. Oliver c. Cox, Op. Cit., p. 463 . Also see Wilson Recor~ 
PP• 278-280. 
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It is clear from this statement that DuBois is no 
longer identified with the Negro problem as such. Instead, 
he has become a leader vnthin a movement of which that 
problem represents only one facet. The fact that he is 
committed to the class struggle concept of social develop-
ment can be seen in the following statement made by him: 
Gentlemen, make no mistake. Russia and 
communism are not your enemies. Your enemy, 
ruthless and implacable, is the soulless and 
utterly selfish corporate wealth, organized 
for profit and willing to kill your sons in 
order to retain its present absolute power. 83 
The dramatic figure in this type of leadership is Paul 
Robeson. 84 He has developed into a convinced advocate of 
socialism . 85 He said in an address in New York on June 19 , 
83. 
84. 
85. 
Oliver c. Cox, Ibid., P• 464. 
Loc . Cit. 
---Loc. Cit. There is no record of Robeson 's being a mem-
ber of the American Socialist Party. He is pro-Russian 
and an alleged Communist . Although he has not pre-
sented a systematic philosophy which would identify him 
with the Communist Party , his actions and pro-Russian 
addresses definitely place him in a category which is 
Marxian . In this study , he is referred to as being a · 
type of Marxian Socialist because there is no adequate 
evidence that he is a Communist. This is true for 
three reasons: (a) it has not been conclusively proven 
that he is a member of the Co~nunist Party; (b) he has 
not confessed that he is a member of the Party, and (c) 
he has never advocated the overthrow of our present 
form of government by physical violence . The evidence 
that he is a communist is based on the fact that (a) he 
employs communist tactics in his approach to the race 
problem in America . He is persistent in his agitation. 
against the present American system; (b) he is loud in 
1949: 
I belong to the working people. I struggled 
as a boy in the brickyards, on the docks, in 
the hotels to get a living and an education. 
Ninety-five precent of the Negro people are 
workers ••• My talents would henceforth belong 
to my people in their struggle.86 
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He knows the Soviet Union first hand. With respect to it he 
said: 
Yes, I love the Soviet people more than I 
love any other nation, because of their 
suffering and sacrifices for us, the Negro 
people, the progressive people, the people 
of the future in this world.87 
The present cold war between the East and the West , 
represented by and large by American Democracy over against 
hie praise of the present economic, social, and politi-
cal system of Russia; (c) a few scholars have gathered 
and published evidence which, according to them, proves 
conclusively that Robeson is a Communist. William A • . 
Nolan and Wilson Record are the principal among these. 
This writer is confident that Robeson is Marxian because 
of his pro-Russian acts and attitude . The word 
"communist" and the expression 11a type of Marxian 
Socialist" are used interchangeably in describing the 
political and social position of Robeson. 
It is understood by the researcher that pro-Russian is 
better described by the term ttMarxism - Leninism -
Stalinismn. The qualifying word 11 type 11 which is used 
in connection with "Marxian Socialism11 . presupposes this 
realization and possibility. 
86. Quoted from 11Time 11 • vol. 53, No. 26, June 27, 1949 , 
P• 26. 
8 7 • See 11T ime 11 , QE.. Cit • , p • 36 • 
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Russian Communism, has rendered Paul Robeson, and the move -
ment that he represents very unpopular in this country . 
This movement is pe rhaps , most effectively represented in 
the Peace Progressive Party . 
Significance of the Study 
Since the s igning of the Emancipation Proclamation, 
Negro Protest Leadership has tended to gravitate into two 
opposing systems . These two systems are representative 
aspects of the basic t rends of ideological conflict in the 
world today , viz . , the conflict between the ideologies of 
Russian Communism and American Capitalism. Both systems are 
concerned about the Negro in the sense that they desire his 
loyalty and support . The Russ i an Communi sts have increas -
ingly concentrated their ef forts to win this loyalty and 
support . At the same time , American Capitalism has sought 
to retain this loyalty and support by acceding to some of 
the Negro ' s demands or by exerting pressure on him, 
depending upon What it deems most expedient . Both groups 
have concentrated especially upon Negro leadership with 
increasing intensity . Thus, in a sense the Negro stands 
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between these two opposing ideologies. As a result certain 
tensions have developed among Negro leaders creating among 
them what might be termed a type of crisis. This crisis is 
promoted by the second class status of the Negro and his 
desire to improve that status. Each group gives him the 
promise of a brighter future. Yet , he has reason to dis-
trust them both largely on the basis of their history. 
P~erican Capitalism, for example, ~~s not seen fit to place 
him on a par with white Americans. He is still, in too many 
instances, the last hired and the first fired. 88 Russian 
Communism places too much stress on materialism for many a 
person, irrespective of race, to feel that his welfare will 
be of major concern.89 
Nevertheless , the Communist Party has put forth 
special efforts to win the loyalty and support of the Negro~ 
88. See Carey McWilliams , Brothers Under the Skin. Boston: 
Little, Brown Company, 1945, chap . 8. 
89 . See 11 Frimer on Communism". New York: Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai B'rith, 1951, p. 9. 
90. See William A. Nolan, " Communist Propaganda and Tactics 
Among Negroes in the United States" . New York: 
Dissertation submitted in partial fulfillment of the 
requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 
the Department of Political Philosophy and the Social 
Sciences of Fordham University, 1949. Published under 
the title : Communism Versus the Negro . Chicago: 
Henry Regnery Company, 1951. Also see Wilson Record, 
Q£• Cit., PP• 278ff. 
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Some authorities feel that Paul Robeson and w. E . B. DuBois 
are being used to this end by the Communists . 91 
In the final analysis , the Negro is involved in a 
triangle of problems which stand out in his lif'e today. 
They are (a) his desire for complete equality and racial 
integration; (b) the demands of American capitalism; (c) 
the pressure of Marxian Socialism. The basic problem in his 
effort to decide between these alternative ideologies is 
that of deciding which one will provide the best results in 
terms of civil rights . 
The Progressive Party is one means through which 
American Communists have endeavored to win Negro favor and 
92 
support . 
With the conversion of w. E. B. DuBois to commm1istic 
ideologies, 93 and with the support of Paul Robeson , 94 the 
ground for selling communistic ideology to Negroes b ecame 
much more fertile . The possibility of these men serving as 
great factors of influence upon American Negroes can be seen 
in the fact that the latter had great respect .for them as 
91. Loc. Cit. 
92 . See 11Time 11 , QE.• Cit • 1 p . 36 . Also see Wilson Record, 
2£· Cit ., P • 278 . 
93. Wilson Record, Op. Cit ., PP• 278-280 . 
94. Lo c. Cit . 
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leaders in their various fields of endeavor . 
It was partly because of the recognition of the fact 
that these men were greatly respected by the masses , and 
could possibly carry some political power with them, that 
other Negro leaders have seen fit to denounce them on 
certain occasions . 95 
The growth of communism among Negroes will of necessity 
subject the Negro masses to greater confusion relative to 
where they should place their loyalty and trust in their 
endeavor to win their civil rights . 
A divided Negro leadership cannot have adequate 
influence to stimulate the masses to concerted action . Yet , 
a united leadership is partly contingent on an elimination 
of the present indecision relative to the present national 
and world conflict of ideologies. 
A knowledge of whether complete racial , social , politi-
cal, and economic integration within either or both of the 
conflicting ideologies will make for the necessary unity . 
This study is not only significant, then , for the 
contribution that its f i nding will make to sociological and 
95 . See Time , Q£• Cit ., p . 36 . Also see Oliver C. Cox, Q£• Cit ., p . 464 and Wilson Record, 2£• Cit ., chap . 1 . 
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social scient ific knowledge and methodology , but a l so f'or 
the contribution that it will make for the attainment of' 
civil rights for Negr oes in America . 
Related Studies • No r esearch has been done on the 
problem as defined . An article a ppeared in 'The Journal of' 
Negro Education ' during the fall of' 1950 wh ich was re l ated 
to the problem . Written by Oliver c. Cox, it was entitled, 
11The New Crises in Leadership Among Negroes . 11 Mr . Cox 
endeavored to discuss certain tensions developing betwe en 
different types of' Negro leaders which h e termed as c r ises . 
He referred t o these as the Washingtonian , the Garvian, and 
the New Crisis . 96 According t o him new tensions develop 
with each new type of' leadership . The New Crisis is the new 
tensions which have arisen with the newest type of leader -
ship , viz ., Protest Revolutionary Antagonism . 
Gunnar Myrdal, in part IX of' An American Dilemma , 
volu.me II , presents a study on what he terms, Leadership and 
Concerted Act ion . He pointed out the pattern of' individual 
leadership as it rela tes to mass passivity, or lack of 
97 organized and dynamic mass movements , in this country . · 
The types of' leadership are classified as intelligent and as 
96 . Oliv er c. Cox, Q£• Cit ., P • 459. 
97 . See Gunnar Myrdal , Q£• Cit ., vol . II , chap . 33. 
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community leadership . The former has reference to leaders 
with formal academic preparation acceptable to the standards 
of the academic and professional groups . The latter has 
reference to that type of leadership confined to local 
communities. The assumption here is that the general 
populace assumes the possibility of mass control through 
"community leaders." The leaders are expected to move the 
masses to action and to control them. The masses are 
passive and indifferent. Negro leadership must be studied 
in this setting . 
Everyvvhere it is assQmed that the method of reaching 
goals is indirect and only involves reaching the leader 
and consequently influencing the masses through them. 
Yet, Myrdal 1 s entire thesis was based on the fact of 
the passivity of the masses with respect to the ideals or 
goals striven for by their leaders. This pattern is exem-
plified throughout the social structure of America . 9 8 
He also discussed the problem from the standpoint of 
"Accommodating Leadership and the Negro Protest.1~9The main 
emphasis here was placed upon the role of the accommodating 
Negro leader in the American caste system as it relates to 
Negroes and whites. 
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Negro leadership is typed according to the extreme 
policies of behavior of the Negro in light of his status as 
a subordinate caste. He has typed them as protest and 
accommodation. The attitude of the protest leader is mainly 
dynamic. That of the accommodation leader is static. 
Accommodation is the stronger in the South because it 
accommodates the caste minded whites in their efforts to 
control the Negro. Mass passivity leaves this control 
relatively unhampered. The whites look with greater favor 
upon this type of leader. 
For the Negro masses of the South, the accommodation 
leader is a means through Which pleas can be made to the 
whites. Vfuite leaders, having more influence on the whites, 
are more favorable. 
Northern whites have less cause for concern about the 
Negro. In the North, Negroes have the protection of fairly 
impartial justice. The anonymity of large cities offers 
them a certain amount of protection also. They can vote and 
press their needs in minority politics. In fact, they have 
little need for accommodation leaders to court the whites. 
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Much consideration is given to Negro Protest . He 
traces the beginning of the movement from the time of Negro 
Slavery in America . He then discusses, psychologically, the 
Negro Protest Motive with emphasis on how it has affected the 
Negro personality . The Negroes' thinking was conditioned by 
his circumstances . 
Social and economic expediency produced a compromise 
leadership on the part of Negroes. 'rhis included the 
"Uncle Toms" and the types of Negro leaders that whites saw 
fit to pick for the various positions that they controlled. 
After evaluating Negro Protest and Improvement organi-
zations the media of Negro protest were treated. These 
included the Church, school and press. 
Wilson Record presents a chapter called "Negro Protest 
and Radical Ideology" in his book, The Negro and the Com-
munist Party . Here he discusses the historical development 
of the Negro Protest, brings attention to the Negro Problem 
in America, and discusses the historical development of the 
Negro Protest beginning with the period of slavery and 
tracing it up through the mid-twentieth century.100 Its con-
tribution was rather remote and indirect. He takes the 
100. See Wilson Record, QE• Cit., chap.l. 
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position that the Communists controlled the Progressive Party 
in 1948 and through it endeavored to appeal to the Negro . 
In doing this it secured offices for Negroes in the Progres-
sive Party and secured a platform which included a strong 
civil rights plank . For fear that this might entice Negroes, 
and to prevent the possibility of losing them, the Democratic 
Party wrote a strong civil rights plank in their platfo rm 
also . Thus , according to Mr . Record, the Communists indi -
rectly contributed to civil rights . Only by implication 
might this be related to our problem in this study . 
The purpose of the book was: 
To trace the development of the Communist Party 
program on the Negro question , to examine certain 
of its historical and theoretical origins and the 
means whereby it has been implemented, and to 
evaluate it in terms of its contribution to 
achievement of a more complete citizenship for 
the Negro in America ••• 10~ 
Other than what has been stated the b ook made no 
further contribution beyond describing the efforts of the 
Communists to vdn the Negro . 
In ~949, William A . No~an completed a piece of research 
entitled, "Communist Propaganda and Tactics Among Negroes in 
the United States .n102 
101 . 
102 . 
Ibid., P• 15 . 
A dissertation submitted in partial fulfillment of the 
requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 
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This study is indirectly related to the aspect of the 
problem which deals with the possible influence of the 
Communist Party on Paul Robeson and W. E. B. DuBois . 
Mr . Nolan's work is really a study of Communist propa-
ganda in the United States . It describes the attempt of the 
Communist Party to exploit the misfortunes of the Negro . The 
emphasis is upon trends, t'echniques , tactics and strategies . 
People or groups that exemplify these trends are also dealt 
with . The researcher takes the position that much of the 
agitation and propaganda vmich the Communist Party of this · 
country directs against American Negroes has a unique 
character based upon special problems which rise out of 
practices of discrimination in the United States of America . 
The work is divided into three sections . Part one 
outlines those activities of the Communist International and 
the Soviet Union . The point for including this section was 
to lay a historical and ideological foundation necessary for 
evaluating Communist propaganda among American Negroes. 
This latter question was divided into two parts which 
the Department of Political Philosophy and the Social 
Sciences at Fordham University, New York, 1949 . In 
1951 it was published by Henry Regnery Company of 
Chicago under the title : Communism Versus the Negro . 
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represent the two main slogans of the Communist Party . They 
are uEqual Rights" . and "Self Determination in the Black 
Belt . " The former has been directed to other minority 
groups as well as Negroes . The latter has been applied only 
to Negroes . 
The second and third parts of the study are chronolog-
ically developed within the framework of their particular 
slogans . In these, seven distinct periods were emphasized. 
According to the author, these periods depend upon seven 
changes that have been taken by the Communist line in this 
country from 1919 down to the present. The position is that 
these changes of propaganda and tactics can only be under-
stood by reference to What has gone on in Russia. 
Several times, throughout the study, Paul Robeson was 
used as an example of the exemplification of the trends and 
techniques of the Party. There were also specific examples 
of the Communist Party taking the initiative in taking a 
hand in certain cases that were under the charge of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People~03 
103. The cases of the Scottsboro Boys and the Trenton Six 
were examples in point. Mr . Nolan holds that the 
Co~nunists helped with them for propaganda and agita-
tive reasons and not to help the victims . '11he NAACP 
was quiet and unagitative in its efforts in order to 
maintain a good racial feeling when the cases were 
over . The Communists desired ill f eeling and antago-
nism . 
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Emphasis was placed on the techniques used in handling these 
cases. 
Another piece of research was done on "The Rise of 
Pr o test Movements Among Negroes Since 1900" by Robert Hughes 
B . b J 104 rls ane, r. The objective of the study was to ascertain 
what if anything has been gained for the Negro as a result 
of Negro Protest Movements since 1900. In working toward 
this objective the author did three things: (a) he made an 
assessment of the achievements of Negro protest groups; (b) 
he made an analysis of the criticism levelled against them; 
and (c) he made predictions on the future possibilities of 
these groups. The study was primarily historical. 
The following is a brief smmnary of the work: 
Since 1865 the Negro has manifested two main attitudes 
toward his environment in the United States. They are 
accommodation and protest. These may be classed as phil oso-
phies because they bave literature of justification and 
defense. 
104. A dissertation submitted in partial fulfillment of the 
requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 
the Department of Political Science at Harvard Univer-
sity, Cambridge, 1949 (unpublished). 
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Protest Movements among Negroes have achieved very 
little during their history. They have achieved practically 
nothing for Negroes in the area of civil rights legislation. 
The greatest achievements have been legal aid and social 
service represented best in the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People and the Urban League. Negroes 
have recently learned to respect these two organizations. 
Educational and propaganda work is next in importance 
in the work for Negro Protest groups. 
Until 1930 the cries for civil and political rights 
were loud but were killed by the depression. They were 
substit;uted by cries for economic fair play. 
Two major criticisms have been made against protest 
movements among Negroes. First, they are financed by white 
philanthropists. Second, they are overstaffed by bourgeois 
Negroes. These criticisms were only good before the depres-
sion. After the depression fewer contributions were made by 
white philanthropists. More appeals were made to Negroes. 
A third criticism arose after the depression. There 
were too many protest movements among Negroes. Many of them 
overlapped each other. There has never been a large number 
of important movements at any one time. 
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In the future Negro protest movements will be limited 
to those with specific attainable objectives. 
The present day Negro prefers integration in American 
society. Movements toward nationalism do not appeal to him. 
It should be noted that this study dealt primarily with 
general achievements of protest movements among Negroes . 
Specific achievements of particular movements are not 
emphasized in any detail. For example, it stressed achieve-
ments in the political area, educational and propaganda work. 
He also refers to the general failure of the movements. He 
criticized the general leadership of the movements. 
The author referred to the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People and the National Urban League 
as the outstanding Negro protest organizations of the day. 
He felt that they served primarily as a means of legal aid 
and social service to Negroes. He did not go technically 
into the methods and strategies of either organization. The 
achievements were not discussed in detail. 
His assertion that the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People105 is primarily a means of 
105. The Urban League is not further discussed at this point 
because it is not of paramount importance to the 
problem of this study. 
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legal aid and that it has achieved practically nothi ng out-
side of this is not in keeping with the facts as revealed 
106 by the history of this movement. 
The thesis did not treat with the movement led by Paul 
Robeson and W. E . B. DuBois.107 
Analysis ~ the Problem 
The Problem Restated. The problem of this study is to 
discover and compare the nature and effectiveness of the 
leadership in Negro Protest Action as represented by the 
National Association f or the Advancement of Colored People 
and in the Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism as 
exemplified by the leadership of Paul Robeson and w. E. B. 
DuBois. 
The Negro Protest Actionist and the Negro Protest 
Revolutionary Antagonist are at complete odds in the way in 
which they see and a pproach the problem of securi ng civil 
rights. While the revolutionist seeks to solve the Negro 
106. 
107. 
See chap. 2 of this study. 
This is probably due to the fact that the thesis was 
completed in 1949, the year when Paul Robeson started 
attracting great attention as a pro-Russian and anti-
American advocate. Prior to this time he was rela-
tively obscure as a political or social leader. It 
was still later when w. E . B. DuBois b e came highly 
publicized as an alleged agent of pro-Russian pro-
paganda. 
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problem in a fundamental transformation of the social system, 
the protest act ionist accepts and works within the framework 
of the social s ystem. He has no des i re to transform that 
system. His desire, rather, is one of integration. He has 
no cla ss definition of his principal opponents, but the 
undel imited racial concept, white people. He may at times 
refe r to them as the poor white people, at other times as 
t he poor whites of the South. He has much the same con-
ception of the values of the American social, economic and 
political system as that of the whites. His goal is un-
restricted inclusion in the system as it is. 
The revolutionary antagonist's attack on the system 
arouses in the protest actionist a negative response which 
tends to identify his conditioned attitudes with the inter-
ests of the whites . The whites capitalize upon this and in 
t heir efforts to frustrate the revolutionary antagonists 
ordinarily make friendly concessions to the protest 
actionists. For example, Walter White was regarded as a 
respectable oracle on Negro affairs when he answered Paul 
Robeson's Paris Peace Conference statement to the effect 
that Negroes "could not be drawn into war with the Soviet 
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U . ul08 n1on. The presidential campaign of 1948 offered an 
ex~~ple of a political concession on the part of the 
Democratic Party for the purpose of foiling the efforts of 
the Progressive Party to secure strong Negro support. Wilscn 
Record said relative to this matter : 
The Communists in the Progressive Party were 
largely responsible for the great emphasis 
placed on Negro rights in the platform and 
during the political campaign itself. This 
was a part of the Communists' strategy of 
making special appeals to racial and ethnic 
minorities . It was thought by a number of 
observers during early 1948 that the Pro-
gressive Party might be able to swing a 
large number of Negro votes in decisive states 
such as New York, Illinois, California and 
Ohio. This anticipation without doubt 
influenced the Democratic Party subsequently 
to incorporate the new well known civil rights 
proposals in its 1948 platform. In this 
respect it can be said that the Progressive 
Party made an important indirect contribution 
to the advancement of Negro rights in the 
political arena. This was one of the unantici-
pated con sequences of its actions; and it was 
an unwelcome consequence because the ADA elements 
in the Democratic Party thereby stole some of 
the Progressive Party 's thunder.l09 
It can be argued that this is a by-product of Com-
munistic Action . The difference in position of the Protest 
Actionist and Revolutionary Antagonist is not superficial. 
Both of them cannot .be right. Perhaps the Protest Actionists 
will realize that they cannot, in the present state of 
108. Oliver C. Cox, Op. Cit. P• 464. 
109. Wilson Record, op. Cit., PP• 278-279. 
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world affairs, lead the Negro people into full civil rights 
and still retain the cherished status quo. J. Strom 
Thurmond, candidate for President on the Dixiecrat ticket 
in 1948, said: 
The civil rights program is the most un-American 
law ever proposed. It would undermine our govern-
ment, our const~tution and our way of life. It 
was borrowed from the Communists who know well 
that they can never gain control of America so 
long as our1f8ndamental rights are preserved to the States. 
If the foregoing statement is correct, the Protest Actionists 
who oppose communism must give up their fight for civil 
rights. Is it likely that these leaders would abandon 
their fight for civil rights if it meant . that the nation 
woul d become socialist? It seems more likely that these 
leaders do not respect the alleged validity of Mr. Thurmond's 
judgment in this matter. 
The Definition of Terms. 
Leadership Among Negroes. Oliver c. Cox made a signi-
ficant statement when he said; 
Leadership among Negroe s is peculiarly condi-
tioned by the fact that Negroes are neither 
an autonomous people nor one conceivably 
destined to become so. Their leadership, 
therefore, has been frequently assumed by 
white persons. We may thus think of a leader 
110. S.ee Atlanta Constitution. Atlanta: October 21, 1948. 
among Negroes as any person who defines the 
common cause of the Negro people and makes 
significant suggestions to them for action 
in the resolution of that cause . 111 
It is in this sense that Leadership Among Negroes is 
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being used in this study. But since leadership also involves 
acceptance or recognition on the part of groups of people , 
for our purpose we might modify the statement of Mr . Cox and 
say that "Leadership Among Negroes" individual and collec-
tive, is the active concern for the common cause of the 
Negro people that takes the lead in significant suggestions 
and actions in t h e resolution of that cause . That cause, in 
this study , is civil rights . 
Such leadership also involves acceptance or recognition 
on the part of a number of the people . Any sizerlfollowing 
is sufficient to justify it . 
For this Study , leadership among Negroes is limited to 
Negro leaders . Thus the fact that the particular concern is 
"Negro Protest Leadership" makes it necessary to define Negro 
Protest Leadership as it is used in the study . This type of 
leader is distinguished from the former by the word "Protest". 
A Protest is "a solemn declaration of disapproval of , or 
111 . Oliver C. Cox, Q£• Cit ., p . 459 . 
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lack of full consent in complying with , a law, a demand, 
etc.n112 In contrast to accommodation which is static, 
prot~st is ma inly dynamic . 113 The protest may be written or 
oral, formal or informal, public or private . Protest, as it 
is used in this study may comprise any one or any combina-
tion of' these . It is by and large , made through public 
media with a desire to appeal to the public . The appeal to 
the public is usually 11moraln. The moral standard is the 
Constitution of the United States and in rare cases the 
Christian concept of brotherhood . One of' the ~ediate aims 
of the Negro Protest Leader , in his over - all endeavor to 
reach his ultimate aim or complete social , political , and 
economic integration and acceptance , is to a ppeal to the 
moral conscience of American citizens and Christians in 
light of the American Constitution and the teachings of the 
Christian Bible . 114 
Negro Protest Leadership . This type of leadership is 
based on protest against the e xistent state or condition of 
the American Negro as an America~ citizen . It is concerned 
112 . William A . Neilson , (Editor in Chief) , Webster ' s New 
International Dictionary . Second Edition , Unabridged, 
Springfield: C and C Merriam Company , 1934, p . 1990 . 
113 . See Gunnar Myrdal , 2£• ~., vol. II, P • 720 . 
114. Ibid., vol . I , p . XLVII (Introduction). Myrdal r e fers 
to the object of appeal to the moral conscience as the 
"American Creed" . The use of the word "Christian" 
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with changing or adjusting the undesirable state or condi-
tion into a more acceptable one . 
The Negro Protest Leader . This person may or may not 
originate the objection, but shares it and assumes the 
leadership in objecting to the existent and undesirable 
state or condition, specific or general , and in the attempt 
to change or adjust the undesirable state or condition to 
the objective as he sees and has defined it . Ordinarily it 
is assumed that the aim is understood by the Negro masses . 
Protest Legal Action . This is the attempt to reach the 
objective or objectives primarily by means of legal and/or 
court action . This includes measures for the enforcing of 
established laws that have a bearing upon civil rights , the 
benefits of which the Negro is being denied; the reinter-
pretation of laws with a view towards the gaining of full 
civil rights for the Negro; the securi ng of new laws by means 
of new legislation, executive orders , and court decisions 
that are favorable to the Negro ; and by seeing that the 
rights o£ Negroes are protected in the courts, and that their 
does not necessarily preclude 11 Judaism11 • Christianity 
appears to be the most commonly accepted religion in 
America . For this reason the term "Christianity" is 
more commonly used . 
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cases are tried before fair and impartial judges and juries. 
It is an attempt to get legal justice, i.e., justice in the 
courts ; police protection and protection against persecution 
from the police ; to get administrative jobs in the civil 
service and a fair share of work in public institutions and 
services. 
Protest legal action is one or the chief methods employed 
by the National Association for the Advancement or Colored 
People in its efforts to win civil rights for Negroes . 
Protest Revolutionary Antagonism. This movement sup-
ports its protest with active opposition with the purpose of 
changing the existent social and political system. It 
approaches the Negro pr oblem not in terms of the achievement 
of civil rights within the existing framework of society, 
but in socialistic terms of class s truggle for power. 
The Pr otest Revolutionary An tagonist, then,is not 
ident ified with the Negro problem as such. Instead he is a 
leader within a movement which includes that problem--though 
he is especially concerned with it. This was evidenced by 
Paul Robeson when he said, "Ninety-five percent .or the Negro 
people are workers ••• my talents would hence-forth belong to 
rrry people in their struggle.nll5 
115. Gunnar Myrdal , QE• Cit., vol. II, p. 820. 
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His over-all and most immediate concern then is the 
establishment of a new social and political system which is 
necessary before there can be a real solution to the 
problem of civil rights . Civil rights for Negroes will come 
as a kind of by-product of Socialism. This he proposes to 
do by protest antagonism . 
The :Nature of Negro Protest LeadershiP..• Nature refers 
to innate or inherent character. 116 It is the distinguishirg 
quality or essence of anything. 117 It is in this sense that 
ttnatu.re" is being used in this study . When "The . Nature of 
Negro Protest Leadership" is referred to, the innate 
character , essence, or quality of Negro Protest Leadership 
is the concern. It is that quality which distinguishes it 
from all other types of leadership. 
The Effectiveness of Negro Protest Leadership. Here , 
the concern is primar•ily the word neffectiveness" . Its 
meaning for this study can best be described as the degree 
to which such leaders, through the process of protest 
~eadership , r each their goals or objectives . The goals or 
objectives must be immediate , i.e., they must be the goals 
116. 
117 . 
Loc. Cit . 
See Paul Robeson , 11For Freedom and Peace" . New York : 
Council on African Affairs , June 19 , 1949 , P • 8 . 
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or ob jectives of the leadership efforts being measured . If 
the leader should replace them with new or assumed ones , the 
degree to which the assumed as well as the original ones 
should be measured . So , by the "Effectiveness of Negro 
Protest Leadershi p" , we mean the degree to which, through 
the efforts of Negro Protest Leadership , the immediate goals 
or objectives of concern , are reached or attained. 
Goals . Goals, aims, and objectives are used synonymously 
to signify the achievement of the purpose or purposes . They 
are the premeditated ends , the purpose or purposes to be 
achieved or desirous of achievement . 
Assumed Goals . Assumed goals , aims , and objectives are 
used synonymously to signify those that are not original . 
They w~y be taken for granted by the leader or other persons 
but are not the same as t h ose for which the movement wa s 
organi zed or set up . 
Announced Goals . Announced goals are used synonymously 
with assumed goals . 
Subsidiary Goals . Goals that are assumed, announced or 
incidental • . They may develop as by-products of efforts 
toward original goals . 
Methods . This word is used to signify the order or 
orders of procedure that are followed in pursuing the aims 
52 
or goals . 
Strategy . Strategy is used to signify skillful and 
effective application of method. It is the expedient use of 
method--the application of method in such a way as to gain 
optimum results . It is making use of the best ways of 
reaching the goals . 
Tactics . This expression is used to signify the 
arrangement and application of orders of procedure for the 
attainment of the g oal or goals . 
Legal Action . Action within the bounds of formal law . 
It may be called " lawful action". This d iffers from Protest 
Legal Action in the sense that the latter is more aggressive 
in utilizing legal procedures and/or enforcing legal action . 
Legal Action is not aggressive in this sense of the word but 
refuse s to act other than within the bounds of established 
law . Both Legal Action and Protest Legal Action are used by 
the National Association f'or the Advancement of' Colored 
People . 
Legal Victories . Any victory won by legal action . 
Socialism . A political and economic theory of social 
organization based on governmental or collective . ownership 
of the essential means of production and distribution. It 
bitterly opposes Capitalism mainly on the grounds that 
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profit is robbery at the expense of the labor force. In 
order for this end to be corrected the proletariat must take 
over the reins of government . This is essentially . Marxian 
Socialism. S~cialism, Marx~an Socialism, and communism are 
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used synonymously in the study. 
Communism. An extreme development of Marxian Socialism 
as practiced in Russia. It seeks not only to abolish profit 
but also private property. Believin~ that the end justifies 
the means --any means , it has few scruples in giving and 
retaining power.ll9 
118. There are many modifications of and varieties of social-
i sm . The socialists on the continent of Europe, for 
example, while professing allegian~e to Marx, are, in 
reality, social reformers. The Labor Party in England 
is more Benthamite in origin and outlook than Marxian. 
The Socialist Party in the United States seems to be 
somewhat similar, working entirely within the frame-
work of the law and toward a "liberal" socialism, with 
adequate guarantees for individual rights. Socialism 
in this study does not refer to these types, but to 
those groups that see no solution to social problems 
within the existing social system and who advocate a 
thoroughgoing change in it. 
It must be understood that the concern is not "scientif-
ic" socialism or communism as taught by Marx and Engels 
and stated in the "Communist Manifesto" . Instead, the 
concern, When referring to Russia, is with what might be 
termed 11Marxism - Leninism - Stalinism". 
119. Loc. Cit. 
Communists . Members of the Communist Party and/ or 
working actively in the interest of Russia . l20 
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Alleged Communists . Those that are declared or identi-
fied as Cormnunists but without conclusive proof . 
Victories . The achievement of a particular goal. This 
may be original or assumed . 
Collateral Victories . Victories that come as by-
products of an effort or efforts to reach a goal . 
Civil Rights . This expression is taken to mean complete 
equality and full integration in American economic, social ~ 
and political life . Civil rights are all of the rights 
guaranteed by the American Constitution to American Citizens. 
These include: (a) equality before the law, (b) equality in 
security of the person , and (c) equality in human dignity . 
Protest Action of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People . This takes in any and all 
action of the Association in its efforts to attain its goals 
or objectives . 
Movement . A series of acts and/or events tending toward 
a definite end or goal . It may involve one or more persons . 
120 . Members of the Communist Party are designated, through-
out the study, by a capital 11C11 • The type of communism 
a s cribed to Robeson and DuBois is spelled with a small 
" c u . 
Delimitations 
It is not the concern o~ this study to examine every 
type o~ Negro Protest Leadership. The area is much too 
great. 
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Furthermore , it is not necessary to do this in order to 
determine the general nature and e~~ectiveness o~ Negro 
Protest Leadership in securing civil rights. For 11protestu 
which is the distinguishing element of Negro Protest Leader-
ship is not,in essence, relative. It is only relative in the 
degree in Which that essence is mani~est. Protest , for 
example, always possesses an element of disapproval and is 
always dynamic. It also involves a ~orm o~ agitation. 
This may be legal, illegal or non-legal. 
How strong the disapproval is or how dynamic the protest 
may be will vary under di~ferent circumstances and in certain 
types o~ Negro Protest Leadership, but the elements are 
themselves always there. The same thing is true o~ agita-
tion. It is in this sense that prot est is not relative. 
ttLeadership 11 may be accommodative, collaborative , 
compromising, aggressive or passive in varying degrees, or it 
may be revolutionary in character. Yet it is always based 
upon or concerned with a "cause" with signi~icant sugges-
tions for action in the resolution o~ that cause. 
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It is for these reasons that the type of Negro Protest 
Leadership does not determine or alter the essential nature 
of Negro Protest Leadership. The effectiveness of Negro 
Protest Leadership is a function of many variables, most of 
which do not admit of empirical development. Not only is it 
influenced by the nature of the goals and by innumerable 
environmental factors but by the nature of the efforts put 
forth by that leadership. vVhether its efforts are rat ional 
or emotional , mediative or coercive, whether they are appeals 
to conscience or to physical force, whether they seek to 
attain their goal within the status quo or in the establish-
ing of a new order, these are significant. With the excep-
tion of an attempt on the part of one movement to gain the 
desired ends by revolutionary means, all other attempts have 
one thing in common. They have no desire to change the 
existing social, economic, and political order . fundamentally. 
There are many instruments for operating within the 
status quo that may be used by Negro Protest Leaders . 
Newspapers, radios, mass meetings, individual a ppe a ls, poli-
tics, organizations and the like, all subject to and limited 
by the regulations, customs, and ideals of the existent 
social and political system, are utilized in varying degrees 
by most if not all types of Negro Protest Leaders. This 
places them again in fairly common classification. The 
differences being determined by the degrees and skills of' 
which these instruments are used by each and the circum-
stances surrounding them. 
Often the effectiveness of the instrument is reduced 
57 
by disadvantageous circumstances. The potential effective-
ness of the newspaper where the circulation is large and 
reading habits are good, is certainly better than in an area 
where the circulation and reading habits are poor. 
Negro Protest Leaders who are in accord with the sta tus 
quo often find themselves in an ambiguous position. Although 
a protest actionist will not give in to a custom, he will 
succumb to legal enactments which are products of' custom and 
which justify the practices of the area in which they are 
made. He ·would not dare violate a jim-crow law as long as 
it was legal. On the other hand, a protes t accommodationist 
would succumb to custom if' it is expedient at the moment. 
He would accept jim-crow, though it is not legal, if his 
dominant fellow citizens were sufficiently insistent on his 
doing so. 
Likewise, ultimate goals will vary according to the type 
of leadership. Some will be more demanding upon the existing 
order. While one ultimate goal will be chosen on solely its 
merits, another will be chosen in light of the social and 
political milieu . The possibility of c ompromise is always 
greater with the latter. 
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It is just a matter of degree, then, how each type of 
Negro Protest Leader that accepts the present order will 
oppose or accept certain of the restrictive elements in the 
social and political system. 
Thus, to study and relate the types of Negro Protest 
Leadership that accept the status quo is not so important 
as studying a type of such leadership, which in its essence 
best represents the essence of all, a nd which is significant 
as a movement, and compare its nature and effectiveness with 
a type of Negro Protest Leadership which seeks to realize 
its ultimate end in the complete revision of the status quo. 
Negro Protest Action a s represented in the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People , is the 
type of lea dership that accepts the existing order and which 
has been selected for the study. It will be compared with 
Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism as represented by 
Paul Robeson and W. E . B. DuBois, a type of leadership not 
favorable to the present social, economic, and political 
system. 
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Not as much emphasis has been placed upon the nature as 
the effectiveness of these two types of Protest leadersh ip. 
This is due to the f act that the determination of effective-
ness is much more intricate and must be measured in terms 
of more relative instr1unents, viz., efforts and objectives 
or goals . 
It sh ould be pointed out further, that inasmuch as the 
Prote st Revolut i onary Antagonist sees the realization to the 
end of civil rights for Negroes through the establishment of 
a new socialistic system, and since his first aim is t he 
establishment of such a system, it might have seemed logical 
in the study, to ascertain the effectiveness of his methods 
for achieving t h is end. 
This was not necessary, hmever, to the purpose of the 
study.121 Furthermore , the original aim of the leaders of 
this movement was civil rights. The establishment of a new 
socialistic system was a later development which was first 
conceived of as a means to the end of civil r ights. While 
revolution is the most immediate aim, it is not the ultimate 
aim. 
121. The study is concerned with the effectiveness of Negro 
Protest Revolutionary Antagonism as a means f or secur-
ing civil rights. 
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Criteria 
Determination, Use and Relativity of Cr i teria. The 
standards for measuring effectiveness were based on the 
objectives of the protest leadership. This includes the 
objectives of the protest leadership movement and the 
objectives of the Protest Leaders involved in the movement. 
The concern was to determine the degree to which these 
objectives were reached. This means that Negro Protest 
Leadership was measured in terms of its historical context. 
The movement was critically studied and analyzed to 
discover the specific objectives which its leadership 
defined and endeavored to reach, beginning with its original 
objectives and following through with associated and collat-
eral objectives which developed as by-products of the origi-
nal and of each other, and to discover what endeavors were 
made by the movement and its leaders to reach them. 
It was understood that all of the objectives were not 
the original products of the movement. In its historical 
development some o~ the original objectives became obscure. 
Sometimes they were misinterpreted and new ones assumed. 
In such cases the assumed objectives became the bases of 
the standards for measurement. 
61 
All objectives that had a historical place in the Negro 
Protest Movement were used as a bases of measurement. These 
included original and assumed objectives. 
At t h is point, it is necessary to observe the nature of 
the efforts used for reaching the ob jectives and how they 
were a pplied in making the standard of measurement . The 
nature and a pplication of these efforts were of two specific 
types . In the case of Protest Action it was a matter of 
legal protest.l22 In the case of Prot est Revolutionary 
Antag onism it was a matter of establishing a new socialistic 
system whi ch the leader endeavors to bring about throu.gh a 
• ~ p t t h ~ • 123 k1nd OI ro es an~gon1sm. 
In each case, the degree to which the objectives were 
reached was determined by the attitude of the respective 
leaders relative to the same. Conclusive victories were 
determined on the basis of chang es of practice or law or 
official decisions making f or the s ame . Such decisions were 
made in courts, legislatures or by local , s t at e or nat i onal 
authorities. 
122. Legal protest is here used to signify protest within 
the confi nes of established law. It is iegal in the 
sense of being constitutional. 
123 . The type of socialism under concern is of the Marxian 
type. See def inition of terms, P·52 of this study. 
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For the collateral victories or accomplishments which 
are the natural products of assumed and/or subsidiary 
objectives or those that grew out of the original, or 
developed from reinterpretations or mi sinterpretations of' 
the original objectives, the determination of' the standard 
of measurement is the same. \~ere Protest Action was con-
cerned it was a matter of relating the collateral victories 
to t h e assumed or announced objectives. In connection with 
Protest Revolutionary Antagonism, collateral victories in 
terms of civil rights for Negroes ~ that were incidental to 
the over-all objective of developing a socialistic system in 
America, were related to their objective of civil rights 
through socialization . 
Collateral objectives that do not involve full civil 
rights are also related to concomitant victories. The same 
is applicable in connection with both types of protest 
lea dership. 
Hypothesis 
The fact tha t Negro Protest Action operates with in and 
through the established social institutions would seem to 
give it a distinct advantage in its fight for civil rights. 
Appealing to an accepted standard of individual rights within 
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accepted institutions would increase its chances of gaining 
popular and g overnmental support for its program. Negro 
Protest Antagonism, on the other hand, because it seeks to 
overturn the existing social order would seem to be at a 
distinct disadvantage. Its revolutionary economic and 
political doctrines would tend to alienate the support or 
those who might otherwi se be sympathetic to its stand on 
civil rights. Thus, its effectiveness would be considerably 
limited. 
Statement of Test. The test of the hypothesis was based 
on the comparative history of the two movements. The com-
parative objectives, original, incidental, and assumed as 
history revealed them, and the comparative degree in Which 
history revealed that these were reached, were the basic 
factors involved. 
The comparative increase or decrease of victories in 
light of the desired goals according to history was another 
factor. 124 
The possibility of the future effectiveness of either 
movement can better be predicted if it is becoming more 
effective with the passage of time . In the case where one 
124. The concern here is desired goals as revealed in 
written history and original docu~ents and records. 
was less effective but was growing in effectiveness at a 
greater rate than the other movement , this would be an 
important factor to be considered . The same is true where 
history might reveal that one or both were diminishing in 
effectiveness . Again ~ the diminution is a matter of the 
degree. Where one might have been on the increase and the 
other on the decrease is equally as important. 
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Consideration was taken also of the reactions of the 
movements on each other. No means were devised to determine 
the extent of influence involved in these reactions . It 
was assumed that the rea ct ions were greater in cases where 
one movement vms identif i ed in some way with communism or as 
being subversive . For that reason the mutual reactions 
were only taken under consideration in instances when one 
movement was, in some way ~ identified with communism . 
It was further assumed that Negro Protest Actionists 
were more concerned about not being identified with com-
munists or being labeled as subversive than were the Negro 
Protest Revolutionary Antagonists, and rea cted with greater 
precaution at such a possibility . As a matter of fact, the 
latter is not by nature a precautious movement . It observes 
precaution only as a means to the survival of the movement 
and not as a means of method or strategy to be used to 
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further its ends . 
Having no means of determining the extent to which the 
exercise of precaution contributed to the ultimate end of 
civil rights , these mutual reactions were not considered 
except in obvious cases . An example of this would be a case 
where the \IDites mi&~t yield to the request of one movement 
as a means of thwarting the efforts of the other . F'or such 
an exa..."'Tlple to be obvious, the whites would have to acknowl-
edge that this was their reason for yielding . 
At this point a weakness in the research is acknowledge~ 
But it is one that must stand until more precise methods of 
measurement are fourid . 
Methods of Procedure 
Restatement of the Problem. The problem was to discover 
and compare the nature and effectiveness of the Protest 
Action of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People and Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism as 
represented in Paul Robeson and W. E . B. DuBois . 
The Hypothesis . Negro Protest Action has the advantage 
of the support and goodwill of the American people and of 
the government . While this is not so with Negro Protest 
Revolutionary Antagonism, the fact that this movement does 
not put f orth an effort for this support and goodwill must 
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be considered. Although it appears logical that a movement 
which is popular with t h e people, with Which it works, can 
do more for those people than an unpopular movement, this 
fact has not been proven. 
Test of Hypothesis. The hypothes i s was tested on the 
basis of a comparison of t h e parallel historie s of the two 
movements. The reactions of the two movements upon each 
other were not with out consideration. However, no means of 
de termining the degree of the influence of the react i on of · 
the movements upon each other were found. 
Collection of Data 
The method of research was by and large literary and 
documentary but not completely so. 
The subject of the research was decided upon after which 
a check was made to determine whether it had been previou sly 
explored . Conf erences were held with libra rians and scholars 
in t h e field of race and research. Doctoral Dissertations 
Accepted by American Universities, published annually by The 
H. w. Wilson Company of New York were c onsulted. Sociolog -
ical and historical journals were inv e st igated f or studi es 
and subjects of book reviews . These included the J ournal 
of Soc i ology , the Journal of Negro Histor~ and ~ 
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Crisis magazines from their origin. The files of the 
Bishop College Library, the Wiley Col lege Library, the 
Boston University School of Theology Library, the Boston 
University Graduate School and College of Liberal Arts 
Library, the Boston Public Library, the Harvard Divinity 
School Library , the Harvard College Library, the Andover 
Newt on Theological School Library, the Detroit Public 
Library , and the New York Public Library were consulted. 
It was discovered that no studies had been made on the 
subject, but there were related studies. One was made by 
Oliver Cox and appeared in an article entitled: "The New 
Crisis in Leadership Among Negroes 11 , which appeared in the 
fall, 1950, issue of The Journal of Negro Education, pub-
lished by the Howard Universit.Y Press •125 Gunnar Myrdal did 
some research on Negro Leadership. His work appears in 
Part IX of volume II of An American Dilemma under the title: 
"Leadersh ip and Concerted Action. 11126 Wilson Record prepared. 
a chapter called "Negro Protest and Racial Ideology" which 
appeared in his book, The Negro and the Communist P~rty. 127 
125. See the bibliography. 
126. Loc . Cit. 
127. Loc. Cit . 
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William A . Nolan wrote a Ph . D. dissertation entitled: 
ttcommunist Propaganda and Tactics Among Negroes in the 
United States . n It was later published under the title: 
Communism Versus the Negro . 128 Robert Hughes Brisbane 
prepared a Ph . D. dissertation entitled: "The Rise of 
Protest Movements Among Negroes Since 190o .nl29 
Studies were investigated to ascertain the procedures 
used in research of this nature . Several works on research 
were consulted with special emphasis on Gilbert J. 
Garraghan 's A Guide to Historical Method130 and Pauline 
Young ' s Scientific Social Surveys and Research . l31 Gunnar 
Myrdal's An American Dilemmal32 was studied fo r the research 
method used in that study . 
For possible sources of information , The Readers Guidem 
Periodical Literature , published by the H. W. Wilson Company 
of New York , was consulted and also Index to Time (Magazine) . 
Visits were made t o and conferences held with the following 
organizations : The Civil Liberties Uni on of Massachusetts , 
The Anti-Defamat ion League of B' nai B'rith , the Urban League 
128 . Loc . Cit . 
129 . Loc . Cit . 
130 . Loc . Cit . 
131 . Loc . Cit . 
132 . Loc. Cit . 
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of Boston , The National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (Boston Branch) . 
Information was found in back issues of Time , The Crisis, 
The New York Times, The Daily World, The Readers Digest, The 
Black Dispatch, The Pittsburgh Gourier ,"Official Files of the 
National Association for the Advancement o.f Colored People", 
histories, biographies , auto-biographies , interviews with 
protest leaders and others . Q.uestionnaires .were used, but 
only as a guide to the interviews . l33 
Analysis oJ.' ~ 
Sub- Problems . In ob j ective studies one must be able to 
discern the facts from/ the prejudices and biases . Consider-
ation was taken of the fact that the biases o.f authors often 
enter their writings . As far as it was possible, the 
histories, biographies, and auto - biographies were cri t ically 
compared with like histories , biographies, and auto -
biographies by different authors to discover facts relative 
to original as well as assumed objectives . 
133. Questionnaires do not prove to be sufficiently effec-
tive or valid . Many are not returned . The questions 
seldom if ever get the important facts . The answers 
can often be anticipated . For further criticism see 
Pauline Young, Scientific Social Surveys and Research. 
New York . Prentice Hall, Inc ., 1949, pp. 383-428. 
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Comparisons were also made of the assumed and original 
objectives of each movement. The nature and effectiveness 
of each were compared also. 
The biographies and auto-biographies required greater 
scrutiny because of the more direct relationship between the 
authors and contents of the writings. The biographers are 
often close to or have some type of affection for the pers on 
v1ho se life they write about. In the case of the auto-
biographer, the danger of subjectivity is even greater. 
Availa-ble official records were considered authentic 
sources of information. This was in cases, however, where 
the records were well k ept , which. was often not the esse. 
Especially was this true of many of the local branches of 
the National As sociation for the Advancement of Colored 
People, although very good records were kept by the National 
office of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People and of the larger branches. 
The Protest Revolutionary Antagonism Movement was not 
so well set up as to have known branches, so that there 
were no organized records of the Movement. The most system-
atic moves and endeavors of the Movement were found in the 
writings of Dr. w. E . B. DuBois and in the addresses of 
both Dr. DuBois and Paul Robeson. Certain implications of 
the Movement were available in the records of the Progres-
sive Party . 
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It was assumed that certain implications of the Move -
ment could be found in the Cormnunist Party , but securing the 
records was almost an impossibility. 
On the bases of the records that could be 
found , a history of the Movement was written and compared 
with the hi story of Negro Protest Action . 
Friends and leaders of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People were reasonably available for 
interviews. 
Contacting Protest Revolutionary Antagonists was more 
diff icult. 
In an endeavor to sell their movements, representatives 
from both groups tended to over-emphasize the strong points 
to the exclusion of the wealc. 
Analysis of Procedure 
Limitations of Procedure . The limitations of the 
procedure are involved in its relativity. Absolute objec-
tivity is diff icult if not impossible in measuring social 
history in any of its aspects . The determination of social 
objectives are relative to history and interpretation. This 
was the case in t h is study. History was counted upon for 
the orig inal objectives. But history was, in many cases, 
interpreted to determine which objectives were incidental 
and assumed. Interpretation is rela tive to the ability of 
t h e interp reter . 
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Many o f the victories were objectively determined on 
t he bas i s of history . The historian had the privilege of 
observing the fact first hand and to examine the official 
records. The researcher had the privi lege of observing the 
work of the historian and official records. He observed 
some of the more current victori es first hand. 
Incidental and non-legal victories could not be sub-
jected to absolute ob jectivity because their reali zati on 
depend ed up on interpre tation of history and t he opinions 
of Protest Leaders. 
The comparisons wer e not absolutely objective f or the 
compared results were not det e rmined by absolu tely objective 
criteria . 
E£fectiveness of Procedure. The same procedure was 
used in connection with each type of Protest Leadership. 
The same types of objectives were looked for in e a ch. The 
s ame type s of data wer e utilized. In cases where inter-
pretat i on was necessary the same interpreter was used . The 
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procedure equalized the absoluteness and relativity of each 
in terms of what was to be compared in connection with the 
two types of Protest Leadership . Also th.is made for absolute 
objectivity in terms of the comparative results. This meant 
that although the study was not absolutely objective in 
terms of the data, it was absolutely objective in terms of 
the comparison of the data . It meant further that although 
the degree of effectiveness in each instance could not be 
absolutely determined, it could be done in terms of the 
comparative degree of each. While the procedure was rela -
tively effective in each individual study, it wa s a bsolutely 
effective in the comparative study . 
These grounds were adequate to prove the effectiveness 
of the procedure in realizing the purpose of the study . 
CHAPTER II 
The Protest Legal Action of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
~ History and Nature £! the Movement 
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The National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People was formally organized in ' l909. 1 The organization 
was an outgrowth of the words of a white Kentuckian, William 
English Walling. In 1908 he declared in an article on the 
race riots in Springfield, Illinois, 
Either the spirit of the .abolitionists, of Lincoln 
and Lovejoy must be revived and we must come to 
treat the Negro on a plane of absolute political 
and social equality, or Vardaman and Tillman will 
soon have transferred the race war to the North ••• 
Yet who realizes the seriousness of the situation, 
and what large and powerful body of citizens is 
ready to come to .their aid. 2 
A small- group of white and Negro citizens under the 
leadership of Mary White Ovington responded to _the challenge 
and issued a formal Lincoln's Birthday Call in 1909. 3 
1. See article prepared by Roy Wilkins in Rayford w. Logan 
(Editor) What the Negro Wants. Chapel Hill: University, 
of North Carolina Press, 1944 p. 117. Also see "NAACP 
••• Guide Post to Freedom;• Leaflet, New York: NAAcr, (not 
dated). 
2. Loc. Cit. See also Mary White Ovington, How the National 
ASSociation for the Advanceme nt of Colored People Began. 
New York: NAACP, 1914, P• 1. 
3. Ibid., pp. 1-2. Also see Gunnar Myrdal, An American 
Dilemma, vol. II. New York: Harper and Brothers 
Publishers, 1944, p. 819. 
75 
Oswald Garr.ison Villard, then owner and editor of the New 
York Evening P'ost, drafted this call. It demanded equality 
of opportunity and before the law, an end to disfranchise-
ment and segregation, an end to mob violence and equality in 
education. This call voiced what became the theme of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
throughout the years. To attack citizenship rights of 
Negroes is to attack white Americans and democracy as we11.4 
So, the stated goal of this body was and still is 
political and social equality.5 
This organization was conducted in the American 
tradition. The pattern was petition and protest, legal 
redress, lobbying, legislative activity, education and 
persuasion. 
It worked through the National office in New York City 
and through branches or local associations in cities 
6 
throughout the nation. The National office determined the 
4. Roy Wilkins, Q£• Cit., PP• 117f. 
5. Ibid., p. 118. Also see Gunnar Myrda1, vol. II, QE_. Cit., 
P• 820. 
6. Gunnar Myrda1, Loc. Cit. 
policy of the organization and supervised the work of the 
branches. 7 The president was always a white man. The 
officers, including the members of the Board of Directors, 
included persons from both races. Few branch officers are 
white. The executive officer and responsible head of the 
Association was the secretary. During the time of this 
study, this office was held by Walter White. There were 
thirteen vice-presidents. 
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The National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People never built up a great .mass following among Negroes. 
The membership was largely confined to the upper classes. 
This is not necessarily the fault of the organization, 
however. Nor is this lack of mass following necessarily 
peculiar to the Negro institutions and movements. It is 
8 
characteristic of American public life as a whole. In 
fact, few s~ilar organizations, if any, have reached the 
stability and size of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. 
7. See Ralph . Bunch, "The Programs, Ideologies, Tactics and 
Achievements of Negro Betterment and Interracial 
Organizations," The Negro in America, Carnegie - Myrdal 
Study, vol. I, -· New York: on deposit in the Arthur 
Schomburg Collection in New York Public Library, 1940, 
p. 36. Also see "The Fortieth Year in the Crusade for 
Civil Rights," NAACP Annual Report for 1948, New York: 
NAACP, 1948, PP• 7-22. 
8. See Gunnar Myrdal, Q£• Cit., vol. II, chap. 33. 
Membership fees are the basic source of funds for the 
work of the Association. A small part of the money is 
raised through individual contributions and from the 
contributions of a few foundations, given mostly for 
specific purposes. Negro intellectuals are, by and· large, 
the National leaders. Even in the local branches the 
officers, executive members, and boards are drawn almost 
exclusively, from the ranks of the Negro professional and 
9 business men. No other Negro Protest Organization has a 
greater following of intellectual Negroes. 10 
The branches were to assume responsibility for the 
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Negro population of a particular locality. They endeavored 
to carry out the broad program enunciated by the National 
office. They check on legislation that is biased and 
discriminatory. They also check on biased and discrimi-
natory administration of the law, and injustice in the 
11 
courts. Attempts at racial discrimination in civil 
9. Charles Johnson, The Negro College Graduate. Chapel Hil~ 
The University of North Carolina Press, P• 349. 
10. Harry w. Greene, nNegro Leadersn. Institute: West 
Virginia State College .Bulletin, Series 23, No.6, 
P• 12. 
11. Ralph Bunche, 2£• Cit., vol. I, pp. 45-47. Also see 
NAACP Annual Report for 1948 , ~· Cit., PP• 7-22. 
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rights, parks, museums, theaters, conveyances and other 
public places, and in charitable and public agencies are to 
be combated by them. 
Where great injustices were done to Negro citizens 
because of race prejudice, they were to bring test cases on 
their rights before the courts. Instances of police 
brutality against Negroes were to be fought. Northern 
branches were to be on the alert for cases of extradition 
involving Negroes that had sought refuge in the North 
against Southern injustice. They were also to seek to 
secure new laws and ordinances to protect the welfare of 
Negro citizens and to prevent race discrimination. Further, 
the branches were to assume the responsibility for stimu-
lating school attendance of Negro children, and encouraging 
Negro youth to attend high school and college. They were to 
see that careful technical training in some branch of modern 
industry was furnished to all Negro children. The branches 
were to oppose all for.ms of educational discrimination and 
demand equal educational accommodations and facilities for 
Negro youth. This included both direct and indirect forms, 
i.e., outright segregation or the zoning of educational 
districts. They were to cooperate in the fight to equalize 
teachers' salaries in Southern schools and put a stop to the 
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differentials in educational appropriations for Negroes and 
whites. Likewise they were to look after the Negro 
Communities with respect to their health needs. Tax supper~ 
hospitals excluding Negro patients were to be attacked and 
efforts put forth to place Negro nurses and internes in 
municipal hospitals. The branches were to strive for wider 
employment opportunities and better wages for Colored 
People~ oppose discrimination in the Civil Service~ cooperate 
wl. th al l community efforts for the welfare of Negro 
citizens~ combat unfavorable treatment of Negroes in the 
local press~ cultivate cordial relations w.ith the various 
groups or races of the community. They were to encourage 
Negroes to qualify for voting and vote~ exert all possible 
influence for the adoption and enforcement of civil rights 
laws~ expose and protest discriminatory practices in the 
administration of relief and on government work projects~ 
and strive for better housing for Negroes.12 
The National Office advises the branches on tactics and 
aims. The position of the National Office is that the 
health and happiness of the whole Negro group and our 
American civilization are affected by an injury to one 
13 Negro on racial grounds. 
12. Loc. Cit. 
13. -i?:rogram Book for NAACP Branches, New York: NAACP~ 
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The major portion of the work of the National Associ-
ation for the Advancement of Color~d People was done by and 
through the National Office, the influence of which was far 
out of proportion to its membership. It exerted great 
14 influence both locally and nationally. 
Generally, this office watched over Negro rights. The 
Association promptly responded to any development, nationally 
or locally, which had an adverse effect upon the Negro. The 
approach was usually as follows: the secretary sends a 
telegram or letter to the responsible officials, which was 
made public through the press service of the Association. 
It largely capitalized upon the prestige, stability and 
respect which it had assumed as a result of several years or 
constant publicity. 
Negro rights were watched over by the National Office. 
It gave special attention to national legislation. It 
endeavored to get hearings before Congressional Committees 
and other investigating bodies. Its demands and information 
on behalf of the Negroes were recorded and filed. It fought 
1939, p. 1. Also ~AACP Annual Report for 1948. 
Q£• Cit., PP• 7-22. 
14. See NAACP Press Service Series , No. 22. Also see 
Ralph Bunche, ££• Cit., vol. I, P• 40 and Gunnar 
Myrdal, ££• ~., vol. II, P• 826. 
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for remedial legislation and for the adoption of changes in 
administrative practices in the same way. It was prepared 
to cooperate with any other organizations working in the 
interests of the Negr·o. 
Systematic lobbying was kept up in the capitals of the 
States and the Nation. The secretary holds the chief 
responsibility for this. Also, the Association tries to get 
on public record, regarding crucial problems, the statements 
of .federal administrators, congressmen, governors, other 
state officials, and important personalities in organizations 
and in businesses.15 
It placed every elected or appointed official on record 
regarding cases affecting Negroes. These included such 
cases as discrimination in civil service, segregation, 
franchise, public works, relief, and the like. Where an 
official was derelict in his duty or openly prejudiced 
against Negroes. The National Office rallied the Branches 
to political action against officers that were derelict or 
prejudiced. It has de~eated many politicians in this way.16 
15. Ralph Bunche, 2£• Cit., vol. I, pp. 100 ff. 
16. Loc. Cit. Also see-"A Primer for Political Action". 
NAACP, American Visuals Corp., 1952., "What the 
Branches are Doing." The Crisis., NAACP, May, 1952, 
and NAACP Annual Report for 1948, Q£• ~., pp. 7-22. 
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The Association placed a great deal of stress on 
publicity. Much of the activity of the National Office was 
in the nature of educational propa.ganda. For this purpose 
it was responsible f or several publications. These include 
The Crisis, the · N.A.A.C.P. Bulletin ·, many pamphlets, 
brochures and books on various aspects of the Negro problem. 
Data for research work on the Negro problem were provided by 
the National Office . Also data were provided for political 
work . This was done even vmen such research and political 
work wa s carried on outside the Association. It furnish ed 
from its staff or active sympathizers, speakers for important 
meet ings. Its officers traveled widely in lecture tours 
over the country and abroad bringing the Negro case to the 
world. Dr. DuBois represented the Association as a lobbyist 
at the Versailles Peace Conference in order to interpret the 
interests of the Negro people to the Peace delegates.l7 It 
had its own press service which was utilized by the Negro 
press and occasionally liberal and militant white magazines 
and newspapers. In its publicity it was militant, challeng-
ing and factual. 
17. Ralph Bunche, 2£• Cit., vol. I, . P• 105. Also see 
11 NAACP ••• G-uidepost to Freedom11 , NAACP , Not Dated. 
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Generally, the Association endeavored to create favor-
able publicity for the Negro people and to win a hearing for 
their grievance from the general American public. Publicity 
was an important aspect of all its moves. In tts lob~ing 
it pretended to represent the Negro people and o£ten made 
threats by referring to the Negro vote. 
The Association always laid stress on its legal redress 
work. This was the most spectacular part of its activity. 
Its stand was taken on the legal equality of all the 
citizens of the country as stipulated in the constitution 
and in most of the laws of the States of the South and the 
North. It brought many selected cases of segregation and 
discrimination to the test of law suits.18 The organization 
also fought police brutality, peonage, and third degree 
methods in forcing confessions. 
The Strategz of ~ Movement 
The strategy of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People has been contingent upon its 
financial ability as well as its ultimate, subsidiary and 
asstimed objectives. Its policy of selecting the cases 
pursued according to their general importance was due to 
its financial inability to become a legal aid society for 
18. See Program Book for NAACP Branches · , p.6. 
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Negroes. 19 The crusade of the Association toward its goals 
were conducted in the American tradition. There were no 
cells of terrorists~ no extra-legal activities. The pattern 
was petition and protest~ legislative activity~ legal redres~ 
lobbying~ education and persuasion. 20 Implicit and explicit 
in all activities the theme was equality. 21 In his annual 
address at the forty-third annual convention of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People which ~et 
in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma~ Walter White made a statement 
which t~~ows some light on the strategy of the Association 
when he said: 
We know that we may not win full equality 
tomorrow. But we are going to continue 
fighting for it with every democratic weapon 
at our command and we will never let up in 
that fight. Let us never forget that it is 
better to die on our feet than to live on 
our knees. 22 
Discretion was used in the launching of legal campaigns. 
Its points of attack were selected with care and pushed with 
caution. At times it preferred only to preserve a favorable 
19. Guy B. Johnson~ "Negro Racial Movements and Leadership 
in the United States." American Journal of Sociology~ 
July 1937~ P• 66. Also see Gunnar Myrdai~ Op. Clt.~ 
vol. II~ P• 830. 
20. Roy Wilkins, Q£• Cit.~ P• 118. 
21. Loc. Cit. 
22. Address by Walter White, Forty-Third Annual Convention~ 
National Association for the· Advancement of Colored 
People, Municipal Auditorium~ Oklahoma City~ Oklahoma, 
Sunday, June 29 ~ 1952. 
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defense position. In cases that directly threat ened strong 
traditions in the Soutb , e . g ., anti - lynching suits or those 
destined to end separate education , the effect is a definite 
movement towards adjustment with the nat ional norms . 23 
In a sense the tactics were " opportunistic" but within 
the framework of the long-range policy to reach full equal ity 
24 
and . integration for Negroes. At times the Association was 
forced by expediency to accept a short range policy of 
accommodation to a system of segregation while pressing for 
increa sed opportunity and equality within it . On occasions 
it even found it expedient to promote segregation in its 
25 
efforts to t h is end . This wa s true in cases where race 
discriminat i on was too strongly entrenched to be attacked at 
the moment , yet there was the possibility of securing , at 
least, equal rights and accommodations for Negro citizens. 26 
This is an example of conscious opportunism involved in 
an effort t o reach an immediate or subsidiary objective 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
Gunnar Myrdal, Q£. Cit ., vol. II , p . 830 . 
See · .J? rogram BoOl{ f~AACP Branches · , p . 6. 
See Ralph Bunche, 2£· · Cit ., vol. I , p . 46. Also see 
E . Fredereck Morrow, An Outline of Br anch FUnctions , 
New York: NAACP , 1939, P • 6. 
In the case of separate education , the l oeal bran ch, 
realizing that integration was a good distance away, 
would f i ght for equal facilities , salaries and the like 
within the segregated system, not as the end but as a 
means toward that end. 
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within the framework of the overall efforts to reach the 
original and overall objective. 
The leadership was not recruited from the ranks of the 
radicals~ nor was the membership. The demands were militant 
and directed toward the Negro status. The tactics always 
conformed to expediency~ opportunism, good strategy, the 
need for cultivating the prestige of the Association, and 
favorable circumstances for victor.ies.27 
The Effectiveness of the Movement 
The Association has successfully accomplished many of 
its immediate and/0r subsidiary objectives. Some of these 
are as follows: (1) It has successfully fought the election 
or appointment to public office many persons that were 
prejudiced toward Negroes. 28 (2) It succeeded rather well 
in reaching the alert strata of the Negro people through the 
Negro press. It was less successful in its endeavors to 
reach the White public but more successful than any other 
agency. 29 (3) It has won notable v i ctories in its efforts 
to end Jim Crow education, put an end to poll-tax states and 
lynchings~ to abolish segregation in the Air Force, Navy~ 
27. Se e Ralph Bunche, QE.• Cit., vol •. I, p . 51. 
28. See ·N_ACP Press Servic~ · , Series No. 22. 
29. See .Program Book for N.f.A CP Branc!-tes , p. 6. Also see 
Gunnar Myrdal, Q£• Cit., vol. II, P• .. 827. 
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Army, and improve the opportunities for the employment and 
; 
housing of minorities. Relative to this Walter White has 
said: 
In a memorable and uncomprom~s~ng commencement 
address at Howard University on June 13, Pres-
ident Truman listed the gains in human rights 
which have been won during the past decade ••• 
He pointed with satisfaction to the presence 
of more than a thousand Negro students in the 
Universities of ten Southern states from which 
they had been hither-to barred, the reduction 
to five of poll-tax states, the decline of old 
fashioned lynchings in Which mobs of hundreds 
or even thousands burned fellow human beings 
at the stake, the abolition of segregation in 
Air Force and Navy and its partial abolition 
in the Army, the progress which has been made 
in employment and housing of minorities • 
•••• _ •• We are proud because it was the unremit~ 
ting, uncompromising battle of the NP~CP for more 
than forty-three years against appalling odds 
which is chiefly responsible for those gains. 
It was a long and expensive legal battle waged 
by the NAACP which was climaxed and won in the 
Universities of Oklahoma and Texas cases that 
opened the doors to admit the thousand ·Negro 
students of whom the President spoke.30 
(4) In a study of five t housand five hundred and 
twelve Negro college graduates made by Charles s. Johnson, 
it was revealed that twenty-five percent of them belonged to 
the N~~CP which is a much higher percentage than any other 
organization. 31 (5) Hardly any branch of the Association 
approached the realization of the ideals envisaged for its 
30 . Quoted from address by Walter White, 2£• £!!., June29,195~ 
31. Charles s. Johnson, 2£• £!!., P• 349. 
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t . k 32 ac :1ve wor~ . Myrdal explains this fact. According · to him~ 
when one considers the many adverse factors that the branches 
are confronted with it is no surprise that many do not come 
up to the working ideal of the Association. Their officers 
are not salaried. Great demands are made on their time, 
interest and intelligence. The situation in the South 
makes min<;>rity tactics difficult. Few whites are willing to 
give assistance or sympathy. Large numbers of Negroes are 
poor and ignorant. 33 
The local condition in the South is often inactivity , 
but a membership roll was maintained and there were regular 
meetings . More stress was given to the general goals of the 
Association than to the specific problems of the local area . 
Social and educational entertainments were frequently 
sponsored. 
32. This does not mean that none of the branches are 
approaching the ideal. According to Dr. Allan Knight 
Chalmers, Treasurer, NAACP, some of the larger branches 
in some metropolitan c ities like Detroit and Chicago 
have performed very well. Many of the smaller branches 
are not more effective because of the financial 
inability o~ the NAACP to employ regional secretaries 
to suprevise and stimulate the activity of the branches. 
This latter view was expressed by Roy Wilkins in his 
memorandum., Mar ch 12, 1941, cited in Myrdal, ~· Cit., 
vol. I I , p. 823. See "The Branches in Action , -
NAACP An nual Report for 1948. 
33. See Ralph Buncbe~ 2£• Cit ., vol. I, pp. 108 ff . Also 
see Gunnar Myrdal , Loc. Cit., vol. II. 
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Occasionally a branch would flare up to importance in 
its community on account of an energetic or self-sacrificing 
l eader or group of leaders. In the North the action might 
have been anything within the scope of the aims of the 
organization. In the South they were usually .restricted to: 
efforts to organize and get Negroes to vote on issues of 
great significance to them as a racial group; a representa-
tion to authorities for better housing~ better schools and 
hospital facilities, the hiring of Negro policemen, and 
firemen to serve in Negro areas, parks and playgrounds, 
occasional protests against police brutality and the like. 34 
In many Southern communities there were upper and middJB 
class Negroes that shared the opinion of the whites that the 
Association was foreign, tactless, radical, and stirred up 
undue hostility among the races. 35 Many hold that it is not 
doing anything. 36 The majority of Southern Negroes inter-
viewed hold that 11 it is doing some good," 11it is the best 
" t d f i 1 i . 37 we have. Most of hem seeme a r y nd1fferent. 
34. See Gunnar Myrdal, Q£· Cit., vol. II, p. 824. 
35. Loc. Cit. Also see Ralph Bunche, ££• Cit., vol. I, 
pp. 128-129. 
36. This was the opinion expressed by many Negroes in 
interviews with the researcher. They represent the 
following geographical areas: Oklahoma, Texas, Florida, 
Mississippi and Georgia. 
37. Loc. Cit. 
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Many Negroes dependent upon the whites, as teachers, 
and some clergymen whose churches were mortgaged to whites, 
would not participate in the Association except, in 
instances, to send their dues. Others participated but 
never urged any action. Others were afraid to have any 
dealings with it. 
Further, it was often fought or opposed by churches, 
lodges and social clubs which were competing with it for 
interest, time, and money. This was serious because the 
Association could not promise very much in terms o£ 
immediate individual returns. 
In New England the problem tended to be more a matter 
o£ indifference to the main objective with the exception of 
a few Negroes that had come from the South. Many New 
England Negroes held that there was no Negro problem in the 
New England area and consequently no need to push for Negro 
rights. The local branch of the Association was for them 
an organization for social prestige and outlet. The better 
people belonged to it and it was a chance to hold o££ices 
and sponsor social affairs. 38 
38. These facts were obtained by the researcher as a result 
of interviews with New England Negroes . The view 
expressed is primarily that of older New Englanders who 
are members of the area by birth or by long years of 
residence. The younger New England Negro was much more 
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A prominent Negro attorney in Boston and an active 
member of the Boston local branch told the researcher in an 
interview that certain New England Negro members of the 
Boston branch of the Association protested against lobb1ing 
in the Massachusetts State House on the part of the local 
branch for a State Fair Employment Practices Committee. The 
argument was that there was no employment problem for 
39 Negroes in Boston. 
There were rare instances where in whites made some 
concessions to keep the NAACP out. A Negro principal in 
Texas told the researcher that on one occasion When he 
talked to the superintendent of the schools of his city 
relative to certain things needed by his school the super-
intendant remarked, "We want you to be happy. We do not 
care to have a run-in with the NAACP."40 
Myrdal refers to a powerful Committee on Negro Affairs 
in the Upper South with a membership of about a thousand, 
carrying on most of the Negro politics in the community. 
sympathetic in his attitude toward the Association . 
This group felt that it was important as an organiza-
tion for the improvement of the status of the Negro. 
39. The name of the attorney was withheld upon request. 
40. This statement was made by the Principal of the Colored 
School (Grades 1 through 12) in Naples, Texas. 
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The leaders of this Committee point out that the NAACP 
11helps us because the white man will do t h ing s for us to 
keep the NAACP out.u41 He also gives an example of a League 
for Civic Improvement Which was maintained in a certain city 
in the Lower South to do the "pussy-footing" with which the 
NAACP could not be compromised. 42 
On the whole , Associational branches in the Northern 
cities had larger rolls probably because there were fewer 
risks for t;he individual Negro members . Many of the racial 
obstacles found in the South wer e absent in the North . 
There, franchise and freedom to carry out campaigns and take 
cases to court. give them a definite advantag e over the 
bran c h es in t h e South . 
(6) The National Office was often successful in 
cont rolling politicians by threatening , in its lobbying, to 
influence the Negro to vote against them. 43 
( 7) The lawyers of the Association were, in hundreds of 
cases, successful in saving Negroes from unfair treatment by 
41. Gunner Myrdal , Op. Cit., vol . II, p. 825. Also see 
Ralph Bunche , 2£• Cit ., vol . I, P• 130. 
42. Gunner Myrdal, Ibid., vol. II, pp. 776-777. 
43 . Gunnar Myrdal , vol. II, pp . 827-828, takes the position 
that the NAACP does not control the Negro vote. Certain 
officials of the NAACP disagree with this position . 
Dr . Allan Knight Chalmers, Treasurer of NAACP, informed 
the researcher that the Republican Party endeavored to 
bargain with the NAACP for the Negro vote near the close 
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the courts, often getting them acquited after being sentenced 
or in danger of being sentenced, and getting severe penal ties 
reduced for them. 44 The many successful fights against 
extradition for Negroes when it was proven that their 
chances f'or getting a fair and impartial trial was question-
able, has done much to reveal to the nation many of' the 
t . bl 1 1 d in the South.45 B h 11 i ques l ona e ega proce. urea y c a eng .r.g 
the exclusion of' Negroes on grand and petit juries, the 
Association shared in establishing the precedents by which 
the principle became well established that to exclude 
Negroes from jury service is to deny them the equal 
protection of the laws guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States.46 
( 8 ) It succeeded in having the "grandfather clauses" 
of Southern State Constitutions declared unconstitutional in 
1915.47 
of the presidential election of 1952 thus acknowledging 
their recognition of the NAACP's control of the Negro 
vote. Also see Henry Lee Moon, "How Negroes Voted," 
Nation, vol. 159, November 25, 1944, P• 641. 
44. Ralph Bunche, 2£• Cit., vol. I, PP• 69 ff'. Also "NAACP 
Annual Report for 1948", Q£• Cit., PP• 38-40. 
45. Ralph Bunche, Q.E.• Cit., vol. I, pp. 63 ff. 11NAACP 
Annual Report for 1948", Loc. Cit. 
46. Ralph Bunche, Q£• Cit., vOI: I:-pp. 78f'f. Also see 
"NAACP ••• Guidepost to Freedom", Q.E.• Cit. 
47. See "The NAACP", (Its Purposes and Achievements) NAACP 
Leaf'let No. 426; "NAACP ••• Guidepost to Freedom" Loc.Cit. 
Also see Gunnar Myrdal, Q.E.• Cit., vol II, P• 829. 
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(9} Although it did not succeed in putting a stop to 
the wholesale disfranchisement of the Southern Negro in the 
white primary, 48 it did ~uta stop to Southern legislatures 
enacting discriminatory provisions against the suffrage of 
Negroes. It also achieved a situation of strategy where the 
white South is forced to base disfranchisement upon extra 
49 legal measures. 
(10) For several years the Association concentrated its 
50 
attack on the unequal salaries of Negro teachers. 
Salaries of Negro teachers have been equalized with those of 
whites in some states of the South. 
(11) It has not succeeded in pushing sufficient 
congressional action in favor of the Negro people to pass a 
federal anti-lynching law, but it has succeeded in keeping 
the National conscience awake to this evil practice. 
In 1919 hardly any man of prominence or of a promising 
career would speak out against the practice of lynching. 
48. Gunnar Myrdal, ~· Cit. Progress has been made in 
actually breaking down the \~ite Primaries. The 
researcher, who is a Negro, had the privilege of voting 
in the state primary, 1952, in the state of Texas. 
49. Gunnar Myrdal, Loc. Cit. 
50. NAACP Annua l Report for 1948 ·, 2£• ~., P• 35; 
Gunnar Myrdal·, Op. Cit., vol. I, chap. 14, sec. 4. It 
should be noted that the NAACP won 30 out of 33 cases 
carried before the u. s. Supreme Court. See "The 
NAACP". (Its Purposes and Achievements) QE.• Cit. 
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In 1938 when a lynching bill was killed by a filibuster 
which lasted for twenty-one days, no man, newspaper "or 
institution of any importance could be found to defend 
lynching." In nineteen years, public opinion had been 
reversed to the extent that a number of the newspapers of 
the South both deplored lynching and endorsed federal 
legislation against it.51 Lynching as a practice was great~ 
reduced. 52 
(12) The Association has employed a •watcher' in each 
branch of Congress. It has a bureau in Washington and has 
been able to stop much discriminatory legislation, including 
bills against intermarriage, Jim . Crow bills, and residential 
segregation bills for the District of Columbia. It has 
fought for increased federal aid to education and for an 
equal distribution of federal £unds for education. It has 
also fought against discriminatory provisions in the Wages 
and Hours Act; against discrimination in C.W.A, P.W.A., W.P.A. 
projects and against adminstrational discrimination in the 
T. V .A., local relief' 1 and public utili ties; and for many 
others. 53 
51. See Roy Wilkin 1 s .article, ~· Cit., p. 119. 
52. "NAACP ••• Guidepost to Freedom", Q.£. Cit . Also see 11The 
NAACP 11 (Its Purposes and Achievements). · NAACP Annual 
Report for 1948 1 QE• Cit., p. 76. 
53. See Ralph Bunche, ££• Cit., vol I, pp. 83-100; Gunnar 
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Critique or the N.A.A.C.P. 
Protest Revolutionary Antagonists are among the most 
c ritical or the National Association ror the Advancement or 
Colored People. For them, the policy of this organization 
is an evasion of the central issue which is economic. 
According to them the Association proposes to do nothing 
about the economic system which is really the basis or the 
54 problem. 
Protest Revolutionary Antagonists that were once active 
members of the Association reel that it is no longer the 
militant organization that it used to be. 55 According to 
them, the basic reason for this lack of militancy is the 
fact that it has succumbed to economic pressure. The 
reasons for this vary. One cr~tic fe l t that the marriage of 
Walter White to a caucasian forced him into the position of 
being a tool for the capitalistic class of America. Others 
reel that he lacks the courage or vision of the real problem. 
This latter view is more characteristic or Dr. w. E. B. 
56 DuBois. 
Myrdal, Q£• ~., vol. II, P• 829; ·NAAC P Annual Report 
ror 1948 , Ibid., PP• 44-45. 
54. Ralph Bunche, Ibid., vol. I 1 p. 141; Gunnar Myrdal, 
Ibid., vol. II, chap. 38, sec. 5 and chap. 39, sec. 9. 
55. See Gunnar Myrdal, Loc. Cit. 
56. Thi s was the general contention of those followers of 
Paul Robeson that were interviewed by the researcher. 
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The more complacent laissez-f'aire sociologists of' the 
North have criticized the Association as other organizations 
for civil rights as being unscientific in its treatment of 
causes. 57 They criticize it for its concentration on civil 
58 liberties, suffrage, and publicity. "The f'undamental 
causes" are conf'licts of ninterests 11 which propaganda and 
law suits are not supposed to touch:59 
For the more contemplative Southern liberal, the 
struggle of the Association . is an idealistic and impractical 
battle against "folkways and moresn of the South. 60 
The validity of' these criticisms must be looked at 
against the intellectual background and defeatistic tendency 
in America. The making of "haphazard laws directed at 
symptoms and not at causes and without much consideration 
for social facts and possibilities" has been a natural 
The leader of' this group was, perhaps, Reverend Charles 
A. Hill, Pastor of the Hartford Avenue Baptist Church 
of Detroit, Michigan. He is high up on the list of the 
House Un American Activities Committee as a Communist 
suspect. Reverend Hill strongly denies this accusatio~ 
57. See w. E. B. DuBois, In Battle for Peace. New York: 
Masses and Mainstream, 1952, chaps. 1-7. 
58. See Guy B. Johnson, "Negro Racial Movements and Leader-
ship in the United States 11 • The American , Journal of' 
Sociology, July, 1937, p. -67. 
59. Loc. Cit. 
60. Loc. Cit • 
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tendency in America. 61 American social scientists and 
especially sociologists have developed a defeatist attitude 
toward the ushering in of social change by means of legisla-
tion. There is a strong "do nothing" tendency in American 
social science.62 Widespread among the educated classes of 
63 America is a distrust of politics and legislation. 
This is also true of Negro intellectuals in their 
reflections on various aspects of the problem of civil 
rights for Negroes. 64 They were severely effected by the 
failure of the Reconstruction. Younger Negroes do not feel 
that much can be won in politics, legislation, and law suits, 
and have tended to put their hopes in What they deem as more 
fundamental changes in the economic structure. The important 
thing at this point is the fact that a common trait is 
fatalism in regard to legislation and politics. This fatal-
ism is not a Negro characteristic but is a common American 
disease. 65 
The fact that legislation, politics and law suits have 
been effective in other sections of the world and even in 
America evidences the view that the defeatistic and 
61. Gunnar Myrdal, Q£• £!!•, vol r, chap. 1 1 sec. 11 . 
62. Loc. Cit. 
63. Loc. Cit • 
.......... 
64. Loc. Cit. 
65. Loc. Cit. 
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fatalistic attitudes held ~! many Americans relative to the 
policies of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People are exaggerations. They are rooted in their 
American background and not in their objective observations 
or appraisals of the Association. 
Another factor worthy of consideration at this point is 
the American "habit of passing Jaws without careful investi-
gation, and the relatively low standard of American adminis-
tration of law.n66 Especially is this true in the South, 
where, in the case of the Negro, law becomes a vehicle for 
maintaining white supremacy. Any law disregarding this local 
or regional self interest, although passed by the highest 
legislative branch in the nation, is frequently violated 
with impunity. The constant observation of this has 
probably had a greater effect upon the defeatistic and 
fatalistic attitude of the Negro relative to justice through 
law. 
But all this notwithstanding the quasi logical arguments 
that the low legal culture, especially of the South, renders 
legal victories empty, fail to take under consideration the 
fact that they provide a ground upon which the Negro may take 
a stand for his rights. These arguments also fail to take 
66. Loc. ~· 
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under consideration the definite trend toward a more equit-
able administration of law, even in the South. 
The Associatioq can be evaluated on the basis of the 
legal status of the Negro when it began to fight its battle 
and the danger of the trend then under way. In connection 
wl th this, James Weldon Johnson said: 
When the NAACP was founded, the great danger 
facing us was that we should lose the vestiges 
of our rights by default. The organization 
checked that danger. It acted as a watchman 
on the wall, sounding the alarms that called 
us to defense. Its work would be of value if 
only for the reason that without it our status 
would be worse than it is.67 
Dr. Bertram w. Doyle, another Negro, has seen the same 
effect. He said: 
67, 
68. 
The significance of the agitation for rights 
and equality, as exemplified in, say, Mr. DuBois, 
formerly a guiding spirit in the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 
was that under his sCheme the races were not to 
be allowed to come to terms, and race relations 
were not again to be fixed in custom and 
formulated in codes before the Negro had fully 
experienced his freedom. Resistance to 
compromise has, then, helped to keep the racial 
situation in a state of flux and has tended to 
serve notice on the white man that weaker peoples 
expect him to live up to the principle estab-
lished in his laws--those laws to which he 
proclaims loyalty.68 
James Weldon Johnson, 
New York: The Viking 
Bertram W. Doyle, The 
the South. Chicago: 
Negro Americans, What Nowf 
Press, 1934 1 P• 39. 
Etiquette of Race Relations in 
The University of Chicago Press, 
101 
An examination of the cases won by the Association and 
a notation of the effects of its victories are necessary for 
an evaluation of the organization. In the field of residen-
tial segregation for example, while it has not succeeded in 
getting the courts to make private restrictive covenants 
illegal, it has succeeded in having all laws to support 
residential segregation declared unconstitutional. 69 In 
the case of suffrage, Southern States are being forced to 
observe the decisions of the Supreme Court on the unconsti-
tutionality of the white prLmary. Southern Universities are 
gradual ly being opened to Negroes and Southern States are 
improvi ng the education situation for Negroes. The constant 
fight against injustice and discrimination in the South 
along with the national attention that is kept on the matter 
are forces working for a chang e in the direction of civil 
rights. 
As a sample o:f the effectiveness of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People in its 
legal :fight :for civil rights, 70 attention is being brought 
1937, P• 162. 
69. Gunnar Myrdal, .QE. Cit., vol. II, p. 832. Also see 
11The NAACPtt (Its Purposes and Achievements), 2.£• Cit. 
70. This is not meant to be a s~ple in a technical, 
scientific sense. It is a detailed idea of what can be 
expected of the NAACP within its present policy of 
102 
to bear on the achievements of the Association in 1951. 71 
Among the gains in the Civil Rights fight in 1951 were 
the acquittal of four of the six men that were re-tried for 
the murder in the Trenton Six case, the return of federal 
indictments against seven city officials of Cicero, Illinoi~ 
the abolition of segregation in institutions of higher 
education in the South. 
Despite these gains there was evidence of "enduring 
vitality of bigotry, intolerance and violence" in the 
Christmas night bombing and murder of Harry T. Moore at his 
home in Mims, Florida. Other evidences of violence, 
bombings, home burning, police brutality, rioting, and 
other demonstrations against "justice under the law" were 
evident in Cicero, Martinsville, Groveland, Birmingham, and 
Miami. 
In January, Thurgood Marshall of the Association was 
sent to the Far East to investigate the circumstances 
surrounding the unusual number of court martials against 
Negro servicemen. Facts were uncovered revealing "shocking 
procedure, within the period of a year. The object is 
to give a basis for inference relative to the effectiv~ 
ness of the organization. 
71. See "Report on Civil Rights in 1951" by Walter White, 
The Crisis. New York: NAACP, February, 1952. 
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discrimination against Negro soldiers." His report charged 
that the segregation policies prevalent in the Far East 
command lay behind the injustices. The report also led to 
the announcement that the all-Negro 24th Division would be 
liquidated and segregation terminated in the Far East 
command. "Legal action by the NAACP subsequently won 
reduced sentences for a number of the court-m&rtialed men." 
The Association "mobilized its branches and outside 
organizations f or the ultimate defeat of the Winstead 
amendment~t72 In May~ the Association called together a 
group of organizations for a civil-rights meeting in 
Washington ~ and succeeded in bringing about open hearings on 
a change in Senate rules to prevent filibusters. 
The greatest strides of .the year were made in education. 
In February, the University of Maryland announced the openirg 
of its doors to Negro students. Its facilities would be 
available on an unsegregated basis. The victory of the 
Association in the United States Court of Appeals in March, 
ending the ban against Negro students at the University of 
North Carolina Law School, seemed to be a decisive develop-
ment in the fight for educational ~quality. If the court 
72. This amendment would have permitted inductees to serve 
in segregated units if they so choose. 
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refused to uphold the 'equality' of the best-equipped and 
longest-established segregated law school in the country, it 
does not seem likely that it would uphold any hastily 
thrown-together makeshift jim-crow institution or higher 
learning in the future. 
The emphasis has now been shifted to elementary and high 
school levels. Legal attacks have been made against public 
school segregation in Atlanta, Geo·r gia; Clarendon County, 
South Carolina; Topeka, Kansas; and Wilmington, Delaware. 
The Association won what seemed to be an outstanding 
victory in April When the Supreme Court unanimously reversed 
the convictions of Samuel Shepherd and Walter Irvin in the 
Groveland, Florida, "rape" case, and ordered another trial. 
On November 6 1 "the eve of the re-trial ordered for 
Shepherd and Irvin by the Supreme Court, Sheriff Willis 
McCall shot the two defendants down in cold blood on a dark 
country road]' Shepherd was killed. 11 Irvin lived to stand 
trial. The slayer was permitted to continue his office as 
Sherif'f'.u 
In Cicero, Illinois, a grand jury investigating the 
July rioting precipitated when the Harvey Clark family tried 
to move into their new appartment in a white neighborhood, 
indicted - not the rioters - but the NAACP attorney and 
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others who aided the Clarks arter they had sufrered the 
complete ruins of their belongings at the hands or the mob.73 
Subsequently, after a number of conferences with NAACP 
officials, the department or justice moved in and impanelled 
a special federal grand jury and special prosecutor. 
Indictments were then returned against seven city officials 
for their role in preventing the Clarks from moving into 
their apartment. 
Mack Ingram went on trial in Yanceyville, North Carolina, 
in November, for "looking" at a white girl .from a distance 
o.f seventy-five feet, "a crime" .for which he had previously 
been convicted and sentenced to two years at hard labor. A 
hung jury resulted in a mis-trial. 74 
One or the outstanding accomplishments o.f the Washington 
bureau was the 11seeuring of a guarantee against employment 
and other discrimination at the giant new H bomb projects 
under way in Aiken, South Carolina, and else where in the 
South." 
73. The NAACP finally won the dismissal or the charges 
against the attorney but not until irreparable harm had 
been done qy this miscarriage of justice. 
74. Mack Ingram was acquitted in 1953. 
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The followin g statement made by Walter White, Secretary 
of the Association, is an example of how he felt about the 
success of the Association during the year of 1951. He saim 
As the year drew to a clo5e, the need for 
intensifying the fight against discrimination 
was becoming more and more a pparent. This 
need was dramatically reflected in an upward 
swing of NAACP membership figures in 1951. 
Despite a number of setbacks, the Association 
and its friends were anything but discouraged, 
and faced 1952 with hope and determination 
for attacking the job ahead. 
It is unrealistic not to take into account the signi-
ficance of these accomplishments in the effectiveness and 
program of the Association. 
The young Negro intellectuals, who like the communists 
and socialists are desirous of having the Association attack 
the economic system, fail to realize that such a program 
would alienate the organization from many white and Negro 
supporters and place it at odds with the United States 
Government. During the present cold war with Russia, 
when anything appearing to be a threat to the present 
economic and political system in America is an object o~ 
governmental pressure and restrictions, such a policy is 
subject to render the Association virtually powerless. Its 
potential supporters would be afraid to become identified 
with it, its o~ficers and members would become labeled as 
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communists or Russian sympathizers. 
Further, these critics fail to realize that the 
Association has set up the machinery for its work and has 
put four decades of experience into perfecting it. It 
has accomplished 11 good-will 11 and "respectability" which 
are assets in its daily fight for the Negro. 
Outsiders can see the advantages of the present 
policies and program of the l.~-ational Association for 
75 
the Advancement of Colored People. The American Con-
stitution and legal system gives the Negro a definite 
strategic advantage. This is due to the fact that 
the Constitution provides and guarantees equal rights 
for all Americans and the legal system is dedicated to 
the impartial interpretation of these rights. It also 
carries the traditional support and backing of the United 
States Government in seeing that its interpretations are 
recognized and that these rights are executed. 
It can be strongly argued that organized eff orts should 
be made to tackle the difficulties of Negroes in making a 
living and gaining proper entrance into labor unions. It 
can also be strongly argued that this is not the task for 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
75. Gunnar Myrdal, .QE.. Cit., vol. II, p.834. 
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People. For, although the Association has not completely 
ignored this aspect of the Negro problem, it seems to 
realize the impracticability of becoming over-burdened with 
such divergent tasks. Again, it is most competent to handle 
questions of discriminatory legislation and discrimination 
and leaves most of the economic problems up to the Urban 
League. It could be said that critics might find a better 
outlet for their energies in forming the necessary organiza-
tions to concentrate on this aspect of civil rights. This 
is also applicable to those who criticize it for not playing 
a greater role in politics. 
The lack of mass support is a weakness of the Associ-
ation. Relative to this, Dr. Ralph Bunche said: 
••• the NAACP does not have a mass basis. It has 
never assumed the proportions of a crusade, nor 
has it ever, in any single instance, attracted 
the masses of people to its banner. It is not 
impressed upon the mass consciousness, and it is 
a bald truth that the average Negro in the street 
has never heard of the Association nor of a~ of 
its leaders. It has shown a pitiful lack of 
knowledge of mass technique and of how to pitch 
an appeal so as to reach the ears of the masses. 
Were it able to stir the people, it could 
establish itself on a sound and independent 
financial basis; it could develop a feeling of 
solidarity ~ong Negroes; and it could then 
employ an exp anded paid professional leadership 
which would make possible t~S execution of an 
effective national program. 
78. Ralph Bunche, QE• Cit., vol. I., P• 151. 
Walter Wh.ite said, concerning the same thing: 
There are weaknesses in our branch structure and 
we have not yet found the formula for selling to 
the public the nature, the extent, the details, 
and the significance of the Association's program. 
Some have suggested that we might follow the 
example of Marcus Garvey and others in the 
utilization of fancy titles and robes. The 
Association, however, has felt that reverting to 
some of these methods of attractipg the masses 
would do more harm in the long run to the 
organization, than good.79 
Roy Wilkins had this to say: 
I believe that we recognize our lack of skill 
at mass appeal, and I believe we are on the 
way to doing something about it.80 
In looking at the lack of mass appeal on the part of 
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the Association, it must be observed that mass passivity is 
characteristic of Americans. 81 The lack of organized 
peoples• movements in this country is a historical fact. 
Although Americans can be counted on to support and parti-
cipate in causes that they believe in, these causes seldom 
reach down to the masses of the people. There have been 
occasions of unrest among various groups of Americans and 
79. Quoted by Gunnar Myrdal from a letter by Walter White, 
March 15, 1941. See footnotes, Q£• Cit., vol.II, p.836. 
80. Gunnar Myrdal, Loc. Cit., quoted from Roy Wilkins 
Memorandum, March 121 1941. 
81. Ibid., vol. II, chap. 33, sec. 3. 
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even violence or bloodshed. But these occasions have seldom 
crystallized into mass organizations. In light of this, one 
should not be overly critical of the Association because of 
its lack of mass support. Even the more advantageous groups 
in America have seldom been able to reach this goal. That 
American Negroes can be rallied into a mass movement by an' 
irrational and intensely racial, emotional appea1, 82 was 
proven in the Garvey Movement. This is the type of thing 
that the Association is endeavoring to avoid. To appeal to 
the very thing that it is trying to destroy would certainly 
be a misfortune. Furthermore, there is no indication that 
economic reform would have any greater appeal on the masses 
than the present emphases of the organization. 
Acknowledging that there are no easy panaceas avail-
able, Gunnar Myrdal recommends four steps for fulfilling the 
pressing need for the Association to broaden its membership 
basis and strengthen the activity of its branches. These 
were: "(1) to have more working class members on the local 
boards; (2) to intensify propaganda in the schools and among 
the youth; (3) to stress adult education by organizing 
•study circles' and forums;" (4) to get out more books and 
82. Ibid., vol. II, P• 836. 
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pamphlets on "living issues and more printed directions both 
for individual studies and for adult education.n83 He 
further recognizes the greater importance of "the actual 
fighting done for the Negro.n84 
83. Loc. Cit. 
84. Loc. ffi. 
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CHAPTER III 
Protest Revolutionary Antagonism 
The History and Nature of ~ Movement 
Protest Revolutionary Antagonism is not an organized 
movement. It is a type of crisis which has started taking 
definite shape into a movement. Its underlying ideology can 
be rightfully credited to W. E. B. DuBois. Its populariza-
tion and impetus can be rightfully attributed to the courage 
and fersonal magnetism of Paul Robeson. 
Protest Revolutionary Antagonism as a movement was set 
in order when at the close of the 1930s, Max Yergan and Paul 
Robeson set up a Council on African Affairs in New York~ l 
Its first seed, however, was probably sown when w. E. B. 
DuBois went to Atlanta, Georgia, to teach at Atlanta 
University during the turn of the century, and for thirteen 
years had first hand experience with segregation and jim-
crowism in the South. 2 In Georgia he felt every hurt of the 
Negro people. 3 He despised the city of Atlanta and despised 
the 11stupidity of segregation." He did not want to give up 
the colored world, and he did not want to give up the 
1. See W. E. B. DuBois, In Battle for Peace. New York: 
Masses and Mainstream, 1952, PP• 16-17. 
2. Edwin R. Embree, Thirteen Against the Odds. New York: 
The Viking Press, 1946 1 p. 163. 
3. Loc. Cit. 
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achievements and standards of the white world. He wanted an 
America that was not partial to any of its people. He 
dedicated his life to this end. 4 Through his writings, 
teaching, and the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, he endeavored to make a contribution 
toward the winning 0f civil rights for Negroes. His method 
of approach was that of formulating Negro opinion relative 
to h is problem. This involved an awareness of the probl em 
and a desire to do something about it. As tbne went on 
positive ideas of approach to the problem began to develop. 
He led an aggressive wing of the Negro movement for first 
cl ass citizenship and free opportunity demanding all civil 
rights. 5 
DuBois disagreed with Booker T. Washington and felt 
that he was doing too much to appease southern sentiment. 
While Washington advocated laboring and waiting in the 
South, DuBois insisted on absolute justice, immediately. In 
opposition to Washington, he called a conf.erence at Niagara 
Falls and started the "Niagara Movement."6 
4. Ibid., p. 163. Also see w. E~ B. DuBois, Q£• Cit., p.~ 
5. Edwin R. Embree, Ibid., P• 168 and w. E. B. DuBois, 
Loc. Cit. _ 
6. See Ollver C. Cox, "The New Crisis in Leadership Among 
Negroes, 11 The Journal of Negro Education. ·Washington, 
D. c. Howard University Press, 1950, p. 461. Also see 
E. Franklin Frazier, The Negro in the United States. 
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For the first time a strong block of Negro opinion was 
built as a result of his efforts. 7 Many of the slogans of 
the more militant Negroes of today were taken from his 
speeches and writings. White men were almost the sole 
leaders for Negroes up to this time. 
For a long time, DuBois had thought of Colored peoples, 
not only in America, but all over the world. In 1911, in 
London, England, he organized the "Congress of Races;" in 
1919, in Paris, France, he organized a Pan African Congress. 
This was followed by a series of Pan African Congresses in 
London and Brussells in 1921; in London and Lisbon in 1923; 
and in New York in 1927. In order that the rights of Africa 
might be kept before the League of Nations, he organized a 
group in Geneva. He made eight tours studying and crusading 
8 for colored and colonial peoples. He covered Spain, 
Portugal, Turkey, Russia and Africa as well as Western 
Europe. 
These travels and broad experiences added to his ideas 
o~ approach to the problem that was introduced to him in his 
first experiences at Atlanta, Georgia. They served as 
New York: The MacMillan Company, P• 523 and Carter G. 
Woodson, The Ne~ro in Our History. Washington, D. c. 
The Associatedublishers, Inc. pp. 442f., Edwin R. 
Embree, Ibid., p. 168. 
7. Edwin R.-mmDree, Ibid.~ p. 169. 
8. Ibid., P• 170. W. E. ~. DuBois, Q£• Cit., chap. 3. 
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catalytic agents in stimulating and hastening the evolution 
and crystalization of his ideas. 
As time went on, he became more and more interested in 
the economic base of Negro progress. He started differing 
with his associates in the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. 9 It was not long before he 
left the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People and returned to Atlanta University.10 
It was at this point, that the seed of Negro Protest 
Revolutionary Antagonism as it now is, was first put in 
readiness to be sown and cultivated. 
The second seed of Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagon-
ism was sown when , in the early 1930s, Paul Robeson, as an 
actor, experienced certain social insults in Hollywood 
because of his color .l·l He resented the stereotyped thinking 
that refused to cast a Negro in serious roles . 12 He 
declared that he would not again appear in a moving picture 
until Negroes were given serious, self-respecting roles.13 · 
9. Edwin R. Embree , Ibid., P• 171. 
10 . Loc. Cit. · -
---11 . Ibi d., PP • 257-258. 
12. Ibid., P• 257 . 
13 . Loc. Cit . 
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That seed was nurtured as a result of his series o:f 
visits abroad and especially to Soviet Russia. 
He lived chiefly in Europe :from 1928 to 1939. Accord-
ing to him, his European life was not so much an escape from 
racial discrimination in America as a protest and rebellion 
against the American attitude on race. 14 
Beginning in 1935 1 he made many visits to Soviet 
Russia. It was his opinion that Russia had the solution to 
minority and racial problems •15 
Robeson observed Fascism as it arose in Europe. Had 
the conflict between democracy and Fascism not grown more 
acute with t4e advance of time he would have remained 
abroad. But, in light of the international situation.1 he 
felt that he should be in his own country. He wanted to 
become a part of the progressive forces of America. He felt 
obligated to the Negro people. It was his opinion that the 
future of the Negro people was bound with the future of the 
American people and the forces of organized labor. He said 
relative to this matter: 
I realized that if America held to its democratic 
traditions and resolutely fought Fascism, elected 
·14. See nvoice of Freedom11 , Ibid., PP• 243-261. 
15. _See ' Time - (Magazine), June 27, 1949, P• 36. Also see 
"Voice of -. Freedom" 1 Ibid. 1 pp. 259-260. 
leaders who recognized the needs of the common 
men, the problems of the colored people would be 
well on their way to solution.l6 
He returned to America in 1939 determined to help in 
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the fight against Fascism. Since that time, he has utilized 
his talents in advocating democracy and freedom throughout 
America. 
The organization of the Council on African Affairs in 
New York might be referred to, indirectly~ as the organized 
beginning of the Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism 
Movement. 
In the latter part of the early 1940s, the Council was 
put on the Attorney-General's list of "subversive" organi-
zations.l7 This was followed by a newspaper attack on 
"Communists" by Max Yergan. This did not meet with the 
approval of Paul Robeson and he protested it. He held that 
the Council was not a communist organization and that w.hat 
its members or officials thought, politically or otherwise, 
was their business. The important thing was that the 
actions of the organization remain legal. 
16. "Time 11 , Loc. Cit. and Edwin R. Embree, Ibid., p. 260. 
17 . See W. E. B. DuBois, ~· Cit., p. 17. Also see 
"Consolidated List of' Organizations Previously Desig-
nated as Within Executive Order Number 9835 By Letters 
of' November 24, 1947, May 27, 1948, April 21, 1949, 
August 24, 1950 and September 5, 1950, According to the 
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This stand was conducive to speculation as to Robeson's 
own position with respect to communism. 
The position of the Attorney-General and the resulting 
conflict between Yergan and Robeson was the first great set-
back to a movement that was just getting started. A division 
arose within the Council as a consequence. Many members of 
the board resigned . 
Following this 1 Dr. w. E. B. DuBois was invited by Paul 
Robeson to become a member of the Council. This is something 
that Dr. DuBois had wanted to do for some time 1 18 and he 
readily accepted the invitation. Yergan was dismissed. But 
because of certain claims to property made by Yergan which 
the Council and Mr. Frederick v. Field 1 another member 1 
thought was theirs 1 made for legal complications Which 
lasted for same time. Following a settlement the Council 
resumed its work. 
In 19481 after being dismissed by the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People as Director of 
Special Resea.rch1 Dr. DuBois wa.s of.fered the pos itj_ on of' 
Vice Chairman of the Council on African Affairs . He was not 
Classi.fications of Section 3 1 Part III of the Executive 
Order. 11 United States Department of Justice1 Washington, 
D. C • 
18. Ibid., P• 16. 
offered a salary, but the Council did offer him an office 
and a secretary. He accepted.19 
This acceptance of a position within the questionable 
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organization placed DuBoi.s in a position similar to that of' 
Robeson. It was also evidence that the two men had a mutual 
respect for each others political and social views. These 
views were backed by a mutual courage. People that did not 
agree with them were eliminated from the organization. 
Persons that could better fit into their pattern were 
brought in. These persons may be considered the first 
organized nucleus of' the new beginning movement. 
The movement began with a spirit of indifference to 
American goodwill. Be i ng made subversive by the Attorney 
General had little or no affect on the two leaders. 
In addition to being at odds with the United States 
Attorney General, the Council was in a precarious state with 
respect to funds. 
Another aspect ' of the movement was evidenced in the 
emphasis, on the part of these two men, in peace. 20 The 
19. Ibid., P• 17. 
20. Paul Robeson, "Forge-Labor Unity for Peace and Jobs." 
New York: Harlem Trade Union Council, August, 1950; -
William A. Nolan, Communism Versus the Negro. Chicago: 
Henry Regnery Company, 1951, p. 192; Paul Robeson, "For 
Freedom and Peace." New York: Council on African . 
Affairs, 1949, p. 2; ·rhe Worke r • . · New York: June 5, 
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basis for the nature of their emphasis as well as their 
leadership was formed during the early •twenties' in the 
mind of W. E . B. DuBois. During this time his attitude 
toward the problems of peace and progress was slowly revolu-
tionized. He had previously felt that the path to human 
progress was through war. Colored peoples would secure 
their rights as human beings through organized violence 
against their white oppressors. After World War I he became 
convinced that there could be no victory in war. Violence 
would have to be replaced qy reason 1 education, and scienti-
fic knowledge. 21 He became increasingly concerned about the 
problem of race and peace. He took every opportunity to 
lecture on the problem both in America and abroad. 22 He 
even prepared an appeal to be presented to the Commission 
on Human Rights of the United Nations. 23 
The foreign contacts of Dr. DuBois with people and 
problems combined with the race problem that he knew in 
America were forced into one line of thought by the Second 
1949, II, p. 1; · National Guardian. · New York, June 27, 
1949, p. 1; ·The Pittsburg Courier. Pit tsburg: . 
April 301 1949, P• 4; Albert E. Kahn , ~Agents of 
Peace, · Pamphiet No. 264, New York: The. Hour Publishers, 
Undated. 
21. W. E. B. DuBois, 2£· Cit., PP• 23f. 
22. Ibid., p. 24. 
23. Loc. Cit. 
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World War . 24 His growing conviction that the first step 
toward settling the problems of the world was peace was 
strengthened. He then took part in the Peace Congresses in 
1949 and 1950 . These congresses were held in the United 
States~ the Soviet Union~ Cuba~ Australia~ France and 
Prague . 25 
It was during the time when . DuBois and others had 
gathered in France for the Paris World Congress for Peace 
in April, 1949, t hat aul Robeson made his much discussed 
speech in the Salle Pleyel . Mr. Robeson voiced the hope 
that Negroes would never fight Russia~ because it was the 
sole nation on earth that had made race prejudice a crime. 26 
Robeson was well received in the congress and was a 
supporter of the movement. 
In April , 1950~ DuBois and approximately fifty-nine 
other Americans were greatly inspired and enthused at the 
World Congress of the Defenders of Peace at Paris, France. 
This led to the organization of a Peace Information Center, 
in New York~ for the purpose of telling "the people of the 
24. Ibid., p. 179. Also see ~ , (Magazine), May 2. 
1949, P• 24. 
25. See Albert E . Kahn, QE_. Cit. Also see w. E . B. DuBois• 
Q.E· Cit ., chap. 4. 
26. See Time , Op. Cit.~ P• 24; w. E. B. DuBois, Ibid., 
P• 35. 
United States what other nations were doing and thinking 
about war.n27 It was proposed that a 11Peacegram11 be 
published in intervals, and in that way information be 
collected and sent over the United States. Dr. w. E. B. 
DuBois was made chairman of the Center. 
The members of the Center might be claimed as the 
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second organized nucleus of the movement. While DuBois gave 
most of his time to the Center~ Robeson kept closer to the 
Council on African Affairs. 
The Peace Information Center had not been organized 
very long before it, too~ ran into trouble with the United 
States Government, which in August of the same year of its 
organization; accused it of being an "agent of a foreign 
principal.n28 
This could have been partly due to the fact that just 
before its organization, certain of its initial participants 
attended a meeting of the Bureau of the Partisans of Peace 
27. See w. E. B. DuBois, Loc. £!!• Also see ' Jet · (Maga-
zine), Chicago: Johnson Publishing Company , May 22, 
1952, P• 10. 
28. ~nited States of America versus Peace Information 
Center~ William Edward B. DuBois, Kyrle Elkin, Elizabeth 
Moos, Abbott Simon, Sylvia Soloff, No. 22 u. s. C. 
612, 617, 618, 1950~ Also see Albert E. Kahn, 2£• Q!i• 
and w. E. B. DuBois, ~· Cit., chap. 5. 
in Stockholm, and also visited Russia "under the plan o~ 
approaching Parliaments in the interest of peace. 1129 The 
fact of the support of W. E. B. DuBois and his associates 
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might have been factors. The government held, however, that 
it had proof of its contention and insisted that the Center 
be registered as such. The following is the first letter 
that the Center received from the Department of Justice in 
August 1 1950a 
The Peace Information Center is engaged in activi~ 
ties _ within the United States Which require its 
registration with the Department under the terms 
of the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938, 
as amended. There is enclosed for your infor-
mation in this respect a pamphlet which contains 
a reprint of the Act, together with the rules 
and regulations prescribed thereunder by the 
Attorney General. 
In view of the length of time that has elapsed 
since the Peace Information Center has been 
acting as an agent of a foreign principal without 
having filed its registration statement will be 
submitted forthwith.30 
The members of the Center consistently denied that 
their organization was an "agent of a foreign principal1 11 
and refused to register it as such. 
29. Albert E. Kahn, Q£• ~· Especially read footnotes on 
P• X and p. XI. Also see W. E. B. DuBois, Ibid; P• 55. 
30. ~uoted from W. E. B. DuBois, Ibid., p. 51. ----
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The Government continued to insist upon the registra-
tion. Under the pressure, the governing body of the Center 
voted to disband the organization on October 121 1950. The 
Government still insisted upon the registration and the 
officers of the Center still refused. 
On February 9 1 the officers of the Peace Information 
Center were informed that the Grand Jury of Washington had 
indicted the Center and its officers for "failure to regis-
ter as agent of a foreign principal. 1131 
In part the indictment said 
Continuously during the period from April 3 1 1950 
to and including the date of the return of this 
indictment, Peace Information Center had been an 
agent of a foreign principal, because within the 
United States (1) it has acted as, and has held 
itself out to be a publicity agent for; {2) it 
has reported information to; and (3) it has acted 
at the request of 1 the Committee 0f the World 
Congress of the Defenders of Peace and its suc-
cessor the World Peace Counci1. 32 
Added in the Bill of Particulars was the following: 
During the period mentioned in the indictment, the 
officers, directors and representatives of the 
Peace Information Center, at the request of its 
said roreign principal, published and disseminated 
in the United States the 'Stockholm Peace Appeal' 
and related information pertaining primarily to 
prohibition of the use of atomic weapons as 
i nstruments of war.33 
31. Ibid., P• 55. 
32. Quoted from Loc. Cit. 
33. Quoted from toe. ~. 
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At this point, the Center replied in a release to the 
public in an effort to make sure that the masses would not 
conclude that the Center was really subversive in its 
activities. It also re-affirmed its denial of being guilty 
of the indictment. It had no intention, according to 
Dr. DuBois, to run counter to the United States Government, 
but merely wanted to make it clear that it did not fee l 
that it should register under the law upon which the indict-
34 
ment was based. 
During the period of the indictment, DuBois and his 
associates found it difficult to get support from many 
Negroes and especially the intelligentsia. 35 There were 
those who like Walter White of the National Association for 
the Advancemen t of Colored People who, upon investigation , 
became convinced that some of the members of the Center and 
especially Dr. DuBois were guilty of the indictment, 
probably without knowing it. 36 There wer-e others who were 
completely or partially reluctant to support their efforts 
to prove their innocence. There were those who supported 
them with the understanding that their names would not be 
34. See Ibid., chap. 7 and Al oert E. Kahn, Q£• Cit. 
35. W. E. B. DuBois, Ibid., PP• 72-77. 
36. ~., P• 90. 
revealed. Many of their friends turned on them. Paul 
Robeson consistently supported them.37 
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All of the money for their defense was raised in this 
country. Vito Marcantonio, a former member of the Congress 
of the United States, served as one of the attorneys for the 
defense without pay. Many people of foreign lands encouraged 
them with letters and cablegrams. 
The officers of the Peace Information Center were 
brought to trial in Washington, D. c., November 8, 1951. On 
November 20 1. they were acquitted. 38 
The Center was not resurrected. The Council on African 
Affairs is the only remaining organized remnant of the 
movement. 
Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonists feel that the 
winning of peace is necessary for the winning of complete 
civil rights for Negroes. They feel that the underlying 
factors or basis of the present cold and shooting war and 
37. In August, 1950, Paul Robeson urged 900 members of the 
American Negro Labor Congress and the League of Struggle 
for Negro Rights to sign the Stockholm Peace Pledge. 
This venture began at a meeting in Chicago under the 
direction of the National Trade Union Conference on 
Negro Rights. See WilliamA. Nolan, Q£• Cit., p.773 
and Paul Robeson, "Forge Negro - Labo~nrt-J for Peace 
and Jobs", Q.E.• ill• 
38. w. E. B. -DuBois, 2£• Cit., chap. 13. 
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the threat of a greater and more violent war is race.39 
Those persons interviewed by the researcher were in accord 
in their belief that the most if not all of the nations 
being partially or totally armed by the United States are 
white. The more neglected nations with respect to ar.ms and 
munitions are colored. 40 
The members of this group believed, also, that there 
must be a third party which will encorporate the working 
classes of this country. When the Progressive Party was 
organized by Henry Wallace in 1948, they felt that it might 
well be that third party and strongly supported it. But 
here, again, they found themselves running into great 
opposition. It was concluded in many circles, govern-
mental and otherwise, that the party was partially controlled 
by the Communist Party of this country.41 
One of the strategies of the Communist Party was to 
seek a controlling interest in influential organizations and 
groups, using them as instruments in the promotion o:f the 
39. This view was ascertained through interviews with 
certain alleged and con:fessed followers of Paul Robeson. 
40. Loc. Cit. 
41. See Wilson Record, The Negro and the Communist Party. 
Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 
1951, chap. 7. Also see t'rimer on Communism·· , pre-
pared by the Anti-Defamation League of Btnai B'rith, 
New York, 1951, PP• 27:f. 
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Communist cause. 42 The United States Government, and 
certain agencies within it realize this and have used 
various means of publicizing the fact. One method used is 
making known to the public the names of organizations or 
groups that are controlled partially or totally by the 
Communist Party. Any group or organization that is so 
labeled immediately loses popularity . The Progressive Party 
was labeled as one of those controlled by Communists. 43 
The word ttcommunist 11 in America. today has reached the 
same psychological proportions as the word "Jew" in Germany 
under the dictatorship of Adolf Hitler . It has become such 
an anathema to popular Americanism that anything identified 
with it becomes traitorious , bad, something to oppose . 44 
Not to oppose it is almost equivalent to endorsing it and is 
one of the worst and most unpatriotic jestures that one 
could be guilty of . One consequence of this fact is that tbe 
word "Communist 11 is a type of expedient scapegoat which can 
42 . Loc . Cit . 
43 . ~ Tne-worker, New York, June 5 , 1949 , II , p . 1 . Also 
see National Guardian, New York, June 27, l949, p . l . 
44 . See The Wage Earner , New York, January 31, 1947, p . 2; 
June 27, 1947, p. 3. Also see Daily People's World, 
New York, July 26, 1945, P • 4, August 18, 1949, p. 2; 
Daily Worker , New Yorl{, May 25, 1950, p. 2; Walter \ftJhite, 
"l'he Strange Case of Paul Robeson", Ebony vol. VI, 
February, 1951, p . 79. 
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be conveniently used to destroy an opponent or enemy merely 
by associating him with it in the eyes of the people . The 
same principle is applied to any cause or movement that is 
labeled 11Communist" . 45 
One has only to go back into Christian history to see 
how in the first century A. D. , the word "Christian" was 
used as an. expedient scapegoat to destroy opponents or 
enemies . This generat i on can recall how during the Hitler 
regime in Germany, to label a man a 11 Jew11 was an almost 
certain means of destroying him . 
The unfortunate thing about this principle is the fact 
that people do not necessarily need proof or facts to support 
their actions . We often respond on the basis of belief46 or 
fear of insecurity of some form . 
' It is in this sense that the Progressive Party was in 
difficulty when accused of being partially or totally 
controlled by Communists . Its catering to men like Paul 
Robeson and W. E . B. DuBois , who themselves are suspected of 
having communistic leanings tended to make this accusation 
45. 
46 . 
Loc. Cit . I 
See H. N. Wieman and R. w. Wieman , Normative Psyshology 
of Religion . New York: Thomas Y • Crowell Company , 
Publishers , 1935 ,· chap . I . 
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more plausible . 47 And, indeed, there is evidence that it was 
the influence of the Communist Party tl~t made the Progressive 
Party so very appealing to Negro Protest Revolutionary 
Antagonists . 48 This is one reason why the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People would not become 
associated with it.49 
According to Wilson Record, in an attempt to "offset 
its loses in the trade union area" the Communist Party turned 
to uintensified political activity, particularly among racial 
and national minority groups • 11 They saw the Progressive 
Party as the ideal instrument through which to carry on 
their fight against the American foreign policy . 50 Mr . Recoro 
asserts that the primary and secondary aims of the Communist 
Party were embodied in the platform of the new Progressive 
Party in 1948 . 51 Whether this was incidental or truly the 
result of Communistic efforts is a debatable question . 
47 . 
48 . 
49 . 
50. 
51 . 
The pro-Russian attitudes of Paul Robeson and W. E. B. 
DuBois are fairly common knowledge . Many people 
believe that they are Communists . Others believe. that 
they are being used by the Communist Par~f• 
See Wilson Record , 2£• Cit ., chap . 7 . Als o see Primer 
on Communism, 2£• Cit ., pp . 27-38 . 
See Wilson Record, Loc . Cit . 
Loc. Cit. 
-- --See Ibid., P • 278 . 
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It was a part of Communist strategy that such great 
emphasis be placed upon Negro rights in the platror.m. 52 
Prominent Negroes like w. E. B. DuBois~ Earl B. Dickerson~ 
Larkin Marshall, Charles F. Howard and others were given 
positions of leadership in the party. Paul Robeson was 
designated co-chairman. 
In spite of this the Party failed to get the majority 
of Negro votes. Their candidate for President, for example, 
received only fourteen percent of the total Negro votes in 
five election districts in Harlem in New York City. 
In addition to this, Henry A. Wallace, the founder and 
first candidate for President for the Par~left it. 
During the Presidential election of 1951 1 the Progres-
sive Party held a rally in Boston and made the question or 
Peace its major emphasis. Included on the display of 
reading materials were such as Dr. DuBois' recent publica-
tion, In Battle For Peace 1 '·Freedom, the organ of the Party 
which carries a reature article by Paul Robeson on the front 
page, Soviet Aggression: Myth or Realitz' by Corlis Lamon~ 
and others. 
There is no doubt about the Party appearing to stand, 
at least, for much of what the Protest Revolutionary 
52. Loc. Cit . 
Antagonists would like to see come into ~ruition. It too 
~eels that security, equality, and welfare, cannot be had 
without peace. 53 
Future Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism as an 
organized movement is rather obscure. Each passing day 
seems to have increased the obstacles within its path. 
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Mr. Robeson who is really the dramatic ~igure in the move-
ment still endeavors to agitate through singing and speaking. 
But this is limited greatly in this country by the negative 
attitude of the American Government and the growing antago-
nistic sentiment o~ the American people. The United States 
has held up his passport so that he is not permitted to go 
abroad although there are opportunities to sing and speak 
in ~oreign countries. The organizations endorsing or 
supporting him are on the Attorney-General's subversive 
list. His known personal supporters are either suspects o~ 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation or subject to being 
brought be~ore the Un-American Activities Committee. Some 
o~ those interviewed by the writer had already been before 
this Committee. The highly recognized and in~luential 
53. See the 11 Pamphlet 11 printed in the interest o~ the Peace 
Candidate ~or Governor, Florence H. Luscomb, in the 
interest of the Progressi~re Party in_ Massachusetts 
during the Presidential Election of 1952. Also see 
·~·rime · · (Magazine), May 2, 1949, P• 25. 
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organizations which are dedicated to the task of civil 
·r ights and liberties for all people in this country do not 
endorse or support him. One of the executives of the 
Civil Liberties Union of Massachusetts said, in endeavoring 
to explain the positiO"n of the Union relative to the Protest 
Revolutionary Antagonist Movement, "We do not support people 
that belong to certain types of organizations." One 
executive of the Massachusetts Urban League was far from 
mild in denouncing Mr. Robeson. In such instances as these 
can be seen, the nature of some of the obstacles Whi ch are 
in the path of the successful progression of the movement. 
Then, too, those persons who because of fear will oppose or 
remain reluctant must be considered. One Protest Revolu-
tionary Antagonist that is being watched by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation commented to the researcher relative 
to the matter, "There is much more fear than patriotism." 
Dr. DuBois, a less dramatic but more scholarly figure, 
does not appear to be as unpopular as Robeson. 
Although Mr. Robeson has been given the greatest amount 
of public attention, Dr. DuBois has really done the most 
effective job of building opinion and represents perhaps, a 
greater force in the movement. 
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Followers of DuBois and Robeson were found in most of 
the large cities of the North and East . Although they were 
very few, those that talked were very outspoken and well 
informed. Even those that were obviously not well educated 
were well informed. They seemed agreed that Mr. Robeson and 
Dr. DuBois, in this order, were the leaders of the cause 
that they represented. One of them felt that Robeson was 
the greatest leader in the world. 
Large numbers of Negro intellectuals who openly oppose 
Mr. Robeson and Dr. DuBois, subscribe to their philosop~in 
general conversation. This does not include, however, 
Mr. Robeson's disputed statement which was, according to the 
American press, that the American Negro would not fight 
against the Soviet Union in the event of a war between that 
nation and the United States. 
There were no definite indications that this kindred 
thinking on the part of certain Negro intellectuals was a 
product of the efforts of Mr. Robeson and Dr. DuBois. Many 
of them were ignorant of the social and political philoso-
phies of the se men. Yet, it was difficult to determine the 
extent to which the influence of Mr. Robeson and Dr. DuBois 
were definite factors of influence. 
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The professed followers were well informed en· the 
philosophies of the men. 
At this point it is important to say a word about t h e 
phi l osophy of the movement. 54 
For one thing, the leaders felt that Capitalism and 
Communism could live together without war and with helpful 
55 
competition. According to Dr. DuBois, Stalin acknowledged 
this but Truman did not. 56 
They hold further that "programs of social reform are 
never complete or mutually exclusive." Consequently, there 
is no path of httman progress today 
whi ch a so-called 'free democracy' of the West 
can advocate without adopting at least a part 
of the program of Socialists and Communists. 57 
The use of capital and individual enterprise are advocated 
by a l l socialist and communist programs. This is done "as 
54. w. E. B. DuBois, rather than Paul Robeson, is due the 
credit for a systematic philosophy of the movement. 
Much credit is also due the Communist Party. For 
authoritative support of this fact see Wil liam A. 
Nolan, "Communist Propaganda and Tactics Among Negroes 
in the United States", Dissertation submitted in partial 
fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy in the Department of Political 
Philosopruand the Social Sciences of Fordham University, 
New York, 1949, and published by the Henry Regnery 
Company~ Chicago, 1951, under the title, Communism 
versus ~he Negro. 
55. See W. E. B. DuBois, 2£• Cit., P• 162. 
56. Loc. Cit. 
---57 • Lo c • Cit • 
136 
.freely as is consistent with real social progress.n58 
Programs of human progress cannot escape the charge of being 
socialistic or communistic because they are socialistic and 
communistic in their very nature. All people have the 
right to attempt a communistic state. 
This, according to Dr. DuBois, is the reason why he 
.follows "a world peace movement which arose in the Soviet · 
Union and .finds its chief support there.n59 For this same 
reason he .fights the war movement in the United States. 60 
Dr. DuBois sums up the attitude of Negro Protest 
Revolutionary Antagonism toward America and Russia when he 
said: 
It would not be true .for me to say that I 'love 
my country,' .for it has enslaved, impoverished, 
murdered and insulted my people. 
I do not believe that loyalty to the United 
States involves hatred .for other peoples, nor 
will I compromise to support my ~Right or 
Wrong. ~~ I will defend this count ry when it 
is right. I will condemn it when it is wrong . 
While, then, I am and expect to be a loyal 
citizen of t he United States, I also respect 
and admire the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics. I regard that land as today the 
most hopeful nation on earth, not because of 
its theory, but because of what it has 
accomplished. 
58. Loc. Cit. 
59. Loc. Cit. 
60 • Loc • Cit • 
The greatest single fact about Russia which holds 
my faith in its future is its system of popular 
education. There is in the world no system equal 
to it. If American Negroes had had half the 
chance of the Russians to learn to read# write 
and count, there would be no Negro question today. 61 
Dr. DuBois asserts that while Russia, under severe 
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discipline tries to evolve a nation that will make people as 
free as possible, America, with a greater opportunity for 
62 this accomplishment sacrifices it for war. 
Wealth is the result of the bounty of nature and always 
involves some measure of group cooperation. Production is a 
social undertaking. 
In spite of the fact that production is increasingly a 
social process, its distribution is not equitable but 
subject to the judgment of those who possess the power to 
decide. Often this power is unjustly used. 
The gre~t quarrel between labor and capital under this 
system is the fact that the distribution of the results of 
the efforts of laborers, capitalis t s, managers, inventors 
and thinkers, ends with the laboring man having less than 
enough for a decent standard of living, while the capitalisb 
get more than they can use or spend. 
61. Quoted from Ibid., PP• 163-164. 
62. I bid., P• 168. 
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He asserts further that sufficient capital for all 
human want and improvement could be taken from production 
and leave sufficient income for all consumers. To do this, 
however , individual consumption must be so limited that no 
man would have cake if another lacked bread. This is the 
only decent way to human life. It was proposed by socialism 
long before Lenin.63 
This kind of thinking cannot be stopped in an intel-
ligent world . 
Social control of production and distribution of 
wealth is coming as sure as the rolling of the 
stars. The whole concept6~f property is changing and must change. 
Since 1900, civilized nations have been pressing toward 
socialism. Today, the United States is practically the only 
nation trying to stem this world movement. 
The great question of today is, can capitalistic 
ethics, which can be sununed up in the expression, 11private 
profit,n be improved within the capitalist system? Big 
business, by military force , proposes to answer this 
problem. Already it has taken over education in its erforts 
to control the thinking of the masses. Its greatest threat 
63. Ibid., P• 170. 
64. Ibid., P• 171 . Also see Time ' , (Magazine), May 2 , 
1949, P • 25. 
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is Communism and the Soviet Union. · 
Any condemnation of private profit and private enter-
. prise free from governmental control is an advocation of 
Communism, which is one of the greatest cr liaes that can be 
committed in America today . 
In commenting on his evolving conclusions relative to 
the race problem in America today, Dr. DuBois sums up the 
Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism Movement as an 
evolving ideology which has now reached its climax. Before 
the First World War, he said, his whole thought and energy 
was directed toward the Negro and his civil rights . He 
slowly came to realize that the cause of their suffering was 
a matter of ease of exploitation ; of the greater profit to 
be had from low-paid Negro labor. This , of course, is 
contingent upon its plight arousing no sympathy or resent -
ment from the community . He realized further that this 
exploitation of Negroes was greater than that of the white 
labor . In fact, white labor joined in the oppression of 
Negroes . They excluded them from their unions . When the 
c. I. o. began to include black labor in the union movement, 
Dr . DuBois slowly emerged from his provincial racialism and 
envisaged the broader problems of work and income as they 
affected all men regardless of color or nationality . This 
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he expounded in his Black Reconstruction65 in 1935. In 
1940, he .formulated a thesis of socialism .for the American 
Negro in his Dusk of Dawn. 66 
After the Second World War he began to enter into a 
world conception of human uplift. This centered about the 
work and income of the working class. 67 
Ever since the organization of the Council on African 
Affairs the Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonists have 
been international minded. 
Although these leaders still stress Africa , their main 
interest has shifted to pro-Russian agitation. Yet, it is 
expedient for them to hold onto the Council. It gives them 
the security of some type of formal organization and gives 
them some type of front for their activities. 
To lecture on African Affairs is more acceptable to the 
American public. 
It is interesting to note how the Council is utilized 
for the spread of communistic ideology. In the first place, 
it sends out periodical lecturers. Most or this was once 
65. New York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1935 . 
66. Ibid., 1940. 
67. w. E . B. DuBois, ~· Cit., pp. 179.f. Also see ~ime 
(Magazine) 1 May 2, 1949, P• 25 and Jet · (Magazine), .. 
May 22, 1952, P• 10. 
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done by Mr. Robeson and Dr. DuBois. Now the most of it is 
done by Mrs. Robeson and Dr. DuBois. 
In the second place, these persons and their followers 
do not concentrate on books, but prepare many small pamphlem 
and leaflets for distribution. Small fees are usually 
charged for them. Often they are given away. Each lecture 
is an occasion to distribute literature stressing the 
ideologies of the movement. This writer followed the 
speakers on several occasions and found this always to be 
true. He also noted that the lectures on Africa usually 
turned to ridiculing American race policies and practices 
and praising those of Russia. This is accompanied with a 
condemnation of American economic policy and a praise of 
the same in Russia. 
Of late, great stress has been placed on peace. 
America is consistently condemned as a warlike nation. 
Russia is praised as a peace-loving nation. 
There has been a decided drop in popular following 
within the past two years. Two years ago, £or example, 
Mrs. Robeson carried large crowds in Boston. The attendance 
at her February meeting at Boston in 1953 was less than 
fifty persons. One of that fifty challenged her in the 
midst of her address. DuBois has never been a dynamic 
public figure, but he takes the lead in the writing of 
books and pamphlets. 
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It is hard to ascertain the size of the following in 
the movement. Government and public pressure is great on 
them. Most of the known followers that the researcher met 
h a d either been indicted by the Un-American Activities 
Committee, had been before it, or were expecting to be 
called by the same. This did not apply to those that were 
known only as supporters of the Council on African Affairs . 
The Strategy of the Movement 
The strategy of the movement lacked organization but 
followed a definite form. This form was personal rather 
than organizational. It was characteristic of its leader-
ship. For example, Mr . DuBois endeavored to get his 
opinions over through the writing of books Which especially 
emphasized the Negro problem; addresses in America and abroad 
on the problem; attempts at organizations on peace and 
African affa.i.rs ; and active participation in organizations 
that he felt to be helpful to the cause. 
Mr . Robeson's efforts were confined to his singing and 
addresses on the problem in America and abroad; written 
contributions to pamphlets, newspapers and the like, 
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including the printing of his speeches in pamphlet form; 
minor efforts at organization, and participation in organi-
zations that he felt to be helpful to the cause. 
Agitation was characteristic of both, and both endeav-
ored to work with labor. The National Negro Labor Council~ 
the headquarters of which is in Detroit, Michigan, was one 
of the chief means through which they attempted this. 
The subsidiary and assUmed objectives were not defined 
in terms that were local or bearing directly upon the 
American Negro. They were of an international nature and 
defined in terms of the peoples of Africa and African 
descent, peace and freedom. 
Ci vil rights for Negroes was not their direct objective 
but a kind of incidental objective to a new socialistic 
order. 
Their activities were not conf ined to the traditional 
or necessarily the acceptable in t he true American sense. 
This was characterized in their support and participation 
in organizations that were placed on the subversive list or 
the Attorney-General and in their constant criticism of the 
American economic, social~ and political system. Also their 
acceptance of assistance from groups as subversive to 
America such as the Communist Party. 
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The movement was often indiscreet in the way in which 
it presented its problems and made its appeals. This was 
evidenced in Mr. Robeson's controversial speech at the Paris 
Peace Conference in 1949, and the constant references of 
praise given to the Soviet Union by its leaders. 
Under no condition would they accept a short range 
policy or accommodation to the present American system or in 
light of any of their objectives. Yet"they were almost 
always forced into compromises and often complete acquies-
cence by pressure from the American Government or the 
American people. 
No special attempts were made to improve Negro rights 
in the South excep t as this might have been done incidentally 
through the use of the problem in the South as a weapon in 
their fight for· socialism.68 
Small movements were organized which incidentally fall 
in place as aspects of the larger movement. Even in these 
cases no special efforts were made to prepare and find 
68. It should be remembered that this brand of socialism is 
or the Marxian type. Although the tactics are the same 
as that of the Communist Party, there is not enough 
evidence in the opinion of the researcher to assert 
that the leaders are all out advocates of Russi~n 
Communism. 
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leaders for their cause. Great effort was put forth to win~ 
prepare~ and produce followers. 
They felt the need for a third party and without succe~ 
tried to realize this need through the Progressive Party. 
The prestige of the movement was not taken into considm-
ation, nor did they take advantage of opportunities for 
expediency. 
Mr. Robeson and Dr. DuBois cooperated with each other 
in a type of mutual support in their efforts. In this 
sense they may be looked upon as a team. In his writings 
which fall within the time of this movement, Dr •. DuBois 
often refers to Mr. Robeson with great favor and compliment. 
This is particularly true in his book, In Battle For Peace.69 
Mr . Robeson and Dr. DuBois worked together in their African 
work and their efforts for peace as well as in other areas 
of endeavor. When Dr. DuBois was in trouble with Washington~ 
Mr . Robeson stood by him. And Dr. DuBois stood sympatheti-
cally by Mr. Robeson in the difficulties created by the 
Paris Peace Congress Speech. In their erforts at agitation 
they often work together. Their followers regard them 
both~ not necessarily formally, but practically~ as a team. 
69. Q.E.• Cit~ 
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The Effectiveness of the Movement 
The effectiveness of this movement has been more of an 
indirect rather than a direct nature. In most cases there 
are good grounds for debating the indirect effectiveness of 
the movement in securing civil rights for Negroes. 
In 1948, because of a liberal civil rights platform 
that had been adopted by the Progressive Party, many thought 
that it might be able to swing a large number of Negro votes 
in such states as New York, Illinois, California, and Ohio.70 
It is believed that this anticipation influenced the 
Democ r atic Party to include the now well known civil rights 
proposals in its 1948 platform. It can be said, in this 
respect, that the Progressive Party made an indirect con-
tribution to Negro rights in the political arena. 71 In a 
very remote sense, Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonists 
might argue that their influence in the Progressive Party 
bad something to do with its challenging program on civil 
rights and the consequential influence on the Democratic 
Party. In a less remote sense, however, the Communist 
Party can argue such an influence in the Progressive Party.72 
70. Wilson Record, QE• Cit., P• 279. 
71. Loc. Cit. 
72. Ibid.;-pp • . 278f. Also see William A. Nolan, "Communist 
Propaganda and Tactics Among Negroes in the United 
States", Q£• Cit. 
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Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonists can also argue 
that they have influenced, to their way of thinking, many 
Negroes. Although it might be conceded that they influenced 
some Negroes, this number was either very small or the 
influenced Negroes were too stupid or afraid to make .this 
known to the researcher. Nor was this evidenced in primary 
or secondary documentary sources. 
Much of the similar thinking can be logically attributed 
to education and uncomfortable experiences of the evils of 
the American Capitalistic System and American Race Prejudice. 
This probably accounted for them any Negro intellectuals 
that thought in the same socialistic sense but knew little 
or nothing of the socialistic philosophies of DuBois and 
Robeson. This may be a contributory factor in the thinking 
of those that openly profess following Robeson and DuBois. 73 
It can be argued, further, that DuBois had a unique 
psychological disposition in the sense that he made such 
extreme changes during his career. At one time he subscribed 
73. It is the opinion of the researcher that the short-
comings in the American capitalistic system and the 
evils of race prejudice has done more toward developing 
socialistic thinking among intellectual Negroes than 
either Robeson or DuBois. It is his further opinion, 
that DuBois and Robeson, because of their psychological 
makeup, education, experience and background, were 
especially receptive to an active and recalcitrant 
reaction to these evils, one that offered the promise 
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to the thinking of Negro Protest Action as evidenced in the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. 
He succumbed to the conservative thinking of Booker T. 
1Nashington and was dismissed by the Association. 74 Later 
his outlook changed to that of Paul Robeson. During all 
this he has had much influence in the molding of opinion 
among Negroes. 
Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonists claim that 
they have gained foreign sympathy for the Negro cause in 
America.75 They have failed to say how this is to aid in 
the resolution of the problem. 
This is no indication that the leaders of this group 
are desirous of favorable American publicity. A part of 
their strategy is to stir up trouble and create dissatis-
factions. This is the end of their antagonisms. 
This strategy has not proven an a dvantage to the Negro 
in his efforts to secure his civil rights.76 
of equitable justice to all men. While Communistic 
ideas have, in a measure, influenced their t h inking, 
they, as Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonists, are 
by and large American products. 
74 . This fact was ascertained through an interview with 
Dr. Allan Knight Chalmers, Treasurer, NP~CP. 
75. See Albert E. Kahn, Op. Cit., and W. E. B. DuBois, 
In Battle fo r:- Peace, Op. Cit., chap. 9. 
76. See the edi t orial page, the · Detroit Times· , Tuesday, 
December 30, 1952 1 and Robert Alan's article, "The Lost Shepherd" in The Grisis, November, 1952. 
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The movement, then, has failed to accomplish any of its 
subsidiary objectives, only as may be in some cases intimated 
and then only in an indirect sense as has been pointed out. 
There is little indication that their over-all objec-
tive of a complete change in the economic, social and 
political system of America will take place as a result of 
the efforts of this movement. Civil rights for Negroes , 
which are predicated upon the change of the American 
economic, social, and political system, are of necessity 
further into the future. 
It is only speculative to assume that civil rights 
will be secured within the new system that they desire . The 
fact of socialism does not guarantee the elimination of 
class or caste. 
The Critigue of the Movement 
The Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism Movement is 
represented by a very courageous and intelligent leadership. 
This quality of leadership is really one of its strongest 
points. It has demonstrated its ability to keep coming back 
after each defeat. 
This strength is counteracted by equally as strong a 
weakness, vfu.ich is responsible for its many defeats. Its 
lack of discretion and respect for the present American 
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system has proven to be gradual suicide for the movement 
ever since its inception. History has proven that for 
cooperation or tolerance it is necessary to appear at least~ 
to respect the economic, social, and political traditions o£ 
the nation or community in wrrich one resides •. This does not 
mean to endorse them, but, in the eyes of its executives and 
constituents, to respect them for what they are worth. 
The leaders of this movement were highly critical of 
the economic, social, a.nd political traditions of America 
and highly landatory of those in the Soviet Union. This 
type of criticism is not so much a threat to Anti-Negroism 
in America as it is a threat to American security in light 
of the present international situation. It is because of 
this type of reasoning that America is stimulated more to 
attack the movement rather than the incidental cause of race 
prejudice~ the elimination of which the movement is dedi-
cated to ultimately achieve. 
As far as gaining civil rights f or the Negro in this 
country is concerned, this approach~ at first sight, seems 
highly illogical. Yet when one looks at the more d i rect 
objective of socializing America, and the natural tendency 
of the movement to agitate and create dissension, therearea 
lit tl e better grounds for saying that it is a scientific 
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approach. 
This does not necessarily contribute to its effective-
ness in securing civil rights for Negroes however. 
The mov ement wa s very militant. But militancy without 
t h e pr oper sy stem can be futile . 
The f act that the militant a gitation of Negro Protest 
Revolut i onary Antagonisn1 has contributed toward producing 
thought on the weaknesses of America including its treatment 
of Negro c i tizens may be deemed a strong point. It has , 
perhaps, caused America to take greater cognizance of its 
shortcomings relative to its Negro citizens. 
Another thing for which it deserves credit, and Which 
is scientific in approach, is the fact that it picked out 
what it considered the cause of the Negro problem and 
worked on it . 
It can be criticized for not having produced more 
favorable publicity for itself. This could be due, partly, 
to the fact that it was never formally organized as a move -
ment. Or it could be that there is no place Eor favorable 
publicity in its planned strategy. 
Only history can prove whether or not it was correct in 
doubting the ability of the Negro to secure his civil 
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rights wit hin the present American economic, political, and 
social system. 
The criticism that American Capitalism is the cause of 
the Negro's not receiving complete civil rights can be met 
with f urt her criticism . 
The argQment is that Negroes are easy to exploit77 and 
that capitalists are anxious to maintain the high profit 
that comes to them as a result of low-paid Negro labor . As 
long as there is no resentment from the community they will 
continue exp loiting the Negro . 
The acknowledgement of the significance of the sympathy 
or resentment on the part of the community is a key to a 
major weakness in the argument. Implied in this argument is 
the belief that Negro laborers can be exploited by capital-
ists only so long as this exploitation is condoned by the 
community. By inference, they could not exploit them 
without comrnunity endorsement . 
This means that the fundamental cause for capitalism ' s 
exploiting the Negro is the lack of concern on the part o£ 
the community for his economic welfare . The real need is 
77. The word "exploit" is used to denote unfair use for 
one 's own advantage or profit . 
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not so much an uprooting of capitalism as a genuine change 
of attitudes on the part of members of the community toward 
the Negro. 
This does not justify the existence of capitalism 
either. Capitalism still exploits for the sake of profit. 
It does not seek any particular racial group to exploit, but 
what can be expediently exploited with J.e ss difficulty. 
Capitalism operates on the basis of skill and efficiency 
in production and the accumulation of profits. The workers 
are, technically, tools to this end. The emphasis on 
efficiency will not permit the system not to utilize the 
most effective tool in its most effective place of operation. 
Its failure to do this is an expedient accommodation to 
outside pressure rather than to its own common sense or 
desire. 
The elimination of capitalism to the exclusion of the 
proper education of the masses is not necessarily a surety 
of the elimination of race prejudice or of the political 
and social denial of civil rights. Even Dr. DuBois and his 
co-workers acknowledge that the Russian non-capitalistic and 
communistic system is supplemented by the Russian educa-
t . 1 t d th t 1 i f . 78 ~ona sys em an e ou aw ng o rac~sm. 
78 . W. E. B. DuBois, ££• Cit., PP• 163f. 
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To advocate the establishment of a socialistic or com-
munistic system as a basis for civil rights for Negroes 
solely on the grounds that Negroes and poor whites suffer 
the same thing under capitalism is a .failure to take into 
consideration all of the problems involved. It is also a 
failure to realize the historical fact that even the white 
working classes in America, who were logically expected to 
be one of the most if not the most anti-capitalistic groups, 
for a long time e~cluded Negroes from their unions. Some 
local unions are still unfavorable to the Negro receiving 
membership. 
Proponents to the idea of uprooting capitalism as a 
basis .for securing civil rights for Negroes, will argue that 
the poor white workers were made to suffer a .fear of 
economic competition coming from Negroes as a result of 
planned propaganda coming from capitalists and/or those 
monied and managerial white classes that could profit by it. 
Still it must be realized that this propaganda was 
based on and made to appeal to the ignorance and the pre-
judices o.f the poor whites which is an even stronger 
argument for an education that is free, complete, and 
inclusive of all the masses. The argument that capitalism 
controls the educational system of America suggests that the 
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fight for civil rights may be won by removing this control 
without necessarily destroying the free enterprise economic 
system. 
While Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonists recog-
nize the evils of our present capitalistic system and see 
the need for its elimination, they have failed to see that 
its elimination is no guarantee of the attainment of full 
civil rights for the American Negro. 
Another weakness of this movement as a means of 
securing civil rights is the fact that it made the issue of 
civil rights secondary to the objective of socialism within 
which civil rights are to be realized. For in addition to 
the uncertainty of civil rights even with the winning of 
socialism, the original objective and ultimate end has been 
made subject to the means. For, the establishment of 
socialism is the means through which the end of civil rights 
is to be realized. They have not anticipated the possibilit.y 
that civil rights might not be realized in a socialistic 
system and have no plans for such an instance. This is 
equivalent to saying that the means has become the end and 
the end has become incidental to the means. 
Further weakness can be seen in the fact that the 
methods being used for the establishment of socialism 
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destroy the possibility of' civil rights short of' its 
realization. For example, the unpopularity incurred by 
Mr. R.obeson by his Paris Peaee Congress Speech, made it 
almost if not impossible for him to demand an audience 
with a person or persons that might be of' value in some 
aspect of' the Negro cause. Dr. DuBois' public admission 
that he would accept assistance from the Communist Party 
when that same party was a part of' the opposition to the 
present American system of' life, made it very difficult for 
him to maintain the proper influence to uphold a very small 
Negro right even on the local level, not to mention being 
able to perfect an adequate organization for the same without 
incurring unusual opposition, indifference, or fearful 
withdrawal even on the part of' Negroes. 
Although civil rights were treated as secondary or 
incidental as an objective of' the Negro Protest Revolutiona:cy 
Antagonism Movement, it was priginally the primary and 
~ediate objective of' its leaders. It reached the secondary 
pos~tion because they later concluded that this was necessar,r 
for its realization. Socialism79 is not both the means and 
79 . It should be remembered that the socialism referred to 
denotes the Marxian type of socialism which is 
characteristic of' Paul Robeson and W. E. B. DuBois. 
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the immediate aim of the movement. 
This is borne out by the fact that they were not 
originally concerned so much about a new economic, social, 
and political system in America as complete equality for 
Negroes. The switch in concern came about because of the 
belief that the latter was contingent upon the realizat ion 
of the former, and thus, necessitated a change in strategy. 
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CHAPTER IV 
The Comparative Studies 
The Comparative Nature and Effectiveness of each Movement 
The Nature of Negro Protest Ac·tion. Negro Protest Action 
was distinguished by nine major characteristics. They are 
as follows: 
(1) It was dynamic: Constant activity is its history. 
In breaking this activity down into general terms we find 
that it involved: (a) looking for the problems; (b) studyir.g 
the problems, and {c) working for the solution of the prob-
lems; this activity was characterized by consistent efforts 
to enforce the application of existing moral , social, and 
civil regulations . 
(2) It was aggressive: Its history was one of self 
assertion--constantly attacking the problems involving civil 
rights for Negroes . 
This aggression was characterized by petition, protest, 
legal redress, lobtrying, legislative activity, education, 
persuasion, and the like . 
It is significant to note that the nature of this 
aggression was .formal, i.e., it was organized aggression 
and always backed and supported by the Associat i on. 
(3) It was agitative : It consistently hammered at A.nti-
Negroism, disturbing the existent laws, traditions, an d cus-
toms of segregation, jim-crow, prejudice, inequity and the 
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like because of r ac e or color . 
This was forraal agitation , always organized and system-
atized and discretely applied with the full backing of the 
Association. 
(4) It was accommodative : In the first place it was 
accommodative to the existent economic, social , and political 
system of America , working expedient ly not to run into any 
unnecessary conflicts with the same . The main concern was 
complete equality within the system . 
In the second place it was expediently and strategica lly 
accommodative to specific circumstances , the momentary attack 
of which might have been more damaging than helpful to the 
general cause . Circumstances, with special concern for the 
depth and rooting of folkways, customs, traditions and the 
like , we re carefully studied . The degree and nature, 
directness and indirectness of the attacks on the problems 
were made on the basis of the conclusions of these studies. 
(5) It was always mindful of favorable publicity: Most, 
if not all , legal cases taken were t h ose that the Associat i on 
felt tha t it had a reasonably good chance of winning . 
Victories assured it of favorable public respect from all 
groups inclu ding its opponents, members, well wishers , and 
those that were indifferent to it and its efforts. 
It was careful to hav e no run-ins with well e stablished 
and constitutional law except when that law could be legally 
and justifiably questioned. All such run-ins were planned 
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and aimed at some aspect of civil rights. Good publicity was 
a part of its plea and strategy. It avoided organizational 
scandals of any sort. In addition to utilizing traditional 
forms and means of propaganda and publicity 1 it founded its 
own organ which is used for this purpose and to express its 
views and position to the public. 
(6) It was active in political areas: The Association 
played its cards well in matters of politics, threatening to 
withdraw the Negro vote or influence the same against a po-
litical opponent of the Negro cause. Even w hen the Associ-
ation did not have control of the Negro vote, its threats 
were often effective. On the other hand it utilized the 
Negro vote to t h is end when it could. According to one of 
the executive officers of the Association, the Republican 
Party said that they c ontrolle d two million votes in 1952 
and tried to bargain with them for the same. 
(7) It was directly racial and national in its concern 
and emphasis: All of its objectives were racial and confined 
to America. The main and origlnal objective was for complete 
racial equality and integration. All of the subsidiary and/or 
assumed objectives were in the nature of civil rights for 
Negroes, the accomplishments of wh ich were, in t h e eyes of the 
organization, steps in the · direction of the original object-
ive of complete racial equality and integration. 
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(8) I t was basically legal in its approach: It oper-
ated only within the Jaw and by the h w. It felt that civil 
rights would be realized through an observance of the law. 
(9) I t was coope r ative: It worked with other organi-
zations that- were concerned with minority problems and the 
hwnan rights. 
The Nature of Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism. 
This movement was distinguished by eight major characteris -
tics: 
(1) It was dynamic: Its history was one of constant 
activity . This activity consisted pri1·narily of eff orts to 
instill and promote its ideology . The most if not all of 
i t s attempted organizations were primarily for this end . 
(2) It was aggressive: It was alert in its atta ck on 
the American economic, social, and political system . The 
belief that t h e Negro could never achieve full equality and 
int egrat i on under t he present American syst em was t he basis 
of its constant attacks. 
(3) It was a g itative: Great efforts were put for t h to 
disturb t he social, economic, and political aspects of 
Americanism . 
Its agitation was informal or unorganized. .Each leader 
took it upon hims elf to stir up or e x cite opposition to the 
status quo without any organizational or planned backing 
except in remote and indirect cases as when participating in 
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the Progressive Party. 
Efforts were made at organizations that could serve to 
back some such agitation, but these were blocked at stages 
too early for any significant consequences where the movement 
was concerned. 
Little discretion was used in these efforts. 
(4) It was re volutionary: There were no circUmstances 
when it was accomm:>dati ve to any part of the American econo-
mic, social, and political system including American practi• 
ces relative to the Negro. It worked constantly toward t he 
end of revolutionizing that s ystem. This it planne d to do 
t h rough agitation and the selling of its ideology to the 
American public. Th is was to serve as a catalytic agent has-
tening what is sure to come anyway, viz., socialism. 
(5) It was mindful of publicity favorable to its ideol-
ogy: The concern was ideological propagation. There was no 
concern for publicity that would add dignity to the movement. 
Also it was concerned with Anti-&nerican propaganda. 
Most if not all of t h e written and oral propaganda that it 
produced was to this and the end of selling its ideology. 
(6) It was antagonistic: Although the movement was not 
sufficiently well organ ized to serve as an opposing prin-
ciple or agent to the activities and policies of t his coun-
try, its leaders did perform such a function. They were mi-
litantly opposed to practically all if not everything Ameri-
can in ter ms of practice, ph ilosophy, and system. 
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(7) It was international in Lrnplication and indirectly 
or incidentally racial : Its antagonism to the American 
economic , social, and political system was concomitant with 
its praise of Russian Com.rnunism . 
It was sensitive to the Negro cause in America but could 
only see its solution in a new system of socialism in this 
country. 
(8) Basically illegal in approach: It was not concerned 
with operating within the law or by the law ~ It was 
concerned with uprooting the law . 
(9) It was non-cooperative : It worked alone . It did 
not seek to work with groups except to use them for its 
particular purpose . 
While , comparatively, there are points of similarity in 
the nature of each of the two movements of concern, note must 
be taken of the qualitative differences between these points 
of' similarity . 
Following is a comparative list which should give a 
clearer p ic ture of these differences . Included in this list 
also, are the points of distinctive differences . 
Protest Action 
1 . Dynamic (Continuous 
efforts for racial 
equality) 
2. Aggressive (Organized 
self-assertion) 
Protest Revolutionary Antagonism 
1 . pynamic (Continuous efforts to 
instill ideology and destroy 
American system) 
2. Aggressive (Unorganized self-
assertion} 
3 . Ag itative (Against Anti-
Negroism) . 
4. Accomraodative . 
5 . Seeker of Publicity 
(Favorable to Associ-
ation and ultimate goal). 
6 . Utilizes the Political 
area . 
7 . Directly Racial and 
National in Emphasis 
Concern . 
8 . Basically Legal i n 
Approach . 
9 . Cooperative . 
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3. Agitative (Against American-
ism) . 
4 . Revolutionary. 
5 . Seeker of Publicity (Favor-
able to their ideology). 
6 . Antagonistic . 
7. International and Indirect:cy 
Racial in Emphasis and 
Concern . 
8. Basically Illegal in 
Approach . 
9 . Non-cooperative . 
In looking further at the comparative nature of the two 
movements it is seen that the nature of each is conditioned 
by the most imraediate and direct objective of each . In the 
case of Negro Protest Action this is civil rights . In the 
case of Negro Protest Revolut i onary Antagonism it is social -
ism . Th e nature of each movement can be seen in t heir active 
methods of approach to these objectives . Both groups are 
continuous in their efforts to reach these objectives . The 
proposed limits of the active efforts of each are the same 
relative to these goals . They are both striving to reach them . 
Th ere is a distinct contrast in t he proposed limits o:r 
the active efforts of each with respect to the original and 
ultimate objectives. In the case of' Negro Protest Action , 
where the original and ultimate objective is also the most 
immediate and di rect objective, the active eff'orts are not 
limited to anything short of the full realization of the 
165 
ultimate goal. In the case of' Negro Protest Revolutionary 
Antagonism where the ultimate goal is expected to be auto-
matically rea ched as a result o.f the realization o.f the most 
iramediate and direct goal , the active efforts are not 
designed to go further than the realization o.f the in~ediate 
objective. According to the t h inking of the members of t h is 
group , realizing the immediate objective is equivalent to 
realizing the ultimate goal. 
The differences between the proposed limits of the 
active efforts of each movement may account for the 
differences in the support and following that each might be 
able to win once t h e people understand them fully. The 
question is whether a person desires to work di rectly or 
indirectly for what he wants . 
The aggressiveness o.f the movements vary also. Negro 
Protest Action is backed by a well organized movement. Each 
official can speak with the authority of the organi zation. 
The organization is strong and r e spe cted. This is what is 
meant when its aggressive efforts are referred to as 
organized self -assert ion . 
Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism is not backed by 
a well organized movement . The only evidence of formal 
organization within the movement is in the Council on African 
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Af'f'airs . This is largely outmoded by t he new emphasis of' 
the movement . To emphasize the weaknesses of' American 
Capitalism and the strengths of Russian Communism is not to 
be easily identified with African Af'.fairs. A leader 
emphasizing such could hardly claim the backing of the 
Council with any great degree of success . The movemen t as a 
whole has not succeeded in becoming well organized . I t is 
not recognized as being well organized . VJhen one of its 
leaders takes a stand he has no effective organized backing . 
It is like a man speaking his own opinion and not neces -
sarily that of' anyone else . In t his sense , the aggress i ve -
ness of' t h is movement is characterized by unorganized self -
assert i on . 
The a.gitative characters of each movement are cond i • 
tioned and largely if not completely determined by the most 
immediate and direct objectives of each . These objectives 
are the ends of the agitation in each respective group . 
Agitation i n these two gr oups is also conditioned by 
the stra tegies of e a ch movement . Negro Protest Action 
endeavors not to risk los ing public and government al good-
will through agitation . I t is careful that the agitation 
will be in accord with accepted customs and laws . 
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Negro Protest Revolutionists have no concern for public 
or governmental goodwill. There is no effort to keep the 
agitation in accord with accepted customs and laws. 
Customary and lawful forms of agitation are used when they 
are effective for some objective of the movement. 
For the Actionists, agitation is always aimed at the 
immediate or ultimate realization of some form of civil 
rights . For t he Antagonists , it is always aimed at tinder-
mining some form of Americanism or American practice or 
policy, or at selling some form of socialism. 
Perhaps the greatest distinction between the two move-
ments is the fact that the Actionists are accommodative 
while the Antagonists are revolutionary. 
The Actionists are not concerned with changing the 
American economic, social, and political system or with 
leaving it f or another in some other country. They are 
intere sted in remai ning in the United States and f ighting 
f or civil rights according to American laws . They are con-
cerned wi t h full e quality and complete integration into the 
system as it is . They are interested in changing laws only 
when they are anti-Negro, contrary to the American system 
and American law. 
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This is not true of the Antagonists . They have no 
respect for the American social , economic , and political 
system . All of their efforts are a t revolutionizing it . 
'I'hey want it completely changed . They do not seek civil 
r ights i n the American pattern of life . Neither do they pr~ 
pose to go anywhere else . Although they prefer Russia , they 
are determined to remain and mruce the United States more 
like the Soviet Uni on . They are critical and intolerant 
of American law . 
Both· movements are seekers of publicity . The kind of 
publicity sought by each is determined by the most immediate 
goals of each . 
For the Actionists , this is the ultimate goal of civil 
rights . For the Antagonists , this is the bnmediate goal of 
socialisn1 . The Actionists are concerned with publicity that 
is favorable to their organization . This is a part of their 
strategy for winning support . In this sense , it can be said 
that the type of publicity that they seek is partly deter-
mined by the strategy of' their movement . 
They are also concerned with publicity favorable to 
their efforts to win civil rights . They are careful to pick 
cases that they stand a good chance of winning . They get 
into situations in which they stand a good chance of making 
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a good showing . 
They are concerned also with publicity favorable to the 
goal of civil rights . They constantly emphasize the consti-
tutionality of civil rights . They identify civil rights 
with democracy and the best interest of peace and the peoples 
of the world . 
The Antagonists are concerned with publicity favorable 
to socialistic ideology . rrhis is a part of their strategy 
for winning support for their socialistic ideals . It can be 
said , in this sense , that the type of publicity that they 
seek is partly determined by the strategy of their movement . 
There is no concern for the publicity for the movement. 
Efforts are put forth to create unfavorable publicity for 
American institutions and practices. Bad publicity in 
America is sought and magnified. 
Actionists magnify bad publicity which is made at the 
expense of Negro justice and dignity . They do not seek s.uch 
publicity. They are on the look - out in the event it occurs . 
Then emphasize it as a means or creating a consciousness of 
how badly t h e Negro is treated iri America . 
Antagonists seek and magnify any bad publicity . This 
is their means of discrediting the American system. They are 
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quiet on the more favorable publicity and seek to interpret 
it for the worst . 
Outside of the Negro quest i.on , Actionists cater toward 
praise for the country . They also praise deeds and efforts 
for winning civil rights for Negroes . Thi s praise is not 
limited to races or groups . 
Another difference bet ween the two movements is the fact 
that the Actionists are national and directly racial in 
concern and emphasis . The conc.ern and emphasis of each is 
condit ioned by the strategy and immediate goal of each move-
ment . 
The Actionists' immediate concern for civil rights for 
the American Negro naturally limits their emphasis to 
America. This does not mean that they do not have inter-
national concern . Their history reveals that they have sent 
representatives abroad to represent the movement and relate 
tl:e Negro problem to the world . It is also concerned with 
the problems of the United Nations and other world problems . 
Their major emphasis is not international, however , because . 
t heir major objective is rooted in America . 
The i mmediate goal of the Antagonists is rooted in the 
Soviet Socialistic System. The fact that Marxian Socialism 
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of the Russian type is endeavoring to permeate the world with 
Russia as its recognized leader, and the fact that the Anta-
gonis-m are endeavoring to help establish such a system in 
.America , makes t hem international in emphasis and concern. 
They have a national concern in the sense that America is the 
area to which they apply their efforts. They have a nation-
wide concern also in the sense that they are interested in 
civil rights for American ~egroes . 
Actionists concentrate on selling Americanism as it is 
represented in the Constitution of the United States. Antag. 
onists concentrate on selling socialism as it is represented 
in the SoViet Union. Actionists work directly for racial 
equality inasmuch as t his is both their immediate and ultimate 
aim. Antagonists work indirectly for racial equality inas-
much as they predicate it upon socialism which must be real-
ized before such equality and integration can be. Further-
more they are not concerned with t he Negro being integrated 
into American Democratic Living but into a socialistic system. 
Aetionists are concerned with the Negro being integrated into 
American Democratic Life. Antagonists place great stress on 
international peace and Africa. A.ctionists place a minimum 
ef stress on tbese except as they relate to the Negro prob-
lem in America. 
The approach of the Actionists is basically legal. That 
is, it is based upon legal operation . It seeks to function 
within the laws of the land. If the laws are unsatisfactory 
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it seeks to change them or to get them changed. 
As a means of strategy it will violate a discriminatory 
law. For example 1 if it wants to get a case against jim-crow 
on buses 1 it might have some Negro to sit in the unlawful sec-
tion and get himself arrested. After t h is happens the Action-
ists will take over the case and endeavor to prove the uncon-
stitutionality of the law. This is what happened in the case 
of the great White Primary Cases. Although it was not legal 
for Negroes to vote 1 they would seek a ballot. After being 
refused the Actionists would take up the case. In all cases 
when a law is violated it is done on the basis of its being 
unjust or unconstitutional. 
Antagonists have no respect for American law and do not 
particularly care to operate within it. They seek ways and 
means of evading the law. Their movement is considered sub-
versive. There are no provisions in this country for declar-
ing such a movement unlawful or unconstitutional except to 
prove that it is working toward the destruction of the Ameri-
can government or is the agent of a foreign principal that 
has refused to register with the United State Attorney Gener-
al. A part of its objective is to destroy all American law. 
The two movements differ in another area. Actionists 
are cooperative. They cooperate with similar organizations. 
These include all organizations that are not declared subver-
sive by the United States Government and that are concerned 
with human and minority rights. They will cooperate with 
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other organizations that work toward human welfare and pro-
gress. They will not, however, cooperate with the Antago-
nists or Communists. Antagonists do not cooperate with other 
movements. They work with the Council on African Affairs. 
They worked with the Peace Information Center. It must be 
remembered, however, that neither of these were separate or 
independent movements but organized parts of the continuous 
movement of Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism . 
The Effectiveness of Negro Protest Action . - ince its be-
ginning the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored people has achieved many notable victories. Among 
these have been a series of cases in the courts whichresult• 
ed in outlawing the white primary, emasculating the restrict• 
ive covenant, and a beginning of the breaking down of educa-
tional segregation. 
It has won 3~ out of 34 cases carried before the United 
States Supreme Court. 
These cases, aimed at the ultimate objective of the As-
sociation, "decided Constitutional rights of Negroes as citi-
1 
zens: equality in the body politic." This included: 
(a) equality before the law, (b) equality in security of the 
1. See Arnold M. Rose, The Negro in Post War America , 
New York: Anti Defamation League of B'nai B'ritht 
1950 1 P• 28. Also see Rayford W. Logan, (Editor], 
What the Nerro Wants . Chapel Hill: The University of 
North-uirol na Press, 1944 1 P• 120. 
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person , and (c) equality in human dignity. 2 
In pursuit of the main and original objective, the 
following major subsidiary objectives3 were pursued with the 
success as indicated: 
(1) Lynching: In 1917 lynching was silently protested 
by fifteen t housand persons in New York. In 1919 a mass 
meeting against the same was conducted in Carnegie Hall . In 
1922 the Dyer federal anti-lynching bill passed the House 
and was later filibustered to death in the Senate. Display 
advertisements were inserted in daily newspapers during the 
s ame year. This was so effective that one daily on the 
Pacific Coast offered to, without cost, carry the display. 
Anti-lynching pickets were paraded in London. Newspaper 
artic.les decrying lynching appeared in Sydney, Australia. 
The story was well spread. 
The story was getting across to the world that the Negro 
was a human being and an American citizen possessing 
inalienable rights which were be ing violated. .~ericats 
pride was being hurt. 
2. See Ibid.~ p . 119. 
3. These ~nclude assumed objectives. It must be rememberai 
that subsidiary objectives may or may not be assQmed 
depending on the knowledge of the leader or leaders 
relative to t he original and beginning history of the 
movement . Whether the subsidiary- objectives are assumed 
or not 'does not alter their significance to the ful -
fillment of the original or mai n objective. 
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The pressure increased as the years wen·t by . Succeeding 
anti-lyn ching bills in Washing ton were passed in t h e House 
and killed by fi libus ter in the Senate . This wa s done 
under both Democratic and Republican ma j orities . But the 
edu catio n went on . Whereas in 1919 hardly any man of 
prominence or promise would speak out a gainst lynching , in 
1938 no man or newspaper or any important institution could 
be f ound t o defend it . In twenty years public opinion had 
been completely reversed . A nurnber of Southern newspapers 
dep l ored lynching and endorsed federal legislation a gainst 
it . 4 During the year 19 52 , no lyn ching s were reported in the 
United States . 5 
(2) Constitutional Rights of Negroes as Citizens : 
Many example s of legal procedure compr ise the record . One 
of t he outstanding examples is the Elaine Arkansas (Phillips 
Count y) , riot cases . These lasted from 1919 to 1923 . 
Seventy- nine defendants were covered . The following inci -
dental objectives or by - products developed from this one 
subsidiary action or effort to achieve the subsidiary goal 
4 . See Roy Wilkins article in Rayford W. Logan , Op . Cit ., 
P • 119 . 
5 . Refer to address made by Thurgood Marshall , Bost on 
Forum Hall, February 1 , 1953 . 
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of Constitutional r ights of Negroes as citizens : Technical:Jy 
they may be classified as items of mob violence . They are : 
(a) mob domination of court procedure, (b) service of Negroes 
on juries, and (c) the enforcement of contracts . 6 
A group of Negro farmers of Phillips County organized 
thems elves into the Progressive and Household Un i on of 
America after having received no accounting from plantation 
owners on their cotton from June , 1918, to July , 1919 . They 
engaged a law firm in Little Rock _to get a settlement or to 
sue the landlords . In 1919 when in a meeting in a Negro 
Church in Hoop Spur a shot was fired into the Chur ch from 
the outside , the farmers re·i;urned the fire and . slew a white 
man . This started a race riot . Troops , local and state 
police, and deputized citizens cooperated in a man-killing 
spree which covered the county . Newspapers justified the 
affair by referring to it as an " insurrection . " 
The whites ar rested eight hundred Negroes . A 11Co:mmittee 
of Sevenn met and tried seventy-nine prisoners . Twelve were 
condemned to death and imprisonment was recommended for 
sixty-seven . The courts followed directions . Five men were 
6 . See Roy Wilkins article in Rayford w. Logan, Op~ Cit ., 
P • 120 . 
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tried at one time. In six minutes they were sentenced to 
death. Counsel did not consult with the defenda nts . No 
witnesses were put on the stand. The jury was not addressed. 
Appeals of twelve of the men sentenced to death were 
heard by the Arkansas Supreme Court . New trials were 
granted to six. The others were convicted . Six were again 
convicted on retrial. .!\.gain their convictions were reversed 
on the ground that thel"'e were no Negroes on the jury panel . 
From then on, it was a matter of appeals , eff orts to 
secure writ s, changes of venue, trials before federal courts, 
two unsu ccessful attempts were made to get before the United 
States Supreme Court , one snatching of six men from the 
death house, and then, in 1922 , it was reviewed by the 
Supreme Court . 
In the case, Moore versus Dempsey , 261 u.s . 86 , which 
was handed down in :8'ebruary-, 1923 , the Court reversed itself 
in Frank versus ~~Iangum, 237 U. s . 309, and held that within 
the meaning of the Fourteenth Amendment , a trial in a court 
dominated by mob sentiment was not due process of law. In 
what is known as the Frank Case,which arose in Georgia, a 
J ewish defendant was convicted of attacking and killing a 
little girl and was lynched. Today he is known to be 
innocent. The Court had held that since the forms of law had 
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been observed, it could not examine into the atmosphere of 
t h e trial. The Arkansas lawyers managed to get the story 
into their brief. The battle . was brought to a victorious 
end . All seventy-nine defendants were freed. 7 
This was a victory for equality--equality of opportu-
nity as faHaers, equality in the courts of the country, the 
right to serve on juries, the right to avail themselves of 
writs , the right to have their motives, the right to their 
provocations, the right to have their actions judged as free 
8 
men among free men. 
In 1951, the Association called together a group .of' 
organizations for a civil rights meeting in Washington , and 
s ucceeded in bringing about open h earings on a change in 
Senate rules to prevent filibusters. 9 
(3) The Franchise: The National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, in its first case before .the 
United States Supreme Court, challenged the Grandfather 
Clause, a popu~r means for disfranchising Negroes . 
7. Ibid., PP• 120 f. 
8 . Ibid., P• 121. 
9. See Walter ~'hite's article entitled, "Report on Civil 
Rights in 1951 11 , The Crisis , February 1, 1953 . 
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The Supreme Court ruled t his clause t o be unconstitu-
tional in 1915 . This did not enfranchise Negroes , however . 
In the courts and in the public conscience the Associa-
tion kept up the campaign . The so - called White Democratic 
Primary of Texas was challenged in two cases . The Supreme 
Court opinion went against the state . An i ndependent group 
of Negro citizens of Texas carried up a third case and lost 
to the sta·t;e . 
In an eight - to - one decision, the United States Supreme 
Court , on April 3 , 1944, ruled that Negroes may not be 
barred from Democratic Party prL~ary elections in Texas . 
This was brought about through the Sm~th versus Allwright 
10 
case . 
(4) Education : The system of separate or segregated 
schools for Negr oes and whites were the basis for inequal -
ities in education for the two groups . There were inequal-
ities in facilities , teachers ' salaries , equipment expendi-
tures per capita , length of school term, buildings , curri -
cula and the like . The inequalities were always in favor or 
the white groups . 
As a result of' attacks in courts by attorneys .for the 
National Association .for the Advancement of' Colored People , 
10 . See .footnote in Rayford w. Logan , Op . Ci t ., P• 122 . 
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the salaries of teachers were equalized in localities in 
more than thirteen states. In Norfolk, Virginia, the United 
States Circuit Court of Appeals issued an opinion which 
makes it possible to influence some local boards of educa-
tion to equalize salaries without actual court procedure, 
but on the presentation of a petition.11 
The Association also attacked the practice of denying 
Negroes the right of graduate and professional training in 
t ax-supported state institutions in the South. The United 
States Supreme Court ~eld, as a result of the Gaines case in 
1935, when the University of the State of Missouri was the 
defendant, that a state must; either usupply equal separate 
facili·ties to Negroes for graduate and professional study or 
12 
admit them to existing graduate institutions." The fight 
for the right of graduate and professional training for 
Negroes in the state supported institutions in the South 
continued. By 1953 many such schools had opened their doors 
to Negroes. Among t hese wer e the University of Oklahoma, 
the Univers i ty of Texas, the University of Maryland including 
several private schools. In 1952 a full scale attack was 
11 . See Ibid., p. 123. 
12. Loc. Cit. 
made on segregation in public elementary and secondary 
schools . 13 
(5) Economics: The first round in what may be an 
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achievment of note in the efforts of the Association to help 
win for the Negro equality of opportunity in employment ~ and 
the elimination of policies of discrimination and exclusion, 
was won when, in 1944, a judge in Providence , Rhode Island, 
held that auxiliary unions , created for Negroes by the 
Boilerma kers' Union, were illegal in the state . It also 
held that "Negro boilermakers must be considered members of 
regular locals . "14 
The Association cooperated with other groups in 
mobilizing the pressure that resulted in the issuance of 
Executive Order 8802 in 1941 . This order forbade discrimi -
nation in war industries and governmental agencies because 
of race, color, or creed, or national origin . It also 
created the Fair Employment Practices Committee . 
(6) Public Aaxmmodations : In November , 19521 the 
United States Supreme Court upheld a lower court ruling 
13 . See the editorial page , rhe Black Dispatch , Oklahoma 
City, JanuaYJ 3 , 1953 . 
14 . See article by Roy Wilkins in Rayford W, Logan , ~ Cit~ 
P • 125 . 
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that the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad in separating Negro 
and white passengers placed an unconstitutional burden on 
interstate commerce. William c. Chance was the complainant 
in this case. The Atlantic Coast Line Railroad and Alva s . 
Lambeth, the conductor, were the defendants.15 
In January, 1952, segregation was abolished in the 
Ford 's Theater in Baltimore. This came about as a result 
of six years of picketing by the Baltimore Branch of the 
Association . 16 
(7) DiscrD~ination in the Armed Forces: In January, 
1951, the Association sent Thurgood Marshall to the Far 
East to investigate an unusual number of court martials 
against Negro servicemen. Discriminations against Negro 
soldiers were revealed. Mr . Marshall charged that the 
segregation policies of t he Far East lay behind the 
injustices suffered by the Negro soldiers. This led. to the 
announcement that the All-Negro Twenty-B'ourth Division 
would be liquidated and segregation terminated in the Far 
15. See front page and editorial, The Black DisEatch , 
Q£• Cit., November 22, 1952. 
16. See 1'NAACP Reviews Record for 195211 , editorial page , 
Ibid., January 3, 1953. 
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East Command . Legal action by the Association also won 
reduced sentences for a number of the court -martialed men . 17 
The Association grew tr'e ·mendously in membership during 
World War II . In 1941 it had eighty-five thousand members . 
In 1947 it had over four hundred thousand members . Many 
18 Negroes that we r e not members gave it moral support . 
The Effectiv eness of Negro Protest RevolutionaEY 
Antatonism . This movement made no direct efforts at the 
attainment of civil rights for Negroes . Its efforts w~e 
concentrated on the changing of the Ameri can economic , 
social , and political system and replacing it with s.ocialis:m. 
No direct contributions to civil rights for Negroes 
could be credited to the movement . Nor was there an ade -
quate basis for crediting it with indirect contributions to 
civil rights for Negroes . 
Following is a comparative picture of the effective-
ness of the two movements in securing civil rights for 
Negroes . These are compared on the basis of the seven 
major subsidiary objectives of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People . 19 
17 . See Walter Wnite ' s article , Op . Cit . 
18 . See Arnold M. Rose , QR• Cit ., p . 25 . 
19 . See "Effectiveness of Negro Protest Action" in Chap . IV 
of' this study . 
Protest Action 
1 . Lynching (A continuous 
decrease in l ynchings . 
No lynchings in 1951) . 
2 . Constitutional Rights 
(Got hearings t o pre -
vent filibuster in 
the Senate) . 
3 . Franchise (Won deci -
sions against Texas 
vVhite Democratic 
Primaries in 1944). 
4 . Education (Accomplished 
equalization of sal a -
ries for teachers , won 
in Gaines , Sipuel , 
Sweatt cases and 
others) . 
5 . Economics (Won decision 
against Boilermakers ' 
Unions in Rhode Island 
in 1944) . FEPC -
Executive Order 8802 . 
6 . Public Accommodations 
(Elimination of jim-
crowism in railroad 
transpor tation . End 
segregation in Ford 's 
Theatre in Baltimore) . 
7 . Discrimination in the 
Armed Forces (Eliminated 
segregation in Far 
East in 1951) . 
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Protest Revolutionary Antagonism 
1 . Lynchi ng (No contribution) . 
2 . Constitutional Rights (No 
contribution) . 
3 . Franchise (No contribution) . 
4 . Education ( No contribution) . 
5 . Econ omics (No contribution) . 
6 . Public Acco~nodations 
(No contribution) . 
7 . Discrimination in the 
Armed Forces (No con-
tribution) . 
There was no tangible indication that Negro Pr otest 
Revolutionary Antagonism had proven effe ctiv e as an 
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instrument or agent for the propagation of socialism20 in 
America. Further, as argued in the critique, even a system 
of socialism in America is no guarantee of civil rights for 
Negroes . 
Some question might arise relative to our basis of 
comparing the effectiveness of Negro Protest Action and 
Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism. 
Since neith er movement had been able to secure full and 
complete civil rights, the ultimate goal had not been com-
pletely realized. It then became necessary to devise a 
scale against w:h.ich a picture of the progress toward the 
goal could be made. One scale was devised for this purpose 
in order that the greatest possibl e objectivity might be 
maintained . For the same reason the ultima·t;e objective of 
the movements became the standard for measurement . Since 
this objective is the full and complete realization of the 
civil or constitutional rights of Negroes as citizens: 
equality before t h e body politic which includes equality 
before the law, equality in security of t h e person, and 
20. It sh ould be remembered that socialism as used here is 
of the Marxian type and peculiar to Negro Protest 
Revolutionary Antagonism . 
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equality in human dignity , 21 civil or constitutional rights 
of Negroes as citizens became the standard . 
A scale that would reveal a picture of the progress 
made in the direction of the ultimate goal would have to 
include a collection of the individual parts of that goal . 
It is analagous to placing together the parts of a puzzle 
which when completed will be the picture of a man . Knowing 
what a man l ooks like, the worker of the puzzle can see his 
progress with every part put into place . In this sense the 
scale was made up of separate rights that had been realized 
through the efforts of Negro Protest Leadership . In the 
terms of the study these would be called subsidiary objec-
tives . A picture of the real i zation or accomplishment of 
the ultimate o·bjective is made by a s cale of realized or 
accomplished subsidiary objectives . 
The next problem was the matter of selecting the 
subsidiary objectives that had been reached . The criteria 
for dete~nining them was the main problem. 
At this point it was c onc luded that the subsidiary 
objectives would have to be related to the ultL~ate objec -
tive . They would have to be parts of the ultimate objective 
21 . See "Definition of Terms 11 in this study . 
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in the sense that they are necessary for its completion . 
Going back to the puzzle, they would be the genuine parts 
that make up the man . 
Since the ultimate objectives of Negro Protest Action 
and Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism are both the same 
by virtue of the definition of the terms of this study as 
well as by virtue of history, the subsidiary objectives could 
be of either or both movements. To select those that ~~ve 
necessarily been fulfilled by either movement would tend not 
to be objective unless the pain is taken to select an equal 
number of subsidiary objectives from each movement . 
The safer course, it was concluded, was to select 
subsidiary objectives not on the basis of having been ful-
filled or reached by either movement but by virtue of being 
natural and necessary parts of the ultimate goal. Th is is 
equivalent to saying that subsidiary objectives were selected 
whose fulfillment was absolutely necessary for the eventual 
realization or accomplishment of t h e ultimate objective . 
The objectives were referred to as t h e major subsidiary 
objectives of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People. 22 because the Association had placed great 
22. See Ibid. , 11The Effectiveness of Negro Protest Actiontt, 
P• 173. 
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stress on them. They are c omprehensive. They cover the 
most vital areas of the ultimate objective . It is not likely 
that an effective movement for civil righ ts would overlook 
them over a p eriod of years. This statement is based on the 
full consideration of the need for t hese objectives during 
the histories of the Movements of concern. 
No attempt was m.ade to select all of t he subs idiary 
objectives. A small and comprehensive numbe r was sufficient. 
By a compreh ensive number it is meant that t he objectives are 
sufficiently inclusive to touch upon practically all if not 
every phase of the ultimate objective. With their full 
realization the ultimate objective would be practically, if 
not completely fulfilled . 
This assumes more than the winning of favorable laws in 
the areas of t h e objectives but also an acceptance of the 
spirit of the law on t he part of all pe rsons. 
To objectively compare the effectiveness of the two 
movements it was necessary to compare their accomplishments 
over the same period of t~e. Another fac tor of considera-
tion for objectivity is t he length of time that each move-
ment has been in existence . The older a movement the more 
time it has had to build prestige and influence and to 
perfect its methods, strategies, and techniques . On the 
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other hand _, it will have had more time to fail if that was 
to be its fate. 
The age of each movement was not taken into considera-
tion in the comparative study of the effectiveness of each. 
'rhis would not necessarily have added to the objectivity of 
the study because there were no objective means of deter-
mining the influence of natural factors upon the movements. 
Such factors would take in the psychology and efficiency of 
its leadership_, the readiness of the people to accept it_, 
the condition of the times., etc. 
The differences in the age of two movements may or may 
not make a difference in the advantages of one or the other 
during a period of time common to the existence of each. 
The people and circumstances may be just as conducive to 
the success of one as the other. It is possible to compare 
movements on the basis of the first years of the history of 
one with tha t of the other providing the numt:er of years 
compared are equivalent to each other . The disadvantage 
here is the same as that of' the preceding example. 
Since the Negro Protest Revolutionary An.tagonism Move-
ment took on its first form of formal organization beginning 
in 1939 1 and the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People was organized in 1909 1 it was decided that our 
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comparative study would cover the period from 1940 to 1953. 
This period is included in the history of each. In instances 
where the subsidiary objective was known before 1940 , the 
effectiveness of the movement in reaching it during the 
period between 1940 and 1953 was considered only. 
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CHAPTER V 
Summary and Conclusions 
A Review of the Problem. In this study, the nature and 
effectiveness of the leadership involved in Negro Protest 
Action and Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism were 
discovered and compared. 
Ever since the days of slavery in America, the Negro 
has protested his status as it relates to that of the whites 
of the country. His leaders were not always in agreement as 
to the nature of the protests or how they should be made. 
Some of the leadership was sufficientl y strong to represent 
or organize distinctive movements. Most of the movements 
sought to improve the status of the Negro within the 
American economic, social, and political system as it was 
represented during the respective periods of each. One of 
the most successful mass movements, however, was the effort 
to go back to Africa on the part of some American Negroes 
that were dissatisfied with their status in America. 
Within the past decade, Negro leadership approached a 
type of dilemma or crisis. This was concerned with whether 
or not he stood a better chance of winning equality and full 
integration for himself in the present American economic, 
social, and political system, or whether his chances for 
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equality and full integration were better, or perhaps only 
possible through the overthrowing of this system and the 
establishing of a new one. Socialism was the system chosen 
by those accepting the latter point of view. 
No work had been done on the problem except in an 
indirect or incidental way. Yet, there had been some 
related work of a limited nature. 
Review of the Methods of Procedure. The study was 
limited to Negro Protest Action and Negro Protest Revolu-
tionary Antagonism. It was a comparison of the nature and 
effectiveness of each movement. It was based upon the 
assumption that Negro Protest Action had an advantage over 
Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism by virtue of the fact 
that it was not considered a threat to the status quo. The 
latter was allegedly identified with Russian Communism. The 
most effective movement, however, depended upon the effec-
tiveness of its methods. 
The nature of each movement was compared with each 
other by critically relating the natural characteristics of 
each. The comparisons were made on the basis of the simi-
larities of the natural characteristics of each movement. 
The variances were pictured and described. 
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A criter~nwas set up for the comparative study of the 
effectiveness of each movement. The criterkn was composed 
of seven subsidiary objectives which were sufficiently 
comprehensive and related to the ultimate or orginal objec-
tive to best approximate it when completely fulfilled. The 
ultimate or original objective of civil rights was the 
standard of measurement. The accomplishments of each move-
ment were depicted on the basis of the criteria and then 
related and compared. 
Consideration was taken of the length of the history of 
each movement. To be objeetive, the period of history 
beginning in 19401 a little less than a year after the 
formal beginning of Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism, 
was the period compared. 
In the history of the effectiveness of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, no 
delimitations were made. For the comparison, each subsidiar,r 
objective composing the criteria was delimited to include 
only the period of history from 1940 to 1953. 
The obvious results made it unnecessary to go into a 
detailed analysis of the comparative picture. 
The method of research was basically literary and 
documentary. A thorough study was made to determine whether 
194 
the subject had already been investigated. The Readers Guide 
to Periodical Literature and Doctor al . Dissertations 
Accepted by American Universities were carefully investi-
gated. The library files of several college, university and 
city libraries in Texas, Boston, Detroit, and New York were 
examined. The ' Guide to Times · (Magazine), the ' Dai~ 
!orker !. , New York Times ·, and 1 The Crisis (Magazine) were 
examined. Librarians and scholars in the field were con-
sulted. Several organizations for human and civil right s 
were consulted. 
Information was secured from many sources. These 
included histories, biographies, auto-biographies, official 
records, oral sources or interviews, questiDnnaires, addresse; 
newspapers, periodicals and journals. 
The basis of the test of the hypothesis was the 
comparative histories of the two movements. Since there was 
no objective means for determining the amount of reaction of 
the two movements upon each other, no attempt was made to 
utilize this in the comparison. This was recognized as a 
weakness in the comparative method. 
Review of the Results. The movements had many simi-
larities in nature. These similarities were not identical. 
In other words , the natural characteristics of each movement 
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which were similar varied in degree. These variations 
amounted to differences in the limitations of the character-
istics in their function toward reaching the ultimate 
objective of each movement . The natural characteristics 
were conditioned and partly determined by the methods, 
strategy and procedure of each movement in endeavoring to 
reach its ultimate goal . 
The ultimate concern of each movement was c i vil rights. 
Negro Protest Action worked directly toward this goal. Its 
methods, procedure and strategy were geared to this end . 
Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism worked indirectly 
toward the goal of civil rights . It felt that civil rights 
were not possible in a capitalistic system . It believed 
that civil rights could only be realized in a socialistic 
system. The best and only means of civil rights was the 
establishment of socialism . The methods , strategy and 
procedure of the movement were geared up to efforts to 
socialize the country as a necessary means to the end of 
civil rights. The type of socialism advocated is based on 
Marxian Socialism of the Russian type but with no emphasis 
on physical violence. 
Comparatively , the nature of the movements were b r iefly 
as follows: Actionists (Negro Protest Actionists) were 
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dynan1ic in the sense of putting forth continuous efforts to 
win full equality for Negroes as American citizens. Antag-
onists (Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonists) were dynamic 
in the sense of working continuously to instill socialistic 
ideology and destroy Americanism. Civil rights were con-
comitantly emphasized. Actionists were aggressive in the 
sense of organized self-assertion. They consistently 
asserted themselves as representatives of a well organized 
movement. Antagonists were aggressive in the sense of un-
organized self-assertion. 'rhey asserted themselves more as 
individuals and rarely as representatives of one of the 
organized aspects of their movement. Actionists were 
agitative against anti-Negroism and for Negro rights. 
Antagonists were agitative against Americanism and con-
comitantly for Russianism with respect to Negro rights. 
Actionists were accommodative to American law and the 
American system. Antagonists were r evolutionary to American 
law and the American system. Actionists sought publicity 
that was favorable to their organization, to its efforts for 
civil r i ghts, and to the goal of civil rights. Antagonists 
sought publicity that was anti-American, pro-socialistic and 
pro-Russian. Actionists utilized the political area through 
votes~ lobbying and other forms of political pressure. 
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Antagonists were antagonistic to the political system and 
utilized only the Progressive Party . Actionists were 
directly racial and national in emphasis and concern. Yet , 
they were interested in international problems. Antagonists 
were international and indirectly racial in concern. They 
also had national concern. Actionists were bs.sically legal 
in approach in the sense that they operated according to 
American law . Antagonists were basically illegal in approaCh 
in the sense that they only respect American ~w when it is 
expedient and necessary. 
The history of Negro Protes t Action revealed that it 
had accomplished many things in the area of civil rights . 
No accomplishments in the civil rights area were reve a l ed in 
·the history of Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism. The 
picture according to the criteria of the study was as folkms: 
In the area of lynching , Actionists have consistently 
and progressively formulated anti-lynching opinion . Antago -
nists have made no contribution in this area . In the area ar 
Constitutional rights , Act ionists won the right of a hearing 
on filibuster in the Senate. Antagonists made no contribu-
tion . In the area of franchise , Actionists won decisions 
against Texas White Democratic Primaries . Antagonists made 
no cont~ibutions in this area. In the area of education, 
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the Actionists won equal salaries for Negro te a chers , better 
facilities for Negro education, rights of Negroes to attend 
professional and graduate schools of the South . These 
included decisions in the Gaines , Sipue l and Sweatt cases . 
New cases .have been started to break segregation in secondar,r 
and elementary schools. Antagonists have made no contribu-
tions in this area . In the area of economics , Actlonists 
won a decision against segregated Boilermakers' Unions in 
Rhode Island . They also assisted in the establishment of the 
Fair Employment Practices Committee by the government. 
Antagonists made no contribution . In the area of public 
accommodations , Actionists contributed to the victory 
against segregation on the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad . 
This decision is binding for the nation . Antagonists made 
no contribution in this area . In the area of the military 
(discrimination in the armed forces), Actionists caused the 
liquidation of the a ll-Negro Twenty-Fourth Division and 
segregation in the Far East Command. They also f orced t h e 
ultimate de~eat o~ the Winstead Amendment, which would have 
permitted inductees to serve in segregated units if they 
desired. Antagonists made no contribution in this area . 
L~itations of ~ Conclusion. The conclusions were 
limited to the comparative studies of Negro Protes t Action 
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as represented in the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People and Negro Protes Revolutionary 
Antagonism as represented in W. E . B. DuBois and Paul 
Robeson . They were not absolute but relative to several 
factors . In the first place , they were limited to a compar-
ative study of the histories of the movements without use 
being made of the fact that the two movements reacted upon 
each other in their efforts . Secondly , no objective consid-
eration was given to the fact that the t wo movements were of 
different ages , and one had the advantage of more time to 
build a b ackground of prestige and experience. This could 
have been a decidi ng factor in the effectiveness of the 
oldest movement during the years 1940 to 1953. On the other 
hand, it had more time to build a bad reputation. In either 
case the age of the movement was a factor. Thirdly, only 
selected subsidiary objectives were used in building the 
criteria. All of the subsidiary objectives involved in the 
efforts to reach the ultimate objective would have been more 
objectiv e. F'ourthly, no history of Negro Protest Revolu-
tionary Antagonism had been written and there were very few 
written materials or records available on this movement . A 
history had to be prepared from limited available materials . 
Fifthly, there was no absolute scale for measuring nature 
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and effectiveness , nor for comparing the histories of the 
movements . Relating and comparing historical facts involve 
interpretation which is always relative . 
In the light of these limitations it can be seen that 
the conclusions are not absolute in terms of degree. The 
great differences in the nature and effectiveness of the 
movements made the conclusiveness of the conclusions pos-
sible . The comprehensiveness of the subsidiary objectives 
composing the criteria of measurement added to the conclu-
siveness of the conclusions . The fact that the ultimate 
objective of both movements was the same added to this 
conclusiveness because it meant that there was a standard 
objective for the criteria or scale . With the exception of 
being limited to i nterpretation, the criteria for the nature 
of the movement was less relative than the criteria for the 
effectiveness . In the case of the nature, there were fewer 
factors to be chosen than in the case of effectiveness, and 
less need for trying to build an adequate sample for the 
nature o£ each movement . The chief weaknesses in the 
comparison of the natures of the movements were, first, the 
need for the a pplicati on of interpretation to similar and 
related factors . An example of this is the fact that both 
movements were naturally aggressive. Yet, the kind of 
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aggressiveness possessed by each differed and the nature of 
these differences had to be interpreted and explained . 
Second, the disparities of the unrelated factors were in 
need of interpretation . Consider the fact that one movement 
was naturally accommodative and the other was revolutionary . 
Neither movement was absolutely accommodative or absolutely 
revolutionary . Then there was the matter of the object of 
the accommodation or revolution. All of these required 
interpretation . 
The second point, the disparities of t he unrelated 
factors , can be interpreted as a strength . Such an inter-
pretation would be correct also . The str ength is the fact 
that the differences are easily detectable . 
A strength in the comparative study of the effective-
ness of the movements is the fact that hist ory reveals so 
many contributions to the area of civil rights in the one 
that it does not reveal in the other . 
Again the conclusions were limited to Negro leadership 
and to civil rights for Negroes in America . Here c ognizance 
must be taken of the fact that white leadership was involved 
in the moveme nts . There was no way devised for determining 
the amount of the success of either movement attributable to 
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them. Yet, history revealed that the larger proportion of' 
leadership came :from Negroes . 
The Conclusions . Negro Protest Action as represented 
in the National Association :for the Advancement of Colored 
People was relatively e:ffec-i:;ive as a means of securing 
civil rights for Negroes in America . The relativity of this 
effe ctiveness was based on two things : First , the limita-
tions of' the methods wh ich it employed in its e:fforts to win 
civil rights . Second, the limitations of the e.f:fectiveness 
o.f these methods . 
The ch ief method of approach of the Association was 
legal action . Care was taken tb.at all operations were withm 
the Jaw . Although other methods were employed they were 
more or less associative and tributary to legal action . 
This , of course , contributed to the total e:ffectiveness of 
the Association . The tributary methods which were charac-
teri zed by petition, protest , lobbying , legislative activity, 
education , persuasion , and other means were lLmited to the 
effectiveness o~ their use and the conditions under which 
they were used . 'rhe power of such methods of' approach in 
light of' deep seated individual prejudices , political 
expediency on the part of politicians, group loyalt ies , 
traditions, customs and the like were likewise considered. 
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There was no absolute way of discovering the degree 
of limitation on the part of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People. Yet, the history 
of the movement showed clearly the accomplishments of 
civil rights as a direct consequence of these victories. 
The Association has won thirty-one out of thirty-
four cases carried before the United States Supreme 
Court. 
Anti-lynching public opinion was crystallized as 
a result of its progaganda and publicity efforts. 
Salaries for Negro teachers were equalized with 
those of whites in many places in the South and Southwest, 
better Negro schools were built and larger appropriations 
made for them because of the ef i 'orts of the organization. 
In addition, graduate and professional schools were opened 
to Negroes. 
Efforts are now being made to open the public schools 
to Negroes. 
Through the efforts of the Association Negroes won 
t h eir constitutional rights as citizens, eliminating 
mob domination of court procedure where they were in-
volved, making pos s ible the service of Negroes on juries, 
and the enforcement of contracts. 
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The privilege of franchise in White Primaries in the 
South were won, and more favorable working conditions 1 
including greater opportunities for fuller integration in 
"Union" participation were made possible . It has also been 
successful in winning certain public accommodations for 
Negroes . This includes interstate travel on railroads 
without segregation because of color. 
Through its efforts a segregated unit and policies of 
segregation on the part of the United States high command 
in the Far East were eliminated . 
The Association has won limited political control and 
exercises limited but significant influence in political 
elections . 
It is not a great mass movement but more successful 
at t h is than any other movement of its type . 
It can rightfully be classed as the most effective and 
influential Negro Protest Movement. 
The branch offices are not very effective in certain 
places . Some are very effective. The most effective work 
of the Association is done through its national off ice. 
The organization is not completely Negro but is built 
up and functions around Negroes and whites. 
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It has won great respect among Southern as well as 
Northern whites so that they are less apt than formerly to 
take political and legal advantage of Negroes when there is 
a possibility of becoming involved with the Association . 
Much public sympathy has been built up in favor of the 
Negro cause all over the world because of its efforts. 
Although the Association has more favorable respec t on 
the part of Negroes than any other Negro Protest Organiza-
tion, it lacks much favorable respect because of the un-
impressive public records of many of its branches. It would 
do well to concentrate upon this fact more closely. 
In all of its dealings it has always maintained respect 
for established law and operated within the framework of the 
American economic, social , and political system, seeking 
equality and integration within the status quo. 
Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism is a history of 
conflict with the American government. Its organized 
activities have ended up on the subversive list of the 
Attorney General. As a result of this the movement has 
be en constantly identified as one sympathetic to the present 
efforts of Communistic Russia. Its leaders are pro-Russian. 
This rendered the movement very unpopular in the eyes 
of a large segment of the American populace who learned to 
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detest or be afraid o:f it. The same type o:f unpopularity 
accompanied its known leaders. 
The lack of respect and popularity before the American 
government and people rendered the movement very ineffective 
as a means :for securing civil rights for Negroes in America . 
Then, too, the Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonists 
did not work directly for the Negro cause but .for the 
establishment of socialism in America . This socialism was 
based on Marxian Socialism of the Russian type. Their 
desire was to uproot the capitalistic system in America . 
The movement had not crystallized into a formal 
organization but did have an organized unit. It once had 
two organized units. Both were condemned as subversive and 
one dissolved itself under pressure :from the government. 
History did not show any direct contributions that it 
had made in the fight :for civil rights :for Negroes. 
Negro Protest Action and Negro Protest Revolutionary 
Antagonism had some natural characteristics that were 
similar. These were the fact that they were both dynamic, 
aggressive, agitative, and seekers o:f publicity. These 
differed from each other in degree. They were conditioned 
and largely determined by the methods of approach, strate-
gies and procedures of each movement. The fact that the 
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methods, strategies and procedures of Negro Protest Revolu-
tionary Antagonism wer e of a revolutionary and antagonistic 
nature, and anti-American and pro -Russian in design, rendered 
their natural characteristics to be of a revolutionary and 
antagonistic nature. They tended to be pro-Russian and anti-
Amer i can. 
Inasmuch as Negro Protest Action was accommodative to 
American law and procedure and not desirous of changing the 
American system, its natural chara cteristics were of an 
accommodative nature and limited themselves to the law and 
procedure of America. 
These two movements had some natural characteristics 
that were very different from each other. Negro Protest 
Actioni sts were a ccommodative, directly racial and national 
in emphasis and concern, basically legal in approach, and 
utilizers of politics . Negro Protest Revolutionary Antago-
nists were revolutionary, antagonistic, international and 
indirectly racial in emphasis and concern , and basically 
illegal in approach. 
There was a great disparity in the effectiveness of 
each movement in its efforts to secure civil rights for 
Negroes. Negro Protest Action made contributions in the 
area of lynching elimination, Constitutional rights for 
208 
Negroes , the right of franchise for Negroes , equal educa -
tional opportunities for Negroes , equal economic opportu-
nities for Negroes , equal public acco1nmodations for Negroes , 
and equal privileges for Negroes in the armed forces of the 
nation . 
Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism made no con-
tributions in any of these areas . 
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Questionnaire f or Protest Act i onis t s 
Name ____ ~~--------------~·--~-----------~~~---------------last first middle 
Address 
street city town(optional) 
Official position in N.A.A. C. P . 
~~--~~~--~--~----~----state whether local or nation a l 
If local name the branch 
-----------------------------------------
How long have you been a leader in the N.A.A. C. P . ? 
--·---
In present capacity? 
------------------------------------------
State briefly the goal that you must desire to realize as a 
leader in the N.A.A. C. P . 
-------------------------~-----------
Explain ___________________________________ _________________________________ _ 
Has t his been y our most desired goal ever since you have 
held a place of leadership in the N.A.A. C. P . ? 
--------
Explain _______________________________________ ·-------------·-----
Do you feel that your goal/goals have been realized? 
---
Explain __________ -------------------
Do y ou feel that your goals are being realized? 
- - -----
Explain _ _ _ 
Is the N.A.A. C. P . realizing its ultimate goal? __________ __ 
Explain _____________________________________ ----------------------
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Qu es t i onnaire for Protest Revolutionary Antagonist 
Name 
--~1-a-s~t----------------~f~i-r-s~t-----------------m~i~d~d~l-e--------
Address ________________________________________________________________ _ 
street city state 
Official pos i tion as a race leader 
-----------------------------
How l ong have you held the position? 
---------------------------
Vlhat goal woul d you most des i re as a leader for t h e Negr o 
r a ce? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------Explain _____________________________ __ 
Is this the s ame as t h e ultimate or original goal of t h e 
organization which you represent? _________________________________ _ 
--------------------------------------------~Explain ________________ _ 
Has thi s been your desired goal ever since you have held a 
place of leadership in this organizat i on? 
-----------------------
---------------~Explain __________________________________________________ _ 
Do y ou fe el t hat your goal/goals have been realized? 
---------
Explain _________________________________________________________________________ _ 
Do you feel that they are being realized? ___________________ , 
Explain _______________ , -----------------------------------------------------
Is t h e organizat ion which you represent realizing i t s ulti-
mate or orginal goal? _____________________ ~Explain _________________ __ 
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ABSTRACT 
A. Statement or Problem 
The purpose or the study was to discover and compare 
the nature and erfectiveness or the leadership in Negro 
Protest Action as represented by the National Association 
ror the Advancement or Colored People and the Negro Protest 
Revolutionary Antagonism as exemplified by the le adership or 
Paul Robeson and W. E. B. DuBois. 
The Negro Protest Actionist and the Negro Protest R~vo­
lutionary Antagonist are at odds in the way in which they see 
and approach the problem or securing civil rights. While the 
revolutionist seeks to solve the Negro problem in a runda-
mental transrormation or the social system, the protest 
actionist accepts and works with in the rramework or the social 
system. 
Choosing between these types or leadership has created a 
problem. The conflict has developed certain tensions among 
Negro Protest Leaders. It has developed confusion among the 
masses of Negroes who must choose between their leaders. 
The resolution of the problem requires an understanding of 
the nature and eff ectiveness of Negro Protest leadership which 
accepts the rramework of the existing order and of revolutionary 
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movements in securing civil rights. In attempting to compare 
' the alternative approaches to the problem, two movements 
were chosen as being representative of the two major schools 
of thought that are found in Negro leadership. 
B. The Methods of Procedure 
The study was limited to Negro Protest Action and Negro 
Protest Revolutionary Antagonism. It was based upon the 
hypothesis that Negro Protest Action had an advantage over 
Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism by virtue of the fact 
that it was not considered a threat to the status quo. The 
latter was allegedly identified with Russian Communism. 
The nature of each movanent was compared by critically 
relating their natural characteristics. The comparisons 
were made on the basis of similarities in the natural 
characteristics of the movements, while at the same time 
discussing the dissimilarities. 
Criteria were set up for the comparative study of the 
effectiveness of each movement. These comprised seven sub-
sidiary objectives which were sufficiently comprehensive snd 
related to the ultimate or original objective to best 
approxLmate it when compJetely fulfilled. The ultimate or 
original objective of civil rights was the standard of 
measurement . The accomplishments of each movement were 
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described and compared on the basis of the criteria. 
The period beginning in 1940, a little less than a year 
after the formal beginning of Negro Protest Revolutionary 
Antagonism, and ending in 1953 was chosen for the study, 
although consideration was taken for the length of the histo-
ry of each movement. 
In the history of the effectiveness of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, no 
delimitations were made. For the comparison, each sub-
sidiary objective composing the criteria was delimited to 
include only the period from 1940 to 1953. 
The more general results made it unnecessary to go into a 
deta.iled analysis of the comparative picture. 
The meth od of research was basically literary and docu-
mentary. No r ese arch had been done on the problem as defined, 
although r esearch had been made on related problems. 
The basis of the test of the hypothesis was the compar-
ative historie s of the two movements. Since there was no 
objective means for determining the amount of reaction of 
the two movements upon each oth er, no attempt was made to 
utilize this in the comparison. 
c. Conclusions 
These movements were in nature quite similar. The 
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similarities were not identical however. In other words , 
the natural characteristics of each movement which were 
similar varied in degree. These variations amounted to 
differences in the limitations on the characteristics 
in their function of working toward the ultimate ob-
jective. The natural characteristics were conditioned 
and partly determined by the methods, strategy, and pro-
cedures of each movement in ende~voring to reach its 
ultimate goal, civil rights. 
Negro Protest Action worked directly toward this 
goal . Feeling that civil rights could be gained within 
the existing social order and through its institutions, 
it geared its methods, strategy, and procedures to this 
end. Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonism worked in-
directly toward the goal. It believed that civil rights 
could only be realized in a socialistic system. The 
methods , strategy, and procedure of the movement were geared 
to efforts at establishing a form of socialistic state as 
a prerequisite to the gaining of civil rights. 
Comparatively, the nature of the movements were 
briefly as follows: Actionists (Negro Protest Actionists) 
were dynamic in the sense of putting forth continuous efforts 
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to win full equality for Negroes as American citizens; 
Antagonists (Negro Protest Revolutionary Antagonists) were 
dynamic in the sense of working continuously to propagate 
a socialistic ideology and destroy the American system. 
Civil rights were concomitantly emphasized. Actionists 
were aggressive i n the sense of organized self-assertion. 
~hey consistently asserted themselves as representatives 
of a well organized moverr.~nt. Antagonists were aggre ssive 
in the sense of unorganized self-assertion, operating more 
often as individuals and rarely as representatives of one 
of the organized elements of their movement. Actionists 
agitated against anti-Negroism and for Negro rights. 
Ant agonists agitated against America and concomitantly 
for Russia as well as Negro right s. Actionists were 
accommodative to American law and the American system. 
Antagoni s ts were revolutionary to American law and the 
American system. Actionists sought publicity that was 
favorable to their or ganization, to its eff orts for 
civil rights, and to the goal of civil rights. Antagonists 
sought publicity that was anti-American, pro-socialistic, 
and pro-Russian. Actionists worked in the political 
area through votes, lobbying and other forms of po-
litical activity. Antagonists were opposed to the 
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political system and utilized only the Progressive Party . 
Actionists were directly racial and national in emphasis and 
concern. Yet , they were interested in international problems. 
Antagonists were directly international and indirectly 
racial in concern, although, in a sense, they also had a 
national concern. Actionists operated in accordance with 
American Jaw. Antagonists respected American law only when 
it was expedient and necessary. 
The history of Negro Protest Action revealed that it 
had accomplished many t hings in the area of civil rights. 
No direct accomplishments in the area of civil rights were 
revealed in the history or Negro Prot est Revolutionary 
Antagonism. The picture was as follows: 
In the area of lynching, Actionists have consistently 
and progressively formulated anti-lynching opinion. Antag-
onists have made no discernable contribution in this area. 
In the area of Constitutional rights, Actionists won the 
right of a hearing on filibuster in the Senate. Antagonists 
made no contribution . In the area o:f :franchise, Actionists 
won decisions against Texas White Democratic Pr~aries . 
Antagonists made no contributions in this area. In the area 
of education, the Actionists won equal salaries for Negro 
teachers, better facilities for Negro education, rights or 
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Negroes to attend professional and graduate schools of 
the South. Antagonists have made no contributions in 
this area. In the area of economics, Actionists won a 
decision against segregated Boilermakers' Unions in Rhode 
Island . They also assisted in the establishment of the 
Fair Employment Practices Committee by the government. 
Antagonists made no contribution. In the area of public 
accommodations, Actionists contributed to the victory 
against segregation on the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad, 
and thus outlawing segregation in interstate travel . 
Antagonists made no contribution in this area. In the 
area of the military (discrimination in the armed forces), 
Actionists caused the liquidation of the All-Negro Twenty-
Fourth Division and segregation in the Far East Command. 
They also forced the defeat of the Winstead Amendment, which 
would have permitted inductees to serve in segregated units 
if they desired . Antagonists won thirty-one out of thirty-
four cases carried before the United States Supreme Court 
in the interest of civil rights . The Antagonists carried 
no cases before the Supreme Court. 
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